
B:i#l:ffi#

tt

I

I * * * a * t * * t t t * t * t t * * * * I * t a t :r :t !t * t * *:a * * a r.t* * t * * * * * * * * * * * t * r t t

A survey to determine the probleEs encountered bI/

teachers of rural schoola in the Northern area of orange*
Wal.k'Di strict, in the teaching of art education.
*tt+*tt:it**ttt*********al,ltt:l!t*ttail:lail:l*l:lt:l:l!tt**it!t!t:ttl:lrt,ll

subDitted in partial fuLfilnent of the requireuents for
a trained teacher certificate

subnitted blr

Uark Pech

July , 1998

*
*
I
*
*
t
t

/

I
E

tl

I
I
T

E

T

T

E

E

T

!
I
E

t-l

I
I



l, 
I

s\St'$fr:S

I ove tremendous gratitude to all who contributed to
lhe completion and success of this study:

To God who gave me the strength and directlon during the

the preparation and completion and success of this study.

To my uife and children who gave me the courage anat

supporU.

To Dana Pech who made the typographical vork.

To Helmi Verbakel who assisted me throughout the research.

To my friends who gave ne the courage and he].p to complete

this study.

I
E

E

I
I
I
E

f
t.l

T

E

E

E

lt

I
f
E

AcknoY]'edqenents



Chapter I
Ba ckground

Identification of problem

Purpose of study

Significance .

Definition of terms

Chapter If
Literature Reviev

Chapter III

SampIe

fns trument

Hethod of collecting Data

How data sas analyzed .

Cha jpter IV
Presentation,Analysis & Interpretat

of Data

Chapter v

concluslon and Recommendation

Long Range Consequences .

Bibliography .

Append i ces

10n

Page

1

3

4

5

6

7

13

t4

15

16

t7

T

T

E

I
T

T

E

E

T

T

E

T

n

f
I
I
T

Table of Contents

53

55

56

57

t.l

u



t

(1)

Chapter I
Backqround

Art education is an important aspect of learning. Art

opens the mind for exploration. The creation of art is open

to each and every person. The value of art is manlfested as

a person does or explores new forms and ideas. Through art a

person can portray feelings and depict messages. The process

of creativity is important. Discovering through the beauty

of arts is vhat appeals and develops the nind. children

have the polential to create arts using their skills.Through

arts children can upgrade ski11s such as manipulatingrjoining
gluing,pinning etcetera. As children acquire or learn nev

skiLlsrthey can use that to build on what they know.

The researcher has found out that children are not

given the opportunity to be creative. Teachers vould

traditionally give children set designs for them to apply

color, shadings or tracing. Litlle emphasis is placed on

exploration. Exploring will al1ow children to think abstract.

Many teachers tend to stifle children by giving then

samples for ttrem to reproduce. From infornal interviews lhe

researcher found out that many schools lack a curriculum

gulde that can be used to teach arts. Teachers lack the

knovledge of usinE indigenous materials extensiveLy and

ef fect ively . Schools are \rel1 equipped vith guides that
concentrate on traditional forms of basic application only.

Arts cannot be taught as an academic subject. Creativity is
vhat arts is all about. The problem is a common one. The

most common reason to explain it is the lacking of the
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know hov to teach it.

Teachers urgently need help in the aspect of art

education. Fostering arts would not be laborious,it only

needs time to explore and use of individual attention and

imagination. Moving away fron traditional arls would lead

to abstract thinking. The researcher believes that many

factors contribute to a lack of motivation to teach arts.
These will be explored so to help develop and appreciate

the teaching of arts.
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Proble[ statenent

The researcher has observed that many problems exlst

in the fostering of art educatlon. The purpose of art

education is not being carried out to convey its true

meaning. A stifling form of art is introduced. The present

probLen made the researcher conpile possible reasons

for this behavior.

A) curriculum guides are not available to teach arts

effect ive1y.

B) Chlldren do not fully participate in arts lessons

because of a lack of art resources.

C) skllls to fornulate an effective lesson plan is
not fully implemented.

D) not nuch use of indigenous rBaterials as an alternative

to expensive materials

E) Teaching of art, is not a priority.

F) Not much time is allocated for teachlng art education.

