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ln conducting the research, ' A survey to determine the attitude of parents towards

establishing a pre school in San Antonio,' I encountered many difficulties in completing

it. However with the support and encouragement of family and friends I was able to

complete the researctr- Therefore I would like to thank the School of San Luis Rey for

allowing me to use the computers. I would also like to thank the parents of San Antonio

for being cooperative in answering the questionnaires. To the principal ofSan Luis Rey

Mr. Francisco Cal thank you for the support and also to the PTA chairman Mr. Felipe

Bol. Most of all I would like to thank Mrs.Regira Cab my wife in typing out some parts

of the research.
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Chapter I

A suney to determine the attifude of parents

towards the establishment of a pre-school in San

Antonio Village in the Toledo District.

Topic



Background

San Antonio is a village in the Toledo District concentrated with indigenous Mopan

Mayas in the Toledo District. Their main languags is Mopan Maya The village has one

primary school undet the Roman Catholic ldanagement.

At age five children are registcred at San Luis Rey School to begin formal education.

The researcher bas observed for the post three years that upon entering school a number

of young chil&en are plaqued with a variety of poblems. For instancerteaohers and

children have a hard time to communicate with each other since children speak only

Mopen. Most chil&cn beginning school come from poor families. As e result many

childrcn lack the pre- rcquisite skin$to begin formal leaming at an infant level. In

addition,at the beqimfug of their formsl education children go through a honible stage of

adapation to the school environment. Since entering school for most children is the first

detachment from their mothers, it creates much anxiety in them. There were several

instances when the researcher had to capture infant children runing away ftom their

teachers. Conditioning chil&en to adap to school goes on for two to three weel$. Tb€se

problems definitely interfere with the formal education ofyoung children in San Antonio.

Since tlrese problems are present there is a desperarc need for the establishment ofa

frrll time pre-school. Thus the goal of a pre-school is to prepare yo"ng children age 3 to 5

for fonnal education.
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It is evident that such an establishment would foster social and emotional development

and will facilitate motor and cognitive skills, which is very muoh needed by young

indigenous children entering school.

In addition parents have shown a lot of interes in the pre-school summer prograrns

offered by the Pre-school Unit in San Antonio. Many parents seem to find it as a major

contibution towards their children's emotional stability and readiness for formal

schooling. It is perceived as a necessary service to children.
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The researcher has observed that children who have attended the summer pre-school

progem seem to be more emotionally and socially stable than those who did not.

The children who attended the pre-school program seem to be very enthusiastic and ready

for fomral leaming. While those urho did not attend create an uneasy cnvironment

making it unstable for leaming keeping back those that erc rcady to move ahead. The

researcher thus believes that pre-school is the answer for eliminating the problems that

young children faoe when beginning formal educotion. He strongly believes that such an

establishment would enhance the readiness ofyoung children for leaming at an infant one

level.

In addition many parents is San Antonio have been asking teachers how they can get

their children to atrcnd the pre-school summer program before beginning school in

September. Many parents have expnessed thar tbe preschool sunrner program has been

very instrumental in orienting children to a full time school. Many parents seem to s€e

the importanoe of preparing young children before entering primary school. Belause of

the parents enthusiasm and interest in pre-school, the researcher bas also developed an

interest to investigate porents attitude towards the establishment of full time pre'school

in san Antonio.
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Purpose of the Study

Through this research 'A survey to determine the attitude of parents towards the

esablishment ofa pre-school in San Antonio Village Toledo District," The researcher

hopes to get answers for the following questions:

L Are parents genuinely interested in their children's education?

2. Does the commrmity value education?

3. Arc there eoough children to attcnd a full time pre-school?

4. Are the parents and the community ready and willing to put effort in making the
pre-school operational?

5. Wil parents see the need for the establishment of a pre-school?
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Significance of The Study

There is ample anticipation tlut after the study "A survey to determine the attitude of

parents towards the establishment ofa pre-school in San Antonio Village, Toledo

Distict " it is hoped that the Pre-school Unit uses it as a reference and suport to give

firll fledge in eshblishing a pre-school in San Antonio.

This research will also spark in parents, the benefit and importance of sending thcir

children to a pre-school. The community will also become conscious about the

sigrrificance ofa pre-school, since it prepores children for formal schooling. ln addition

other researchers doing similar research can use this papcr as reference material'

Definition of Term

l. Prc-school - A center where social and emotional development ofa child enhanced.

