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INTRODUCIION

BACKGROT'ND OT STUDY

Art is a very important and worthwhile subject. rt's

a wonderful way of bringing out a student's individuality

and self expression. Art always involves creation and

is one of very few subjects that actually forces the

student to be creative and express new ideas. Itrs

one of the most effective means of establishing and

sustaining the creative mode. Moore (1986) describes

arts as "the expression of the spirit" while Broomer

(1985) cited that "art is a mean of expressing our ideas. "

Both of them felt that arts is the expression of, or comment

on, an idea. emotion or experience.

Art is combined of two elements. The artistic and

the human element. The artistic is the study of line,

color etc. while the human element is when the artist

chooses to combine his/her knowledge of the artistic

eLements to create a unique piece of art. But our children

creating their own art?

The schools in the Orange Walk

to be tauqht once

district have arts ancl

a hreek i.n school.

children on this

this "only" session of

craft as a subj ect

Teachers are expected to

subject. Although some of

arts and craft is postponed

encourage

the time

1

Teachers have seen that

CEAPIER 1
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chiLdren donrt bring the naterials asked for the lesson.

The attitude of the children by not bringing their materials

simpl-y show that they are not interested on such subject.

Our children are not a$rare that arts is very important.

The common problem is that children don't bring the

materials asked for. The material asked for are simply not

available or too expensive. Examples of such materials are

glitters, color paints, g1ue, etc. and our school slmply don't
provide for them, especially the rural schools.

Have teachers realized that there are materials that can

easi]y be gotten with little or no cost? Here is where the

indigenous materials come into play. Using indigenous

materials in arts and craft can help the children's creativity

in constructing things. Both teachers and students need to see

that the use of indigenous materj.als for arts and craft can be

very beneficial.

Our children need to be educated and motivated in the use of

i-ndigenous materials, and by using them in arts and craft it wiII
provide a mean of learning which no other fiefd of human endeavor

can quite duplicate.

The researcher therefore decided to conduct a survey to

determine the attitude of teachers and students towards the use

of indigenous materials in arts and craft.
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TEE PROBI,EII

The concern for providing teachers with ideas as to hor.,

to use lndigenous materials in arts they might become j-nterested

in this relatlvely cheap materials usage. Therefore, the

researcher formulated these guestions to assj.st in finding out

the attitudes of teachers and students toward the use of indi-

genous materials.

1. Ho$/ the teachers feel teaching the subject arts and

craft ?

2. Do teachers and students have a positive attitude
to!,rards arts and craft?

3. Do teachers and students have a positive attitude
towards the use of indigenous materiaLs in arts and

craf t?

4. To what extent indigenous materials are used in arts
craf t?

3

E

E

E

E

E

E

t
I
f
T

T

I
E

f
f
n

T

E

I



7

PT'RPOSE

Through a survey, the researcher attempted to

determine whether the attitude teachers and students

had in using indigenous materials in arts and craft

was a positive or negative one. Based on the infor-

mation gathered through conducting the survey, the

researcher contributed suggestions and made recommen-

dations in order to improve the teaching of arts and

craft.
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SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

This study can be of primary

interested in seeing, feeling and

him.

significance to aIl who are

appreciating the world about

It should be of great benefit to the:

* Teachers who have problems teaching arts and craft because

of the lack of materials can use the itleas brought forward

this research regarding use of indigenous materials.

* Other researchers lvho would use the collected data for
other research.

DEFINITION OF TERMS

1. Creative - Having the power to create; inventive.

2. Indigenous - Local materials found in our region or

country.

e.g. pebbles, sheIls, stones.
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Literature Review

Harrison (1960) stated that it is unthinkable that any

system of education should neglect arts and craft as

of general education. He continued by saying that let

modern

a part

art be

chi ltl.

used to stimulate creative talent that is within each

$an t ( 1973 )

spark that can and

gives us a special

perceiving orderly

stated that al-I children have a creative

should be fanned into a flame. That arts

kind of experience that unties pleasure in

forms and in learning.

These two people see that arts and craft is an important

subject that encourages children to be creative. That a vrork

of art may be created because the individuaL desires to

communicate something.