The reasons gathered are clear indications or factors

vhich contribute to inefficiency of art teaching. Children

should nove away fron traditional arts and to develop the

skil1s of exploration and thought.
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Purpose of Study

Through this study the researcher seeks to find out

to I'Ihat extent art is being taught and if it is belng

carried out correctly and efficiently. The researcher rui11

try to identify the many problems or dratr backs that prohibits
the teaching of art effectively. The research will also give

a clearer or deeper understanding of rhat teachers understand

about art education. Recommendations will be given so that
teachers would improve the teaching of it. Nev ideas will
enlighten teachers to take a closer look at art education

and discover vhat it is all about.
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Sionificance of study

A) Principals,educators will be encouraged to implement the
usage of indigenous materials to create arts.

B) To encourage staff to be crealive by using inexpensive

naterlals found in the environment.

C) Teachers will find the importance of teaching art
art education in elementary schools.

D) Teaching of art wl11 stimulate children to be creative

and make use of it as part of their explorations.

E) The rninistry can use recommendations to improve the

situaLion by including in the curriculum.

F) The Bellze Teacher's Training College Will be motivated

to offer art education as a major and not as an electlve.
G) Children $i11 be motivated to use art and craft as a

source of i ncome .
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Definiti of TerDa

1. B.T.T.C - Belize teacher's Training College

2. SA - Strongly Agree

3. A - Agree

4. D - Disagree

5. SD -Strongly Di sagree

6. R.C.Sch - Roman Catholic Schoot

7. O.W. - Orange Walk

8. Dlst - District

9. Bze - Be1ize

10. Trs - Teachers
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Literature Reviev

The covernment of Belize through the ministry of education

is conmitted in providing each individual Belizean formal

education. Each individual is expected to attain spiritual,

social,moral,good ethical values, academic achi evements , the

appreciation of arts and aesthe!ic development. Educators in

our school system are preparing individuals to develop special

skil1s for the active partieipation in the development of

Be].ize-

Presently, certain aspects of learning are not fu11y

carried out. Emphasis has and is being placed on academic

achievements. Little focus has been placed on areas of

aesthe!ic development and ethical values. Many reasons exists

irhy schools such as the ones in the Northern rural area of the

orange walk District do not put much interest ln aesthetic

development. The researcher has observed that the teaching of

art is considered a minor and unimportant subjec!.

children and their art

It is very vital that each child devclops aesthetic

appreciation. Children need to be involved in discovering and

to be a part of reality by observation of their environment.

Aesthetic elenents give individuals a sense of pride,joy and

delight in their daily 1ives.

Art can be of great value to the individual child. Each

child has the ability to be creative.
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Annette Wood(1981) stated that almost all children love

to make things,and lhe benefit derived fron doing so vill be

as much in the making as in the end product. Decades ago,

educatoEs believed that art education was limited to a glfted

minority. This has been proven otherrrise. Through critical

thlnking children can observe and discover new ideas in art

education.

Kroqh( 1994) based on John Dewey's observations stated that

rediscovery of a solution to any problen r,hen achleved without

the knorrledge that the solution had already been found might

be considered a creative act and might be placed from the

stand point of learning in same category as an original

discovery. This statement emphasizes the fact that each

individual has the capacity and potential to be creative.

cifted children tend to demonstrate more ski1lfu1 activity

and ability but that does not conclude that non-gifted

children vould not. At whatever pace a child uorks,he or she

will be able to produce an act of creativity.

Knowing that each child has the ability to be creative,

lhen teachers should give each child the time to develop his

or her individual ski11s and put to use in nerr situations.

Developing art ski1ls is very important. These skilIs can be

used in manipulative activities. ski11s such as pasting,

sticking,glueing,joining,pinning etcetera are all used while

performlng sone art activities. These skil1s can also be

T
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used in other subjects such as math,science and other areas

where manipu1atton is needed.

The carrying of art demands a degree of freedom and tine.
Children can work independently or in groups. The researcher

has noticed that many schools ln the Northern rural area of
the Orange Walk District limit the child,s creative ability to
be fulLy expressed. Many art lessons involve the child
mimicking or duplicating sonething that vas already designed

by someone e16e. Juliet Moguel (f994) has cited that Ueachers

teaching in the lover division rrould give their children to
dra!, and color on1y. This observation limits the child's
creativeness. Wood (1981) polnts out that a vise art teacher

will never have a fixed idea of yhat the finished uork vill
look like,because this is in the hands of the children:and

the element of the unknorrn vil1 be exciting for both the

teacher and the child. This Etatement stresses that the

individual viIl come up nith a unique end product. This

method of teaching art narrors down the ability of children
to work freely and express themselves.