It also fosters their motor and cogrritive skills.

2. Pre-School child - a child age 3 to 5
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Chapter II Literature Review

It is evident todsy that young children are desperately in need of professional teachers

to mould their intelligence. They need teachers who are well equipped with knowledge

of their dwelopment so as to be better able to help them grow intellectrully. This is very

vital to rural children especially, since they come from poor homes lacking the necessary

stimulants to aid leaming. In addition children are faced with a challenging world so they

need much assistance to prepare them for such an environment.

Present day Belize much attention is directed in the primary education ofyoung

children. History reveals that back in 1989 the Govemment of Belize acknowledged the

importance of pre-school and primary education to the nation.

They even sated in their manifesto that greater assistarce will be increased for pre-

school education It is evident in history that the education ofyoung children ii a major

issue to be considered.

These views of such issues are rather not isolated but should b€ looked at in a wider

perspective as shared by many intellects and philosophers ofall 4ges. Children are the

heirs ofthe future society, to equip them intellectrully is to elevate the present status ofa

society.

Iporance is no excuse to exempt young children fiom learning in an organized

environment lv{any people feel that young children are powerful learners. They begin

communicating with their mothers from birth by using their body language in a daoce of

gestures and smiles. "From an early age, the thinking child leams to master thc most

demanding oflearning tasks the acquisition oflanguage Fisher Robert(1995)' It is
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evident then that children can leam. It is therefore nec€ssary to maintain the curiosity of

young children because it is a medium to succ€ss in leaming.

tv{any parilts arc bound to ask the questiom "Is my child ready for school?' Fisher

Robert (195) stated that all children are bom with potentials, and we cannot be sure of

the leaming limits of any child He went on saying that children at an early age can be

intoduced to complex aad abstract ideas. This can be achiwed by putting sophisticated

matters in I simple way. On the contrary children can get confised understanding the

simplest idea if they arc confronted with mesmges ud &mands thst make no scnse to

them. The researcher agrees with Fisher children arc capable of leaming no matter the

age but what matters is the mode of how thcy are guided to leam.

Locke John (1690) asserted that at birth the human mind is a blank slate and empty

of ideas. We acquire knowledge, fonn information about the objects in the world around

us based on interaction tlat we experience. Simple ideas are combined to form complex

ideas. Her€ Locke is implying that chil&en leam simply through interaction in the

environment acquiring ideas then formulating simple ideas to complex ones. Surely this

is tue children do develop ideas by means of interaction with the envirooment but this

could also limit the child's leaming Limited experience or interaction can hinder the

child s teaming and unlimited experience would be the ideal setting for muoh leaming.

Fraebel Friedrich (Encarta 2fin) the pioneer ofearly chitdhood education deduced a

curriculum tha glared children's environment to be full ofexciting activities: songs'

stories, folk heroes aod games. Acoording to Fraebel playing with each other helped

children leam to participate in a group. This brings the idea that most human learning is

a social proccss. Fisher Robert (1995) stated that a community or a school can oreate a
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powerftrl learning environment exerting a strong influence on the learner. Also a large

group context can provide the essential stucture, purpose and control needed for leaming

to flornish The rpsearcher sEongly agrees with Fraebel and Fisher, definitely much

leaming can occur within a group since children each posses unique qualities and talenb

that could be ofsome benefits to others.

On the contrary Montessori lvdaria @ncarta 2000) puts forth children have the power

to leam independently if provided a properly stimulating environment. Althougb

Montessori believes that children can lcarn indecently but agrees on the condition that the

environment must be conducive to learning.

Dewey John @ncarta 2000) philosophizes that the education development of a child

should be based on the individual needs and interest ofthe child. This brings out the idea

tlnt children are unique and each learn differently. So teachers or educators should adapt

a variety ofteaching stat€gies to ensure that leaming occurs.

Vygots\( Encarta 2000) also puts forth the idea that children develop particular

cogritive capacities through callaboration with expcrt p,ractitioners. Paslov @ncarta

2000) also brings in the idea ofconditioning a mechanism by which brain connections

come to be related to event connections. The researcher acknowledges Vygostsky and

Paslov' ideas. For particular leaming to occur it must be in the presence of someone with

an objective. Pasloy's theory is also of sipificant imporance in the social and emotional

development of children. Surely behaviors in children can be conditioned.

