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CHAPTER I: DESCRIPTION AND RATIONALE FOR THE

STUDY

INTRODUCTION:

Children play a vital role in the development of our country. They are the ones

who will be our future leaders of tomorrow, and ifthey are constantly being abused then

chances are that our future Belize will be one of hatred, violence and crime.

Jim Gordon (19E4) clearly define abuse as:

" Generally to meaa situoliotts where: the abuser

threutens to reryul the behavior lhe abused percon feels

trqpet and the abused percoa gets hlomed. He goes on

to say "Abase can be physical as in or bealing someone It

cat be verbal or emotional where one is constantly

threotened and put down."

Dangrgq one of the Southern districts of Belize is a multi-cultural society. The

ethnic composition includes Mestizos, Creole, Chines, East Indians, Mennonites, Mayas

and the Garinagu - the Garinagu being the predominant race ofthe people. Each ethnic

group practices its own Religion, Culture and Language. Each culture has its own child

rearing practices. Most usually discipline their children by whipping, cursing, belittling

or other forms of punishment. This has been passed on from generation to generation and
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parents think this is the only form ofdisciplining a child. Even teachers have been found

to be guilty of this practice, even though laws have been passed that corporal punishment

should not be administered on any child, except by a senior teacher or principal.

According to Gilbert and Harry, 1982, Child Abuse is occasionally perceived as a

"l[ew" problem that has increased to major proportions, and as a result ofthis the

Govemment of Belize has established a new programme, The National Organization for

the Prevention of Child Abuse. This was in January of 1992. It is a non-profit

organizatioq which aims to establish a countrywide network to maximize efforts to

prevent Child Abuse and Neglect. Teachers as well as parents were involved in various

workshops to become aware ofthe different type of child abuse. Primary or elementary

education commences between the ages of 13 or 14 and in some cases have a very

negative impact on the child. What a child gets from his home environment and

encounter at school from other homes may also affect his learning more than what the

school itselfputs in. Peer pressure, too many in some instances, affect the behavior of a

child because the child might be threatened or bullied by his peers, which is also a form

of abuse. An example ofnegative impact ofa child in school is to have a low self-

esteem. Ifthe child is poorly dressed, smelly, hair not usually combed then the other

children will keep their distance away from the child.

Ifchildren are given the proper guidance, care and love at home and in school,

chances are that their performances and behavioral patterns will be much better.
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THE BACKGROUND

Through investigation the researcher has gathered information that for the past

years students attending Holy Ghost School have always suffered from some type of

abuse which have really aflected their performance physically, mentally, emotionally and

socially.

Children ofthis kind are poorly dressed, smelly at times, hair usually not combed,

bare feet and most ofthe time they complain of hunger while in school. Ifteachers

would encourage fre€dom of speech inside the classrooms and have a close relationship

with every children, and confident enough to tell them anything even their problems, and

if a child has a problerl the teacher should be ready to assist. If it is something which

will need other people help, then the teacher should be willing to do so.

Teachers should help to promote the protection of children. Physical Abuse is the

battering ofa child to the extent of endangering his health and well being (non-accident)

injury. It includes: shaken violently, slamming the head against the wall, uncontrolled

beating, causing injuries, fractures, cigarette burns on various parts ofthe body,

immersion of the hand in hot water or boiling soup, bruises, welts, eyes and mouth

injuries. While physical neglect encompasses acts such as abandonment and gross or

repeated failure to provide for a child's physical needs, it includes malnutrition that is not

the result ofan organic disease.
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Sexual Abuse: This involves intimate kissing or touching, fondling a child's

sexual parts or making a child fondle the adult's genitals, voyeurisrn, exhibitionism.

In most sexual abuse cases, the perpetrator is most commonly someone the victim

knows, for example: a biological or step parent. After one realizes the long lasting effect

ofthese abuses on a child, one therefore sees the need to promote the protection of

children.
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THE PROBLEMS

Most children attending Holy Ghost School have parents who are living in the

United States. The researcher realizes that these children are left behind living with

immediate relatives, being a grandparent, an aunt, an older sister or a cousi4 ,t

take much interest in their education or their well-being. And because these guardians do

not show the children love and care, these children automatically become withdrawn

from self and sociay. They start to get the impression that nobody really cares about

them. So they start to look after themselves doing what they think will make them feel

good about themselves. Some ofthese children have to look after themselves before

going to school. Some ofthem have to comb their own hair, iron their own clothes and in

some cases make their own food.

Since education forms a major part ofchildren's lives and have a potential, long

term inlluence for good or bad as explained by moon, our primary school teachers try to

accommodate these basic needs by creating a very special relationship with the children.

Schools as it might be is the only place where the child feels accepted and appreciated.