Arts in school

rn school arts and craft is a subject that is consj,dered

Itnot so important." The curriculum guides put more emphasis

on the academic achievements of a child rather than on the

spiritual physical and emotional part of an individual.

Children are not developing to their full potential all the

skills they posses.
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Itr s true that our

art education is school

or done in schools (arts

why some children simply

themselves realized why

arts ?

educationa 1

but are they

handout ) .

don't like

system is not

following if

Have teachers

negJ-ec ting

itr s taken

found out

sometimes they omit the teaching of

The root of these problems is that teachers sees arts and

craft as the least important subj ect

things.

Is art an interesting subject.

art children learn a ]ot of

arts? Have teachers

not realizing that through

Child craft ( handout )

or doing. (childcraft handout ) .

interesting.

Art is a skifl in making

This is what makes the subject

Through

through art

art children can Iet out their whole spirit.

children can learn different things that make up

their environment, Sandoval (1990).

Lowenfeld (1987)i arts and craft is a subject that can

be a wonderful way of bringing out a students individuality

and self expression. Chil,dren through their art work can

express what they really think and feel.

Problems with arts in the classroom.

Lowenfeld (1987) stated that each child should be

encouraged to think, imagine and use his/her own ideas when

7
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producing an art r,7ork.

Give your imagination a chance to grold ! Tane (1993).

our children are not given the opportunity. There is no

in what they do. our childrenoriginaJ.ity or

are not taught

creativene s s

to appreciate the marvelous things our environ-

ment can provide them. carnett (1996).

Janet ( 1973 )

have is lowered by

stated that the creative spark that children

the attitude children and their teacher have.

The attitude towards arts and craft is the problem.

How indiqenous material-s can be used.

The community is a source through which children are

facititated with materials that can be used to create an art

\irork, Garnett (1996). Here Garnett has a good point. In our

environment there is a richness of various things that can

be used for arts. e.g. stones, Ieaves, flowers, sand etc.

Teachers only need to be more resourceful and creative.

Sandoval (1990) cited that using lndigenous materials for

arts provides a means of learning which no other field of

human endeavor can quite duplicate. with indigenous materials

a lot of things can be created from a stra!, puppet to a stone

face.

"Art has everything to do with 1ife. A work of art is

the expression of the spirlt..... This is what matters more

than a beautiful or perfect work of art." Iane (1973).
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CEAPIER THREE

RESEARCE DESIGN

The objective of the survey conducted by the researcher
was to determine to which extent teachers use indigenous

materials in arts and craft in the rural schools in the

orange walk District.

In order to nake the researcher valid, reliable and

complete, part of the process included the formulation of a

questionnaire which was typed up and filled. The guestionnaire

consisted of:

* General information on teachers.

* Teachers and students attitudes towards arts and

craft.

The researcher did several steps in constructing the
ques tionnaire.

Procedures were:

1. Identification and definition of objective.
2. Selection of the quota sampling.

3. Writing of guest ionna ires / i tems.

4. Preparation of cover letters.
5. Distribution and co.Ilection of the questionnaire.

The researcher personally distributed the guestionnaires

to the teachers on June 22nd and collected them one week after.
Data gathered from the guestionnai.res were interpreted and

presented in tables.
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SAI{PLE

The sample of the study consisted of thirty teachers.
The teachers were selected using quota sampling. The amount
of teachers were divided into four divisions in the Orange
Walk District. The North, South, East and wesL division. Each
division got seven guestionnaires. except the East and South
that got eight of them.

The guestionnaires were given to teachers who were starting
in the teaching profession and those that were already in it
for the past eight years. Sixteen guestionnaires were delivereal
to teachers who were in the profession for the maxinum of six
years. Each division got four guestionnaires on this section.

Each division aLso got three questionnaires, except the
South and East that got four, this was for teachers who were
in the profession for the past eight years.