All such philosophers and intellects mentioned are pioneers in the field ofearly

childhood education. This of course r€fers to the social competence that some way or the

other deals with children's physical social and copitive skills.
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The researcher stongty believes that pre-school is essential in the intellectual

development ofyolng children- Ample evidence is sparking everyrvhere today that those

who do not experience some form of pre-schooling is apt to confront obstacles in future

leaming.
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Chapter 111 Research Design

This porticular research is a survey to dercrmine the attitude ofparents towards the

establishment ofa pre- school in the community of San Antonio. To gather the necessary

data the instrument utilized was a questionnaire . The questionnaire was divided into two

main sections. The first section gathered biographical data such as sex , age, marital

status, educational beckground occupation and amount of children of pre- school age .

The second section consisted of 19 items . These items were made of positive and

nega.tive stetements . The items focused on collecting data on the attitudes of parents

towards the pre- school establishment , financial support for the pre- school and it also

aimed at collecting data on the coop€ration of the parents . The questionnaire was

delivered in person by tie researcher . The researcher thoroughly explained the items and

the purpose of such data gathering. The data collected was analyzed and interpreted

through the use of graphs, tables and precise elaborative descriptions. This aided in the

formation ofthe conclusion and recommendation ofthis study.



The Sample

For this str.rdy the population consisrcd of sixty palents who were permanent residents of

the commrmity of San Antonio' Their first language is Mopon' Maya' Some of them

were male and some were female who had children of pre - school age' Their ages

rangedfromlT-49'Theiroccupationrangedftomteacher'domestic'farmer'driverand

laborer of some kind. The sixty parents' names wele all written on a piece of paper and

then placed in a container. Then thirty of the names of the parents were randomly

selected and served as the samPle.

12,
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Instrument For Data Collection

To gather the data for this study a questionnaire was used. The questionnaire consisted of

h^,enty six items. The first section was made up of seven items designed to gather

biogp.phical data such as sex, age, marital status, cducational background, occupation

and amount ofchildren of pre- school age. Tlrc second section composed of nineteen

items. Out of the nineteen items fourteen were positive and five wue negative. The

positive and the negetive stetements were desiped to find out the attitudes of parents

towards the establishment ofthe pre- school, knowledge of parents on the sigrrificance of

pre-school and prens attitudes towards pre-school.

To determine the parents' attitudes towards the establishment of the pre-school the

Likert Scale was utilized After every statement fow responses followed (SD) stongly

disagree, (D) disagree, (SA) strongly agree, (A) agree. Each statem€nt was modified and

simplified in standard Engtish suited to the parents' comprehension level. This was

attained by piloting items to certain parents who made suggestions for modification for

the final draft.

t3
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The researcher personally delivered the questionnaires to each parent in their respective

homes. Upon delivery the researcher explained the purpose of the questionnaire' Each

item was explained thoroughly and the st€ps that should be taken to complete the

questionnaire.Afterexplanationtheresearcherhadparctrtscompletethequestionnaire.

As soon as it was completed the researcher collected it. Prior to visitation the researcher

ataParetrts'Teachers'AssociationMeetingdidapresentationontheissueof

establishing a pre-school in san Antonio. Parents were then informed that tlre researcher

wouldgoaroundtoinrcrviewtheselectedparents.Thereforetheresearchervisited

particular parents at their respective homes to gather the necessary data'

\
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How Data Was Analyzed

The &ta collected was analyzed thoroughly. The data was presented on tables and bar

gra.phs. Statements were analfzed separately. Responses were tallied to get the

frequency of responses.