This type of art teaching occurs because some teachers do

not have the experience and are thelefore not confident rhile
performing art act ivit ies.

The use of soneone t s mc,del or design and copying it is
easier for the teacher to teach it. This behavior has led

teachers to look at arts as an uninterested subject in school.
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This negativity tolrards art has placed lt as ghe least

important. Much effort is placed on academic studies.

Gaitskell and Hurvitz (f970) stated that education is more

than the process of recording sense inpressions on a passive

mind,but that the learner must hinself be an active

participant and must reorganize the explessions encountered.

This observation points out the inportance of going beyond

academic storage only,but having the individuaL involved in

deciphering what surrounds him.

Art can also be integrated in acadenic subjects. wood

(1981) enphasized that arts and craft uork should not be

treated as a subject isolated from the rest of the curriculum.

It should be linked as often as possible to other aspects of

children's work and school life in general. This observation

states that there is room for art activity throughout the

child 's life of schooling.

who can teach arts?

The basic elements and principles of art are being

practised by children. According to Brommer and Horn (1985),

children should go beyond that. Children rnust know about 1ines,

shape, space,color,value and texture. These elements of art

should be incorporated during art activities. The principles

of design vhich are more sophisticated can also be integrated "

The researcher has found out informally that many teachers
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lrou1d concentrate on lines,shape and color and vould

hesitate to go beyond that.
Teachers need to know the importance of fostering art

crea!ivity. They nust guide children as they perform art

activities. Art activities must be enjoyed and not fru6trate

children. Lambert and Lorrenfeld (f987) emphasized that art

should reflect the particular stage of development that the

child has reached. This citing is very important for teachers

to follorr, Art lessons should be designed and be appropriate

to lhe children involved. The outcome of any art activity

nusb be praised by the teacher. The teacher will be the

provider and the resource person. caitskell and Hurwitz (1970)

remarked " A creative person is opened to experience. He is

alive to the possibilities of the moment and does not

distort experience to make it consistent with predetermined

concepts. " These vords make it clear that imagination i6

inportant in doing art in contrast to copying or duplicating

someone's \rork. Teachers as educators must appreciate art

thenselves and be open to experiences.

practices in arts

The researcher

perform costly art
for a few chi ldren

has also observed that many teachers

activities. This practice usually caters

rrho have the resources. Teachers need to
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conslder the children's economic capabilities. Educators

should look at other avenues whe{eby the entire class can

participat,e. Teachers should focus on lrhat surrounds the

children. observing their surroundings lri11 a1los children

to be involved in detail observation of physical factors that

can be used to make art and craft. The environment is rich

with indigenous materials. Materials can be human made or

natural. Children can use these materials and their creativity
uo do an art piece. The expression in art relies on both the

unigue personal gualities of the individual child. The art

will reflect hi6 or her experience. Moguel (1994) said " He

or she learns to use the materials around him or her with

sensitivity and beauty and uses the tool6 around with accuracy

and efficiency to portray what he or she sees and feeIs."

This further clarifies that materials in the environment can

be used in arts. These naterials are alternatives to

unaf fordable materlals.

Art is actually a product of creativity. Teachers as

moulders of minds should foster art education. rt ls very

importan! that each child is given the opportunity to develop

this aspect of aesthetlc learning. All uhair surrounds a chiLd

has elerents of arts. Children need to appreciate and

understand what surrounds him or her. It would be of benefit
for a child not only to excel .academically but develop a

sense of beauty and appreciation for arls.
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Chapter 111

The Reaearch Desiqn

Sarple

The population for this survey included teachers of all

grade levels from all five (5) Orange Walk Northern Schools.

These rrere Douglas R.C.School, San Jose Government School,

San Pabto R.C.School , San ,fuan R.C.School and San Roman R.c.Sch.

From this population, the researcher used all the schools

for the study. The sample had 43 teachers included. only 38

teachers responded meaning a !ota1 of 38 questionaires collected

out of the 43 distributed. The outcomes reflect the 43

questionaires received. Teachers involved lncluded both sexes.
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The instrument used to collect data ffas a questionaire.

ft consisted of tro parts. The first part was designed to

obtain a general information about the respondents. Thls

included alJe, sex, qualifications, ueaching experience and

information on personal view towards arts.