This was done so, for the researcher to find out if the
teachers who were starting in the teaching profession and the
ones already in it had different views of using indigenous
materials for arts and crafts-
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TABI,E 1'IO CI,ARIET TXE

QUOTA SAIIPLI}IG

lEdriq E@i€rte

less than 6 years

IikEttr sqlth East rEst total

4 4 4 4 16

Over 8 years 3 4 4 3 14

Tbtaf 7 8 8 7 30

11



INSTRT,I'IENT

The designed questionnaire comprised of tr'ro parts.
Part one consisted of biographical data such as age range,

teaching experience etc. Part two consisted of attitude
statements. These statements determined the extent of
the teachers knowledge of the importance of using
indigenous materials in arts and craft.

The questions desi,gned consisted of four open ended

guestions. Part two section consisted of sixteen likert
type statements.

* The open ended questions dealt on biographical
data.

* The likert type statements were aII designed with
four choices.
Example: Strongly Agree - S A, Agree - A. Disagree

- D and Strongly Disagree - S D.
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DATA OOTT.ECTION

The researcher personally delivered the guestionnal.res

to ensure that each teacher who was part of the sample

received one.

The questionnaires were given out on June 22 nd and

were colLected one week after.

A total of 30 questi,onnaires were distributed to

the 30 teachers that were selected from the guota sampling

and all 30 questionnaires were returned.

To orient the respondent of the purpose of the

questionnaire, a cover fetter was enclosed. The cover

letter addressed the purpose and requested each

participants' full cooperation.
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DATA ANAI,YSIS

A description of the data col.lection was presented.

The second part, the essence of the survey was fully
described. The result were presented and interpreted
on tables. The tables showed the positiveness or negative-
ness of responses for each of the statements. An j-nter-
pretation for each of the sixteen statements and responses

was done.

Example of the table presenting the response

type scale question. Key = SA strongl"y agree, A

D - disagree, SD - strongly disagree.

of likert

- agree,

STATEMENT Arts and Craft is an important Subject.

SA A SD Pos. Neg.

Points

#or respondents

Points total

Percentage

Total points of al-I
responses

Average soore.

4 3 2 1

The points were distributed as strongly agree (SA) valued

at four pointsi Agree (A) valued at three pointsi Disagree (D)

valued at two points; Strongly disagree(SD) valued at one point.

The number of respondents were tallied from the 30

questionnaires. Total points were obtained by multiplying the

points awarded for each choice to the number of respodents of
each choice.
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The percentage was obtained by the number of respondents

over the total respondents muJ.tiplied by 100. AII total
pcints from the four columns were added to obtain the average,

the total population was divided into the total points of all
responses .

To determine whether the average of the statement was

positive or negative, references was made to this scale:

Positive: 2.6 - 4.O

Negative: 1.0 - 2.5

The biographical data was also tallied, so as to find
the difference between teachers starting in the teaching

professi"on and the ones being in it for the past eight
years. AII will be tal,Iied the same according to years of
experience. The researcher did not differentiated between

male and female teachers.

Table 2

Years of experience in

Biographical Data

1 3 years 4 6 years 7 8 years 9 years uP
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CEAPTER FOT'R

PRESENTATION OF ANALYSIS OP DATA

Part I of the questionnaire

Arts and Craft is an important subject.

Arts and Craft should be taught twice a week in school .

Arts and craft needs to be integrated in the school

curriculum guides.

1

2

3
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Part one consisted of guestions that made reference to
the respondents teachlng experience. To identify the degree

of attit.ude of respondents, an X hras placed under the
column corresponding to Positive or Negative.

The questionnaire lvas structured in such a way that
it addressed these sub topics.

1. Arts and Craft as a subject.
2. Attltude of teacher and student torrards art and craft.
3. Attitude tor{ards the use of indigenous materials.

Example :

Sub-topic f

Arts and Craft as a sub'ject.



Table f = Statement 1: Arts and craft is an important subject.

SA A D SD Pos Neg

Points

# of respondents

Points total
Percentage

Total points of all rcryes

Average

4

9

321

20 1 0

36 50 2 0

30 6.67 3.3 0

98

3.27 x

In table 1, nine (36t) of the total respondents strongly

agreed to the statement. One (3.33*) respondent disagreed.