The fint section of the questionnaire was analyzed on bar graphs which illustrated the

background of the parents. The second section which was aimed at gathering data on the

attitudes of parents used the Likert Scale. The choices for the responses were strongly

disagree, disagree, agree and strongly agree. Some ofthe statements were positive and

negative. Each response was given a nurnerical value of I to 4. To obtain the frequency

tle responses were tallied and conesponding percentag€s were calculated by multipllng

the frequency ofresponses by 100 and dividing it into the total amount of respondents

which was 30-

Example : NX1 N: frequency of respondents
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Positive Statements

Positive statements gave s positive implication of parents attitudes towards the

eshblishment of a pre-school. If the parents responses to these statements are strongly

agroe or agree and the average score fell between 4.0 and 2.5 the median then the

attitudes were considered positive towards the establisbment ofthe pre-school. On the

other hand ifthe resporses arc strongly disagree or disagree and the average score ofthe

responses fell between 2.5 the median and 1.0 then the attitudes were considered negative

towards the establishment of the pre-school. The diagram below illustrates Ois idea

4.0 't< 1.0

SA/ A D/ SD

Positive Attitude Negative Attitude
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Negative Statements

Negative statements g8ve negStive implications. Ifparents' responses are strongly agree

and agree and the average score fell between 4.0 and 2.5 the median' then this means a

negative attitude towards the establishment ofthe pre-school. on the other hand ifthe

parents selccted strongly disagree or disagree and tlre average score fell between 2.5 the

median, and 1.0 , then the attitudes were considsred positive towards the establisbment

ofthe pre-school. This is illustrated in the diagram below.

4.0 2.5 1.0

SA/A

Negative attitude Positive attitude

SD/D
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Chapter 1V
Data Analysis

Graph I
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Gord.r ., Paror t

The graph shows that 60% or l8 ofthe respondetrts were males and 40% or 12 of the

respondents were females. Therefore there were more males than females who took part

in this study.
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Graph 2:

Age Range of ParentE

m-29 3G39 ,tO-a9

Age Range

The graph shows that the ags of the parenb rangsd from2M9. None of the parenb

were in the 17-19 age range. There were fiv{s) parents in the 20-29 age range,

eleven( I l) in the 30-39 range and twelve (12) in the 40-49 range. Therefore most of the

porena wsrc in the 3G39 age range.
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Graph 3

,

Ma.ltrl Strut of Par.ntt
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The graph shows that none ofthe parents were single. There were 86.7% or twenty six

who were marrie4 separded parents consisted of3.37oor oue parent and l0% or three

were common law. This indicates that majority of the parents were manied people.
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Educational Background of Parente
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Educational Background

The graph indicates that 83.37o or 25 ofthe parents went as far as primary school in their

education There were l0o/*r 3 who had high school diploma and 6.7Vo or 2 who were

tained teachers. There rrere none who wetrt to sixth form and also none wert to

univenity. Thus it can be concluded that majority ofthe porenls had primary school

education.



\

at,

Graph 5

Occupation of Parents
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Occupqdon

The graph slrows that 13.3% or 4 of the parents werc teachers ,36.70/o or ll were

domesic, 26.7/o or 8 were farmers, 3.3% or I were driver ,13.3olo or 4 were labourers

and finally 6.7% or 2 of the parents were classified as others. It is quits evident then that

majority of the parcnts domestic in rcgards to occupation
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Graph 6

P.rc.nt gc of Prttntt wtth Pr! &hool Ag. ChlUIln

Plt &hool Chldru

The graph indicates 100% ofthe parens had children ofpre school age. Therefore

that was probebly why they were interested in a pre school.
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Statement I
There is a need for a pre school in San Antonio

The table indicates that 6 ofthe respondents agreed with the statement I and 24 agreed.

No one stongly disagreed nor disagreed with statement l. The statement accumulated a

total of I 14 points and an avcrage of3.8 which indicates a positive response to the

statement Table I is also indicating tbat 20elo ofthe respondents agreed and 80o/o

disagreed. Therefore it can be concluded that the respondents see the need of a pre

school in San Antonio.

SD D A SA POS NEG
No. Of
Responses

0 6 24

Percentage 20 80
Points I 2 3 4
Total l8
Total
points

114

Average 3.8
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Stat€ment 2
Children who go to pre school waste their time.

Table 2 indicates 12 ofthe respondents strongly disagreed with statsment 2, l5 disagree(

2 agreed and I sfongly agreed. Statement 2 accumulated a total of 52 points and an

average of 1.7 which indicates a negative response towards the statement Table 2 is also

showing that tlOolo ofthe respondents strongly disagreed with the statement 50%

disagreed, 6.7/o agreed and 3.3% strongly agreed" Therefore this is saying that parents

feel that children who go to p,re school don't waste their time.