The second part ofthe questionaire was designed to find out

attitudes and possible problens !eachers encounter in teaching

art education. This section of the guestionaire consisted of

27 ilems, all on a Likert - type scale. An example would ber:

My art lessons are expensive. SA A D SD .

The sA - means strongly agree, A - agree, D - disagree

SD - strongly disagree. To obtain responses leachers chose

among the four options and circled their choices.

** a copy of the questionaire appears in the appendix.
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Uethod of Col l"ect ing Data

The researcher first visited the principals of the sample

schools and explained the reason for the study. He requested

permission to use their schools for the study. The principals
of all the schools accepted and granted permisslon. The

researcher asked the principal to kindly distribute
questionaires to his/her staff and expJ.ained briefly the
procedures and instructions. ouestionaires vele distributed on

the sane day and collected one veek later.
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Data Analysis

After data vas colLected, the researcher examined each

statement and analyzed each one. The inforrnation was presented

on tables showing the frequency and percentage of each

statement. The positive or negative reponse Iras also given.

General information of respondents vere presented on tables

and frequency charts.
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PartI:BackgroundData

Data

1. ) To which age grouP do You belong?

Tota 1

Percentage

100%

Table 1 shows the age of respondents. The teachers

range of 20 to 35 and over. 11(30%)

years. 17(45%) teachers are 25 - 30

30 - 35 Years and 3(7%) teachers are

in the

Ueachers

years.
s amp 1e

are in

7 (t8%)

J5 ano

have an

bhe 20 -
teachers

over.

age

25

are

cabegories Tallies F r equenc Y

under 20 0 0

20 25 I4ilt tff 11 30

45
25 30 +ilf ]llt iltt rt

30 5) till tl 7 18

35 and over lil 3 7

38
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2. ) Sex

Ma 1e F ema 1e

18 20

Of the 38 teachers rrho responded to the questionaire,

19(47%) were males and 20(53%) were females. The majority

of these teachers were mainly between the ages of 19 to 31.

The rest were over 30 years.
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3. ) Qualifications

The table shor s the qualificalions of the respondenus.

17(44.7%l are trained, 12(31.5%) are first class teachers and

9(23.6%) are sixth form graduabes.

degree tra i ned first
class

second
class

first
teacher

high
school
gradua!e

s ixth
form

0 t1 l2 0 0 0 9
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4.) In rrhat division do you teach?

Table 4 shows that lL(24%) respondents teach in the infant
division, 11 (44%) teach in the middle division and 1O(27%)

teach in the upper division.

talLies f r eq uency percentage

infant llll- w r 11 29

middte f,tt llll-lftt rt 77 44

uppe r +|il-## 10 27

total 38 700%
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Table 5 shors lhat 33(86.8%) teachers have art
included in their curriculum. 5(13.291) do not have

as part of the curriculum. The majority of schools

art education in their curriculum.

5.) 1s art education included in your curriculum?

Responses Number of responses Percentage

Yes 33 86.8%

No 5

education

art education

seem !o have
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6.) I integrate arts with other subjects.

Responses Number of responses Percentage

Yes 30 79%

No 8

Table 6 shorrs that 30(79%) respondents integrate arts with

other subjects and 8(2L%) do not integrate. wood(1981)

emphasized that arts and craft should not be treated as a

subject isolated from the rest of the curriculum. the najority

of respondenes are of the opinion suggested by r+ood.
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7.) My teaching experience.

The table shows tha! 10(26%) of respondenls have 1-5 yrs

teaching experience. 22 t58%) respondents have 6 - 1l years

teaching experience, and 6(16%) teachers have 12 years and over

teaching experience. The majority of teachers have 6-11 years

teaching experience.

of

of

of

of

CaLegories Tallies Percentage

1 5 yrs 10 26%

6 11 yrs 22 58%

12 and over 6 t6%

TotaI 38 10 0%
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8.) HoI, often do you teach arts?

The table shovs that 36(95%) respondents leach arts one time
per the veek. 2(5%) teachers teach arts 2 times per week. This

suggest that, art is a subject of less importance to the schools

vhere there respondents a re.