A total of twenty-nine (99.67t) respondents agreed that Arts

and craft is an important subject. The 3.27 average there-

fore ref.lects a positive attitude. The favorable response

might be because of the years of experience they have in school

and the $rorthwhile subject arts and craft is to them.
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Table 2

Statement 2: Arts and craft should be taught twice a week in

school.

SAAD SD Pos Neg

Poi.nts

# of respondents

Pol-nts Total

Percentage

Total points of aII responses

Average

86

4

7

32

15 5

1

3

2.86 x

In table 2, seven (23.33t) respondents strongly agreed

and fifteen (508) agreed. Five ('|6.57*t respondents disagreed
and three (lot) strongly disagreed. A total of a twenty-
t$ro (73.33t) agreed that arts and craft should be taught

twj.ce a week in school. Based on the findings, the average

2.86 indicates that the statement reflects a positive attitude.

The favorable response might be because they see that arts

and craft is a very important subject in school.
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28 45 10 3

23.33 s0 16.67 1 0
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Table 3

Statement 3: Arts and Craft needs to be integrated in the

school curriculum guides.

SA AD SD Pos Neg

Points

# of respondents

Points total

Percentage

Total points of all responses

Average

8 15

32 45

26.67 s0 1 3.33 10

88

4 32 ,l

3

3

4

I

2.93 x

In table 3, eight (26.67t) strongly agreed and fifteen

(50t) agreed. Eight (13.33t, disagreed and three (10t)

strongly disagreed. A total of twenty three (76.678) agreed

that arts and craft needs to be integrated in the school

curriculum guides. Interestingly, responses of statement one,

two and three show consistency in the positive attitude to$Iards

arts and craft as a subject.
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Table 4

Statement 4: As a teacher, I have a positive attitude towarals

arts and craft -

SAA D SD Pos Neg

Points

# of respordents

Points total

Percentage

Total points of al.l responses

Average

30 53.33 13.33 3.33

93

14

9

2

164

35488

1

1

3 x1

In table four, nine (30t) respondents strongly agreed, and

sixteen (48t) agreed. Four (8t) disagreed while one (3.33t)

strongly disagreed. A total of twenty-five (83.338) respondents

agreed that they have a positive attitude towards Arts and Craft.

It means that teachers do have a positive attitude on arts and

craft.
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Table 5

statement 5: I attend workshops in arts and craft.

SAA DSD Pos Neg

Points

# of respudents

Points total

Percentag:e

Itotal points of aJ-l responses

Perertage

310 152

1230302

10 33.33 50 6.67

74

4 3 21

2.47

In table five, tlrree (10t) respqdents strdrgly agreed ad t€n (30t)

agreed. Fifteen (30t) disagreed while two (6.67t) strongly

disagreed. This statement therefore received a neqative

response as seventeen (55.67t) of the respondents alisagreed.

This neans that teachers have a positive attitude on the

subject but at the same Ei,mej-do not -attend workshops on given

subJ ect.

x
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Table 5

Statement 5: This year the school, has had an arts and craft

exhibition using indigenous materials.

SA ADSD Pos Neg

Points

# of resporJents

Points total

Percentage

Tota1 pojnts of all responses

Average

4

2

I

32

15 9

1

4

45 18 4

6.67 50 30 13.33

75

2.5 x

IN table six, two (6.678) respondents strongly agreed and

fifteen (50t) agreed. Nine (30t) disagreed while four (13.33t)

strongly disagreed. The average 2.5 reflects that the statement

received a favourable at.ti tude.
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Table 7

Statement 7: Children have a positive attituite towards arts

and craft.

SAA DSD Pos Neg

Points

# of resporrJents

Points total

Perc€ntage

Itotal points of all responses

Average

43

917

2 1

3 1

94

36 51 5 1

30 56.67 10 3.33

3.1 3 x

In table Seven, (30t) respordents strcrgly agrreed ard seventeen (5'lt)

agr€ecl. three (68) disagreed while one (3.33) strongly

disagreed. This statement therefore received a positive

response as tr,venty-six (86.57t) of the respondents agreed that

children have a positive attitude towards arts and craft.