SD D A SA POS NEG
No. Of
Responses

t2 15 2 I

Percentage 40 50 6.7 3.3
Points I ) J 4
Total 12 30 6 4
Total
Points

52

Average t.7 \/
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Statement 3

The only thing children do in a pre school is play.

Table 3 indicates that five of the respondents stongly disagreed with statement 3, 2l

disagreed, 4 agreed and none strongly agreed. The statement obtained a total of 54 points

and an average 1.9 showing a negative response towards the statsment. The able also

indicates that 16.7/o strongly dissg€ed with the statem€nt, 70olo disagreed, 13.3o/o agerd

and none strongly agreed. It can be concluded then that the porents feel that chil&en

don't only play in a pre school.

SD A SA POS }.IEG

5 2t 4 0

Percentage 16.7 70 13.3 0

Points I 2 J 4

Total 5 42 12

Total Points 59

Average 1.9 t/

D

No. Of
Respondents
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Statement 4

I can teaching my child everything that is aught in a pre school.

The table indicates that 8 ofthe respondents strongly disagreed with statement 4, 19

disagreed' 2 agreed and I strongly agreed. This statement accumulated a total of 56

poins and an average of 1.8 showing a negative response to the stat€ment The table

also indicares that 26.70/o of the respondents strongly disagreed with the

statement 63.3% disgd,6.7o/o agr€ed 8nd 3.3% stongly agreed Thercfore this

suggests a positivc attitude, lrihich means that most of the parents fecl that they can't

teach their children everything that is taught in a pne school.

SD D A SA POS NEG
No. Of
Respondents

8 t9 2 1

Percenrage 26.7 63.3 6.7 3.3
Points I 2 3 4
Total 8 38 6 4
Total Points 56
Average 1.8 ,/ttt
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Statement 5

Teaching children to read and write should be the main objective ofa pre school'

Table 5 indicates that none oftlre responderts stongly disagreed with the statement 3

disagreed , 17 agreed, and l0 strongly agreed. This statement accumulated a total of97

points and an average of 3.2 which indicates a positive responsc. In addition the table

also indicates that 10olo ofthe respondents disagreed with the statement and 90olo also

agreed with it. Since the repondents have a positive attitude towards the ststement

therefore it can be concluded that the parents feel that reading and writing sbould be

the main objective ofa pre school.

POS NEGA SASD D
3 t7 l0No. Of

Respondents
0

s6.7 33.310Percentage
3 4Points I 2

406 5lTotal
97Total Poin8 r'3.2Average

-

I



SD D A SA POS NEG
No. Of
Respondents

0 10 20 0

Percentage 0 33.3 66.7 0
Points I 2 J 4
Total 30
Total Points 80
Averagp 2.6 r'

A.q

Statement 6
A child leams best ptayrng.

Table 6 indicates that none of the respondents strongly disagreed with the statement,l0

disagree42o agr€ed aod none shongly agreed The statement accumulated a total of g0

poina ard an average of 2.6 indicating a negative rcspome. The table also indicates

that 33.3o/o of the respondens disagreed with the statemeil and 66.7/o agreed with the

statement This means that majority ofthe parents feel that most children don't leam

best by playing which implies a negative attihrde towards pre schoor. This could be

because of ignorance about early childhood development on the part ofthe parents since

the majority went as far as primary school in their e&cation

20
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Statement 7
A pre school prepares chil&en for formal education.

Table 7 indicates tbat nonc of the respondents stongly disag€ed with the statement,

none disagreed, l0 agreed and 20 strongly agreed. The statement accumulated a total of

I l0 points and average of 3.6 indicating a positive response. The table also indicates that

33.3% agreed and 66.70lo strongly ageed with the statement. Therefore, it can be

concluded that the parents believe that a pre school surely prepares young chil&en for

formal education.

SD D A SA POS NEG
No.of
Respondents

0 0 l0 20

Percentage 0 0 33.3 66.7
Points I 2 3 4
Total 40
Total Points ll0
Average 3.6 \/

30
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Statement 8
Chil&en who attend pre school leam to get along with othen.