This study therefore seeks to find out whether these type of children at Holy Ghost

School have behavioral patterns as a result ofbeing abused or neglected.

From this study effective educational programs that will make Belizean families

on a whole aware ofthe problem ofchild abuse and understand ways for preventing this

problem. It is striving to improve the situations of children at Holy Ghost School.
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PURPOSE OF STUDY

Since the beginning of the school year in September 1992 the researcher have a

very different physical outlook from df,Enitar"n. They appear to be not properly fed and

clothed, some of these children axe very aggressive, slow and readily delinquent. These

children are usually academically backward.

The researcher was very concerned about these children and wanted to find out

why these children are slow and have behavioural pattems. As a result ofthis the

researcher has decided to do an investigation to find out the reasons why these children

appear the way they do and why they do not do well in school.

Is it because their parents abandon them?

Is it because of poverty or is it because of socio-economic background ofthe

family.
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SIGNIFICA}ICE

This prograrr will be ofgreat significance to:

a. All teachers

b. Parents

c. Social Workers

The teachers ofPrimary School will be able to deal and help to understand why

some children have behavioral patterns and perform poorly in school, and how they can

help them to do better in school so that they can feel better about themselves.

This study will also help parents and the Social Development Officers to

understand why children ofthis category usually do poorly in school.

It will also assist some organizations that deals with children, like in youth

groups, boys scouts, girl guides etc., to identifo early sigrrofabuse.

Workshops can be held to educate teachers on these matters so that they can offer

psychological aid, or to give counseling to help minimize abuse.

This study will be most significant to the Govemment of Belize because the

children of any cotmtry are its future. These children obtain attitudes and values from

their environment.
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CIIAPTER2: LITERATURE REVIEW

Children who are abused usually come from the lower class in society and are

normally backward; although their parents are eager to have them go to school they are

Ieast able to help them with their studies at school. Since these parents do not emphasize

the importance of education for their own lives, "The Nationat Commission on the causes

and prevention of Violence", chaired by Milton Eisenhower, concluded in 1969 that a

combination of environmental factors is responsible for present urnest in ghetto areas

where the survival ofthe fittest is the norm often see themselves as a possible victim of

circumstances and axe therefore intolerable towards other children. A child coming from

an environment like this does not know the importance ofpatience, love, cooperation and

togethemess or oneness.

Gilbert (1982) after studying abuse children came up with the following effects on

the abuse child. These include intellectual deficits, leaming disabilities and poor self-

concept. The inability to play and experience joy, a poor sense of selfwith the child

constantly changing behavior to meet adult demands, and lack oftrust in people. The

researcher has also noticed some ofthese effects in some ofthe children that were

studied. Gilbert also characterizes abusing parents. He claims that there is a tendency to

consider child abuse and neglect as an occurrence confined to the poorer, less educated

part ofthe population. However, children from educated, prosperous families also suffer

from abuse and neglect. Abusive parents or caretakers are represented in every social

class, ethnic, and cultural groups, and in all ranges of educational achievement. The eight
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abused children studied, through interviews the researcher, found out that all eight of

them came from poor families.

These are the needs that children who are abused really need. If only teachers

would take Maslo s hierarchy of needs into consideration when dealing with abused
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Article 30 of the United Nation on the Rights of the Child, states that it is the

right of the child to enjoy his or her culture, to practice his or her religion and to use his

or her own language. That is why the researcher feels that every child should be given

the choice and freedom to speak out on things they like and doesn't like. Article 5 also

state that parents and their families must be respected in their child rearing functions.

That is why many ofthe parents today feels that they have the right to discipline their

children the way they want to even if it is seen as abuse to the local professionals. To

them it's a part ofthe family belief.

According to A.H. Maslow (1908 - 1970), every human being has certain needs

structure. He places human basic needs into different groups. He claims to say if these

needs are not met to some degree, the individual cannot move to the next group ofneeds.

The need for food which is very important, the need for something to drink when thirsty,

and the need for shelter and clothing in order for one to feel comfortable and relax. The

need for safety, to have protection, from physical harm or injury. The need for love.

These are the needs to be wanted by another person. Also the need to be proud of one's

self, to respect one's self and others.



I

I
u

T

I
I
T

I
T

T

T

T

T

T

I
u

E

E

I
E



children or holds meeting with parents and teach them about these needs, this would help

to break the on-going cycle ofchild abuse in Belize.
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CHAPTER3: RESEARCH DESIGN

Statistics indicates that there are children that are abused at Holy Ghost School.

These children are mostly children who have single parent or they come from an over-

crowded home because they live with extended family relatives. The researcher also

observed that some children ofthis kind lack self-confidence and is very sloppy in their

schoolwork.

In order to fulfill the researcher's plans and objectives the selected abused

children were interviewed briefly for further information.