Categories Tallies Frequency Percentage

1 time per veek #tflauw, 36 9s%

2 Limes per reek tt 2

total JO too%
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Part II Attitudes and problems encountered in teaching
art Educat ion.

1. I enjoy art classes.

The response to statement I shons that 14 persons

strongly agreed, 22 agreed, 2 disagreed and 0 strongly disagreed.

The total points obtained vas 64 which scored and average of

1.68 signifying a positive response to the statement. The table

further shovs lhat 94.7% agreed and 5.3% disagreed. This

suggests that teachers do enjoy art classes. This attitude

reflects uhat caitskell and Hurwitz (1970) cited about people

and the ability to be creative and enjoy it.

SA A D SD Positive Negative

Number of respondents l4 22 2 0

Points 1 2 3 4

Totals l4 44 6 0

Percentaoe 36.8 58 52 0

Total points 64

,ALeraqe 1.68
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2. Arb and Craft is as important as other subjects.

SA A D sn P^eil-ir'6

-IJDmber of resrron den f- s 22 15 1 0

Poi nts 2 3 4

Total s 22 30 3 0

Percentaoe 57 - 8 3g ? 6 0

IotaI points

Averaqe

55

1.4

The response to statement 2 shors t})at 22 respondents

strongly agreed, 15 agreed, one disagreed and 0 strongly

disagreed. Total points obtained was 55 giving an average of

1.4 reflecting a positive response. The table also shovs that

97.4% agreed and 2.6 disagreed. The teachers beleive that ar!
and craft is as important as other subjects. Gaitskell and

Hurvitz (1970) stated that education is nore than the process

of recording sense impressions on a passive mind. The positive

response is in agreement vith the findings or observation

commented above.
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3. A11 children are capable of learning arts.

The response to statement three shors that l9 repondents

strongly agreed, l9 agreed, 0 disagreed and 0 strongly disagreed.

Total points obtained nas 57 giving an average of 1.5 reflecting
a positive response. The findings also shows 100% agreement

and 0% disagreement to the statement. All the respondents

belidve that all children are capable of learning arts. Thls
general agreement goes in ]-ine with Annette Wood (1991)

statemen!. "Almost all children love to make things, and the

benefit derived from doing so viIl be as much in the naking as

in the end product. "

sn I D SD Posit-irrp l\IF.ra } i rra

Number of respondents 19 19 0 0

Points ,]
2 :l 4

Tota I s 1q ?R o n

Percenta qe 50 50 0 o

Total points 57

Ave r age 1.5
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Art and craft should be taught only to interested,
creative and talented children.

SA A D st) Polrit-ivF

]\Trtnha r 
^f 

16o^^hd6h+ e 1 7 30

Points 1 2 3 4

Totals 0 2 2t 720

Percentaoe o ? -R 1A A '7P. A

Total poi nts t43

Average 3.8

Responses to statement 4 shors that 0 respondent,s strongly

agreed, 1 agreed, 7 disagreed and 30 strongly disagreed. Total
points rrere 143 giving an average of3.8 reflecting a negative

response to the statenent. The table further shovs 2.6%

agreement and 97.4% disagreement. The response shows that the

majority of teachers do not believe lhat art and craf! should

be taught only to interested, creative and talented children.
This disagreement strengthens Annette wood (1981) finding that
suggest that aLmost all children love to make things.
Respondents believe that arts and craf! should be laught to everybody.
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5. I feel capable teaching arts.

The lesponse to slatement 5 sholrs lhat 5 respondents

strongly agreed, 27 aEreed, 6 disagreed and 0 strongly disagreed.

Total points were 77 9iving and average of2.0 rrhich shors a

positive response. The table also shovs 84.2% agteement and

15,8% disagreement. The above shovs that lhe majority of

Eeachers feel capable teaching arLs. The teachers as well as

children can be creative which is a believe of Krogh (1994)

vhich state that rediscovery of a solulion to any problem when

achieved vithout the knovledge that the solution had already

been found is considered a creative art. This applies to all

individuals.

SA A D SD Pos i t ive Negative

Number of resDondents 5 27 6 0

Points 1 2 3 4

Totals 54 18 0

Percent a ge r32 7l 0

Total po i nts 11

Averaqe 2.0
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6. Art education shouLd be taught only in upper classes.