Table 8 indicates that none ofthe parents strongly disagreed with the statement and

none also disagreed. However there were 22 who ageed and 8 wto sfiongly agreed

with the statement. The statement obtained a total of98 points and an average of3.2

which indicates a positive response. The table also hdicates tlnl73.3o/o of fue

respondents agrd and 26.70/o strongly agreed which implies that the porents have a

positve attifude towards the statement Therefore it can be concluded that parents feel

that children who attend pre school leam to get along with othen.

SD D A SA POS NEG
No. of
Respondents

0 22 8

Percentage 73.3 26.7
Points I 2 4
Total 66 32
Total Points 98
Average 3.2 t/

0

J
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Statement 9
Pre school children do better in primary school than those who do not attend pre school'

SD D A SA POS NEG

No. of
Respondents

0 2 t2 16

Percentage 6.7 40 53.3

Points I 2 3 4

Total 4 36 64

Total Points 104

Average 3.4

Table 9 indicates that none ofthe respondents strongly disagreed with the statement

while 2 disagreed,l2 agreed and 16 strongly agreed. The statement accumulated a total

of 104 points and an avcrage of 3.4 which is a positiv€ response. The table also indicates

that 6.7% ofthe respondents disagre€4 40% agreed and 53.3% strongly agreed This

implies that parents have a positive attitude towards the statement. They feel that pre

school chil&en do better in primary school than those who do not attend pre school.
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Statement l0
Ifa pre school is opened I will send my child.

Table l0 indicates that none ofthe respondents stongty disagreed with the starcment and

none also disagreed However 13 ofthe respondents agreed and 17 stongly agreed with

the statement. The statement accumulated a total of 107 points and an average of 3.5

wttich indicotes a positive response. The table also shows that 43.3olo agreed and 56.7%

ofthe respondents sfongly agreed with the statement. The parents have a positive

attitude towards the staternent which suggests that ifa pre school is open all the parents

are prepared to send their children to affend the pre school.

SD D A SA POS NEG
No. of
Respondents

0 0 13 t7

Percentage 43.3 56.7
Points 1 2 -l 4
Total 39 68
Total Points 107

Average 3.5
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Statement I I
I can afford to pay the contribution fee for my child to atGnd the pre school.

Table I I indicabs that none ofthe respondents srongly disagreed with the statement and

only I disagreed. On the other hand 18 agrred and I I strongly agreed with the

statement. The statement therefore accumulated a total of 100 points and an averagc of

3.3 which is a positive response. In addition the table also indicates that 3.3% ofthe

respondents disagrecd while 96.7% agreed which means that the respondents have a

positive attitude towards the statement Therefore the parents are saying that they can

afford to pay a contribution fee for their ohild to attend the pre school.

SD D A SA POS NEG
No. of
Respondens

0 1 18 11

Percentage 3.3 60 36.7
Points I 2 J 4
Total 2 54 44
Total Points 100

Average J.J \/
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Statement 12

I am willing to cooperdte with the teacher in firnd raising activities conceming the
pre school.

Table 12 indicates that none ofofthe respondents strongly disageed with the statement

while only 2 disagreed On the other hand 22 ofthe respondents agreed and 6 strongly

agreed with the statement. The statement accumulated a total of 94 points and an

average of 3.1 which is a positive response. The table also shows that 6.70/o of the

respondents disagreed with the statement while 93.3% agreed. This means that parents

are willing to cooperate with the teacher in firnd raising activities conceming the pre

school.

SD D A SA POS NEG
No. of
Respondents

0 ') 22 A

Percentage 6.7 73.3 20
Points 1 2 3 4

Total 4 66 24

Total Points 94
Average 3.1 t/
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Statemeatt 14

A fained teacher is prefened to teach in a pre school.

SD D A SA NEG
No. of

_Eespgndenh
3 18

Percentage l0 30 60
Points I 2 J 4
Total 6 27 72
Total Points 105
A,verage 3.5 V.