SAMPLE

The population for this study will include children attending Holy Ghost Primary

from Standards 2 - 5. The sample will include children with poor performance and

behavioral patterns.

There are five schools in Dangriga Town and from among them the researchers

has selected Holy Ghost due to the fact that Holy Ghost school shows a wide range of

socio-economic inequality. Therefore the researcher have decided; for equal

representation, to s€lect a group ofchildren with behavioral patterns from eight class in

the primary divisioq this will give a total ofeight (8) children. Each teacher/principal

will then be given questionnaires to complete by supplying appropriate responses.
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Instrument

One type of questionnaire will be used in this in*hisstudy. It will be the

Principal/Teachers questionnaire.

The questionnaires will be designed to obtain information about the children's

physical surroundings as well as their socio-economic status. The questionnaires will

also seek information from principal and teachers, how they respond to cases when child

abuse is been suspected; how they deal with that specific problem and what

accommodations are available at school level to assist the abused child.

Instrument For Data Collection

The researcher used questionnaire sheets and occasional interviews ofchildren

who have been selected by their class teachers as abused children to collect data.

Questionnaires were given to each class teacher who has an abuse child in their class.

The questionnaire also consisted of twelve questions, based on the child's attitudes

towards learning the child's appearance at school, the behavior and performances in the

classroon4 and how the child socialize with hiVher peers and the tardiness ofthe child.

Eow the Data Was Analyzrd

Out ofthe eight children studied, it is shown on the chart that five children

attended school regularly, two sometimes and one hardly. The chart also shows behavior

as one very good, four fairly, and three poorly. For the appearance of the children the

chart shows one very good, two good, three fair, and two poor. Parental interest ofthe
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children shows one good and seven poor. Academic performance is as follows: one

good, six fair, one poor, Attitude towards exam shows five fair, three poor, without any

good or very good. Tardiness ofthe children was shown as two good, two fair, four poor

For Physical Educatio4 one very good, three good, three fair and one poor,

From the study one can see that therdequal amount ofchildren who are interested

in school as the amount tlat are not interested in school. It also shows that the majority

ofthese children attend school regularly, but one can see that although the children attend

school regularly and half are interested in school, their behavior is not very good. The

chart also shows that the interest ofthe parents is very poor. One can clearly see from

this study that the children's attitude towards exam is not very good. However, it shows

that these children enjoy physical education. It shows that one of the cfrild#as

studied and performed very well in sports.
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CHAPTER4: DATAANALYSIS

Data will be presented on a simple chart. The chart will help in revealing

information about the behavioral pattems ofthe abused children in the study to show how

they perform at school and as well as their behavioral patterns in school.

Question l:

How do you see the child's interest in his/her schoolwork?

Table I shows that 25%o ofthe students show interest in their school work while 25%

performed at a fair enough level. The majority 50% did not show interest in their

schoolwork. This is a significantly large percentage that showed no interest, which is of

much concern because ifchildren did not show interest in their schoolwork, they might

not do well. This can have significant impact on their performance at school.

VERY GOOD GOOD FAIR POOR

RESPONSES 0 2 2 4

POINTS 4 J 2 I

TOTAL 0 6 4 4

PERCENTAGE OY" 25o/" 250/" 5Oo/"
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Question 2:

How often does the child attend classes?

Table 2 shows a high percentage of students attend classes on a regular basis while 25%

ofthe attendance was fair. 12.5oh of the students has a very poor attendance at school.

Even though there is high attendance, there is a lack of intere$t in their schoolwork.

VERY GOOI) GOOD FAIR POOR

RESPONSES 0 5 2 I

POINTS 4 t 2 i

TOTAL 0 l5 4 I

PERCENTAGE 0Yo 62.50h 25V" 12.5o/o
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Question 3:

How does the child usually dress?

Table 3 shows 50% ofthe student dress well enough at school while 25% dress poorly.

Although this is not much oftignificance in the children's performance it helps to

stimulate learning.

VERY GOOD GOOD FAIR POOR

RESPONSES I 1 4 2

POINTS 4 ., 2 1

TOTAL 4 J 8 2

PERCENTAGE 12,5010 12.5o/o 50o/o 25Yo
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Question 4:

How is the child's behavior inside the classroom?

Table 4 shows a small percentage of 13%o very good behaviors. 50olo shows fair behavior

while 38% have poor behavior. Majority demonstrates fair enough behaviors. [fthe

behavior is fair, why is their lack of interest? This can be cause by the abuse the child

might be going through.

VERY GOOD GOOD FAIR POOR

RESPONSES I 0 4 3

POINTS 4 J 2 I

TOTAL 4 0 8 J

PERCENTAGE 12.3Yo ooh 50o/o 37.5o/o
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