SA A D SD Positiwe Negat iwe

Number of respondents 0 0 9 29

points I 2 3 4

To ta 1s 0 2'1 116

percentage 0 0 11 '1 76.3

Total poinls t43

Average 20

The response to statement 6 shorrs that 0 respondents strongly

agreedl 0 agreed, 9 disagreed, 29 strongly disagreed. The total
points obtained is 143 giving an average of 3.8 signifying a nega-

tive response to the statement. The table also shorrs that 100%

disagreed and 0% agreed. All the respondents do not agree that art
education shouLd be taught only in upper classes. This general res-

ponse states that each child in the Prinary School has the ability
t,o do arts therefore teachers suggest thau the subject should be

taught throughout the school divisions.
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7 I find
raLher
arts.

it easier
than have

if all chitdren produce similar arts,
each child produce a unique piece of

SA A D SD Pos i t ive Negat ive

Number of respondents 3 L7 9

1 2 3 4

3 34 21

Percentage 7.9 44.7 23.7

Total Points 100

Average 2.6

The response to slatement 7 shors that 3 resPondents strongly

agreed, 1? agreed, 9 dlsagreed, 9 strongly disagreed. Total points

was 100 vhich gives an average of 2.6 signifying a negative response

to the stalement. The table shovs that 52.6% agreed and 47.4* dis-

agreed. This sugges! bhat the majority of teachers find it easier if

all children produce similar arts, rather than have each child produce

a:unique piece of art. This behaviour confirms rrhat Juliet Moguel

(1994) found out. She stated that teachers teaching in the lower divi-

sion vould give their children to draw and color on1y. would(1981) points

out that a wise art leacher vill never love a fixed idea of what the

finished work wi].l look like, because this is in the hands of the child-

ren and the eLement of ghe unknovn will be exciting for bolh the teacher

and the child. what accounls for the response is that many would prefer

an easier way.
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8.) Arts is expensive to rnake.

The response to statement number 8 shons that 3 respondents strongly

agreed, 6 agreed, 18 disagreed and 11 strongly disagreed. The total

points are 113 r*hich gives a 3.0 average signifying a negative response

to the statement. The table also shorrs 23.1% agreement and 76.3% dis-

agreement. The majority of teachers disagreed that arts is expensive

to make. This suggest that these teachers use inexpensive maEerials

when doing arts. Teachers use affordable or available materials to do

their art. This behaviour reflects the findings of Moguel (f994).

She states that the child learns to use the materials around him or her

tIith sensitivity and beauty and uses the tools around him or her with

accuracy and efficiency to portray vhat the person fee1s.

SA A SD positive Negat ive

Number of respondents 3 6 18 11

Points 1 2 3

TotaIs 3 l2 54 44

Percentage 15.7 47.4 29

Total Po i nts 113

Average 3.0
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9.) My art lessons are expensive.

SA A Pos i t ive Negative

Number of respondents 3 6 22 7

Po i nts 1 2 3 4

Total 3 t2 66 28

PercenLage 7.9 15.8 58 18

Total Po i nts 99

Average 2.6

The response to statement 9 shows that 3 respondents strongly

agreed, 6 agreed ' ?2 disagreed and 7 strongly disagreed. The total

points obtained is 99 which gives the 2.6 average reflecting a negative

response. The table also shords 23.7% agreemen! and 76.3% disagreement-

This response refLects correctly to staLement 8. The teachers do not

agree thac arts is expensive uo make and also do not agree that their

art lessons are expensive. This observation affirms that the use of

inexpensive materials for arts is practical or practised by a majority

of teachers.
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10.) My School does not have art references '

SA A D SD Pos i t ive Negative

Number of respondents 13 9 13 3

Po i nts 1 2 4

Totals 13 18 39 72

34 34 ,o

Total Points 82

Average
.) ,)

The response to statement nunber 10 strovs that 13 respondents

strongLy agreed, 9 agreed, 13 disagree'l and 3 strongly disagreed'

The total points are 82 which gives an average of 2'2 which reflects

a positive response. The table also shows a 57 '9% agreement and

42% disagreement. This observaLion suggests that the najority of

teachers agree that their schools do not have art referencesi

statements I and 9 emphasized that teachers use inexpensive materials

to nake arts. St,atement 5 gives evidence that the majority of teachers

feel capabte teaching arts eventhough art references are out available'

An art reference vould give better ideas and skiIls to upgrade lhe

teaching of arts. The majority of Ueachers also agreed that repro-

ducinq an art is easier, this suggest that art references are needed

in the school to develop children's creativeness '

I
t
T

T

E

I
I
E

t
t

3

Percentage 23 .7

T

T

E

n

E

E

E

E



11.) ParenLs believe Lhat
educat i on .