Table I 4 indicates that none of the respondents strongly disagreed with the statemen!3

disaged 9 agred and lE shongly agreed. The statement accumulated a total of 105

points and an average of3.5 which is a positive responss. The able also sho*,s that l0%

of the respondents dimgreed with the statement while 90% agrd. Therefore it can be

concluded that parents prefer a trained teacher to teach in a pre school.
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Statement 15

Any teacher can teach in a pre school ffifrl#.krao*

SD D A SA POS NEG

No of I l8 9 )

Percentage 3.3 60 30 6.7

Points 1 2 3 4

Total I 36 27 8

Total Points 72

Average t/

Table 15 indicares that I of the respondents agreed with the statement while lE

disagree4 9 agreed and 2 strongty agreed. The statement sccumulated a total of 72

points and an avera ge of 2.4 which is a positive response. The table also shows that

63.3% of the respondents dimgreed and 36.?0/o ageed with with the statement This

means that the respondents have a positive attitude towards the statsment. They feel that

not any teacher can teach in a pre school.
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Statement 16

Some qualities of a teacher are loving,understanding and caring.

Tabe 16 indicstes that none ofthe respondents sfongly disagreed or disagreed with the

statement. However 13 ofthe respondents agreed and 17 strongly agreed with the

statement. The st&tement accumulated a total of 107 points and an average of 3.5 which

indicates a positive response. The table also shows that 100% of the respondents agreed

with the statement. This suggests that the parents have a positive attitude towards the

statement. They feel that a teacher should be loving, understanding and caring.

SD D A SA POS NEG
No. of
Respondents

0 0 13

Percentage 43.3 56.7

Points 1 2 3 4

Total 39 68
Total Points 107

Average 3.5 t/
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Statement 17

Parents should visit pre school regularly to check on their child's performance

Table 17 indicates that I ofthe respondents strongly disagreed and I disagreed with the

statement. On the other hand 17 ofthe respondents agreed and l l strongly agreed with

the statement. The statement obtained a total of98 points and an average of3.2 which

indicates a positive respome. The table also indicates that 6.60lo ofthe respondents

disagreed while 93.4% agreed with the statement. Therefore porents have a positive

attitude towards the statement they feel that parents should visit a pre school regularly

to check on their children's performance.

SD D A SA POS NEG
No. of
Respondents

1 1 1l

Percentage 3.3 3.3 56.7 36.7
Points I -l 4

Total I 2 5l 44
Total points 98

Average 3.2 t/
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Statement 18
Children should attend pre school regulary

Table l8 indicates that none ofthe respondents strongly disagreed or disagreed with the

statem€nt. On the contrary 17 ofthe respondents agreed and 13 strongly agrecd with the

statement. The statement accumulated a total of 103 points and an average of 3.4 which

is a positive rcsponse. The table also indicates that 10tr/o ofthc respdndents agreed with

the staternent. It can be concludcd that parents had a positive attitude towards the

statement. They feel that children should attend pre school regularly.

SD A SA POS NEG
No. of
Respondents

0 o t7 l3

Percentage 56.7 43.3
Points I 2 3 4
Total 5l 52
Total Points r03
Average 3.4 \,/
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Statement 19

Children who attend pre school should arrive at 8:30 and leave at l1:30 am.

Table 19 indicates that none ofthe respondents strongly disagreed or disagreed with the

statement. However 16 ofthe respondents agreed and 14 stongly agreed with the

statement. The stat€ment also obtained a total ofl04 points and an avearge of3.4

which is a positive resporule. The table also indicstes that l@/o of the respondents

agreed with the statement. All the parcnts feel that children who attend pre school

should arrive at 8:30 and leave at I l:30 am.

SD D A SA POS NEG
No. of
Respondents

0 0 l6 l4

Percentage 53.3 46.7

Points I 2 3 4

Total 48 56
Total Points 104

Average 3.4
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Chapter V

Conclusion and Recommendation

The objective ofthis study was to find out the attitudes ofparents towards establishing a

pre- school in San Antonio. The result of this study revealed some amazing discoveries

about the attitude of parents towards establishing the pre- school. It revealed that

parents consider pre- school {ducation to be an essential component in the education of

their children. In addition, the research revealed that the parents in the study have a

limited understanding of early childhood education. However, with the little

tnowledge that they had they were able to expr€ss some of the things that they would

like to see happening in a pre- school. This is onc ofthe reason why the researcher was

daermined to conduct this research because the researcher believes that a pre- school

provides a foundation for atl future learning and thus maximize the chance of scholastic

success.

Furthermore a pre- school is very important in a community like S* 4otooio because

children of such commrmity are given very little school preparation at home. Surridge

and Vemon(199) in a social appraisal report stated that'Early years development for a

young child below five years old would be greater in a specially prepared environment."