23

I
n

I
E

E

u

I
u

I
f
I
T

n

I
T

n

I
E

I



Table 8

Statement 8: Arts and craft helps children in self expression.

SAA D SD Pos Neg

Points

# of respordents

Points total

Percentage

Total pohts of all responses

Average

't2 15 2

48 4s4

4 32 1

,]

1

40 50 6.67 3.33

3.25 X

98
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On table eight. trueJ.ve (48t) respondents strongly agreed and

fifteen (45t) agreed. Two (46.67t) clisagreed while one (3.33t)

strongly disagreed. Thlenty-seven (9ot) of the total respondents

agreeal that arts and craft help children in self expression.



Table 9

Statement 9: At an early stage (5+) children should be taught

to use indigenous materials in arts and craft.

SAA D SD Pos Neg

Points

# of re-sporierrts

Points total

Percentage

Total points of a1I responses

Average

4

3

321
1863

1254 123

10 60 20 10

81

2.7 x

Gt table nine, three (108) respondents strongly agreed and

eighteen (60t) agreed. Six (20t) disagreed $rhiLe three (10t)

strongly disagreed. Based on the findings, a total of twenty-

one (70t) of the respondents agreed that at an early stage

children should be taught to use indigenous materials i.n arts

and craft.
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Table 10

Statement 10: Working with indigenous materials heLp children

become creative.

SA l D SD Pos Neg

Points

# of respmdents

Points total,

Peroentage

Sotal points of all responses

Averagte

4 3 2 1

'17

68

11 1

332 1

56.67 36.67 3.33 3.33

104

3.46 x

In table ten, seventeen (56.67t) respondents strongly agreed

and eleven (36.678) agreed. One (3.33t) disagreed and another

one (3.33t) strongly disagrees. This statement therefore received

a positive response as twenty-eight (93.33t) of the respondents

agreed that working with indigenous materia.l,s helps children

become creative.
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Table 11

Statement 11: Indigenous materials are good for arts and craft.

Points

# of respondents

Points total

Percentage

Total points of all re-sponses

Average

4 32 1

18 12 0

72320

0

0

60 40

3.46 X

IN table eleven, eighteen (60t) respontlents strongly agreed

and t$re1ve (40t) agreed. No respondents disagreed or strongly

disagreed to this statement. The average 3-46* proves that the

statement received a favorable response.

104
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Tabl"e 12

Statement 12: I use indigenous materials in arts and craft.

SA D SD Pos Neg

Points

# of respondents

Poillts total

Percentage

ltotal pohts of a1I responses

Aveage

4 3

10 15

40 48

33.33 53.33 13.33

1

o

0

0

2

4

I

96

3.2 x

In table troelve, ten (33.338) respondents strongly agred and

sixteen (48t) agreed. Four (13.33*)disagreed and no respondent

strongly disagreed. A total of nj.nety six points were

accumul,ated thus averaging to 3.2t which presents a positive

attitude towards the statement.

28

E

LI

E

t.l

E

E

E

I
I
I
T

E

E

f
lt

t
t



Tab1e 13

Statement 13: Indigenous materials are easily gotten in my

community.

SAA D SD Pos. Neg.

Points

# of resporrients

Points total

Percentage

Ibtal points of aII respor,ses

Average

4 3 21

0021 9

842700

3070

11i

3.7 x

In table tldrteen, twenty-one (70*) respondents strongly

agreed and nine (30t) agreed. No respondents disagreed or

strongly disagreed on the statement. The thirty (100t)

respondents therefore agreed that indigenous materials are

easify gotten in their community.
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Tab1e 14

Statement I4: Children love using indigenous materials in arts

and craft.

SA A DSD Pos Neg

Points

# of respondents

Points total

Fercentage

Total points of all responses

Average

4

5

20

3

14

42

21

9 2

18 2

16.67 46.67 308 6.57

82

2.73 X

In table fourteen , five (16.678) respondents strongly agreed

and fourteen (46.67t) agrreed. Nine (30t) disagreed while two

(6.67*) strongly disagreed. Since the majority, nineteen

(53.33t) of the total respondents agreed, the statement reflects

a positive response.
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