This the researcher also believes, therefore a pre sohool would be of significant

importance to young children ofSan Antonio.
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The research also revealed that prents feel that children don't leam best through playing

which could b{a reason why some early development of children are stsgnated. Parents

feel that children must always be seriop,qgplalrng when doing school work. Therefore,

the researcher recommends that ifa pre- school is opened that parents be informed about

the importance of playing as a means of learning. This will prevent conflist with parents

since they might feel that chil&en are wasting time if they find out that this is how

children are being taught in a pre- school.

The research also revealed some things that parents would like to see happening in a

pre- school. The researcher therefore, recommends that if a pre school is opened that

workshops be held by the Pre School Unit to inform parents about the attributes that

make up a good pre school. This will for sure clear up any misconception that parents

have about pre- school education.It will also enhance their understanding about their role

and the rcacher's role in educating young children ofpre school age.

Finally the research revealed that parents are prepared to work to make a pre school

a reality in San Antonio. Therefore, the researcher recommends that the parents with

children ofpre- school age form a committee to steer this project along with the help of

the Parents' Teachers ' Association and other community leaders. This committee must

request the help of Oe Govemment of Belize to aid in establishing the pre school. They

should also write proposats asking for help from Non Governmental Organizations in and
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out of Belize. Along with this the committee must establish a close relationship with the

Pre School Unit wdking hand in hand pooling efforts in making the pre school a reality.

The researcher is convinced that a pre school is possible in San Antonio. There is

evidence to prove that parents are prepared to support and cooperate in the running and

uplringing of the p,re sohool. Thus if a pre school is opened in San Antonio it wi[ s€t

the foundation for of all frrture learning and elevate the education level for the young

children of San Antonio and that ofBelize.
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Plece a check mrrk in the approprirte bor Pleese enswer ell questions.

Biographical Information

I SEX

Female

2. AGE RAI'GE

15- 19 20-29 30 -39 40- 49

3. MARIIIAL STATUS

Single _ Mrrried _ Separetcd 

-
Common law

4. EDUCATIONALBACKGROUND

5. OCCUPATION

Teacher
Driver

f,igh School _
Univerrity _

Domestic
Lebourer

6, AMOTJNTOFCEILDRENINTMFAMILY

7. AMOUNTOFCEILDRENOFPRE-SCflOOLAGE INTgE FAMILY 
-

I
I
I
I
I
t Mrle

Primery School _
Treined Teacher

Sirth Form
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Farmer _
Other _
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Circle the lctter/s which represents how you fecl rbout crch strtement

I

,

3.

4.

5.

SA
SD

There is a need for e preschool
in Srn Antonio.

Children who go to pre*chool
weste their time.

The only thing children do in a
preschool is play.

I can teach my child everything
thet is trught in r preschool

Teaching children to read and
write should be the main
objective of a pre<chool

6. A child leems bert by playing

A prerchool preparec children
for formel education.

Children who rttend prescbool
lerrns to get rlong with otbers.

Pre+hool children do better in
primary rchool thrn thme who
do not attend precchool

If a pre-*hool ir opened I will
Send nychild.

Strongly Agree
Strongly Disagree

A Agrce
D Disegce

SDDASA

SDDA

SDDA

SDI'A

SA

SA

SA

7

SDDASA

SDDASA

SDDASA

SDDASA

SDDASA

8.

9

l0
SDDASA
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11.

12.

I can alford to pay the cootribution
fee for my child to attend the
prHchooL

I am willing to cooperrtc with
the teacher in fund rairing
activities conceruing the preschool.

SDDASA

SDDASA

SDDASA

DASA

DASA

DASA

SDI}ASA

SDDASA

SDDASA

13. I am willing to go to rchool to
slsbt the tcacher! with the
children when there ir the nerd.

14. A treined teacher ir preferrrcd to
teach in e pre-rchool.

15. Any teacher can teach in a
prHchool

16. Some qurlitier ofr tescher ere
loving underrtanding and caring.

17. Parcnts rhould visit pre-school
regularly to check on their child's
performance-

Children rhould rttend pre<chool
regulerly.

19. Children who ettend preschool
should arrive at 8:30 and leave
et 11:30 gm.

SD

SD

SD

18.

Thank you for your Cooperation
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