( 3s )

their children should get an art

SA A D SD Po6 i t ive Negative

Number of respondents 3 t4 16 5

Points 1 2 3 4

TotaIs 3 28 48 20

Percentaqe 10 36.8 42.7 13.1

ToLal Po i nLs 99

Average 2.6

ITIIII
The response to statement 1l shovs that 3 respondents strongly'

agreed, 14 agreed, 16 disagreed and 5 strongly disagreed. Total
points are 99 which gives an average of 2.6 reflecting a neg

b agree .

The table shovs 44-7% agreement and 55.3% disagreement. The above shovs
that lhe majoriLy of teachers do not agree lhat parents believe that their
children should get an art education. This behaviour confirms that parents
also tend to prefer acadenic preference over arts. Such a behaviour
nay hlnder the development or appreciation of the value of arts.
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The response to statement 12 shors that 5 respondents strongly

agreed, 29 agreed, 4 disagreed and O strongly disagreed. Total points

are 75 giving an average of 2.O rhich shows a positive response'

The Eable shor*s 89.5% agreement and 10.5% disagreement. The findings

shows that the majority of teachers would plan their art and craft

lessons carefully. Tambert and Lowenfeld(198?) emphasized that art

should reflect the particular stage of development that the child has

reached. Planning done by the teachers suggest that a degree of

attention is placed to what children \rould 1earn.

SA A D SD Positive Negative

Number of respondents 5 29 4 0

1 2 3 4

Totals 5 58 t2 0

PercenLage 13.1 76.3 10.5 0

Total Points 75

Ave r age 2.0
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13. ) chi ldren
maeerials

in
by

( 37 )

my class are provided with necessary art
their parents.

SA A D SD Pos i t ive Nega t ive

Number of respondents 2 7 16 13

PoinLs 1 2 3 4

Tota 1s 2 t4 48 52

Percentage 18 42 34

Total Points 116

Average 3.1

The response to statement 13 shovs that 2 respondents strongly

agreed, 7 agreed, 16 disagreed and 13 strongly disagreed. Tota1

points obtained is 116 which averages Eo 3.1 giving a negative

response to the statement. The la'ale aLso shovs thaL 23.1% agtee

and ?6.3% do not agree. This shows that most of the respondents do

not agree that the children are provided vith necessary art materials

by their parents. statements 1, 1 shons tha! parents are not interested

in arts therefore they vould not provide art materials for their

chi ldren .
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14.) I am able to do an art lesson without using a reference.

The response to statement 14 shorrs that 3 respondents strongly

agreed, 15 agreed, 13 disagreed and 7 strongly disagreed. Total

points are 100 which gives an average of 2.6 signifying a negative

response to the statement. The table also shows that 47.4% agreed

to the statement and 52.6% disagree. The findings strow that a slight

majority cannot do an art lesson wiLhout using a reference. State-

ment 5 shosed that the majority of teachers feel capable in teaching

arts. This points out that references are needed Uo assist in lesson

preparation which leachers can do.

SA A D SD Pos i t ive Negat ive

Number of respondents 3 15 13 7

Po i nts 1 2 4

Total 3 30 39 28

Percentage 7.9 39 34 t8 .4

Total Points 100

Average .,4III
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15.) I need to improve my art knowledge.

The response to statement 15 shows that 17 respondents strongly

agreed, 17 agreed, 3 disagreed and 1 strongly disagreed' Total points

ate 64 $hich gives an average of 1.2 stating a positive response to the

stalement. The table shows that 89% agree and 11% disagree to the

statenent. The above suggests that teachers are willing to learn more'

Accordi.ng to Brommer and Horn(1985), children must know about lines

shapes, space, color, value and texture. Progressive teachers vi11

definitely be better prepared to guide children rhite they do ar!

activities.

SA A D SD Pos i t ive Negat ive
Number of respondents t7 t7 3 1

Points 1 2 3 4

l7 34 9 4Tota I

Percentage 44.7 44.7 7.9 2.6

ToEal Po i nts 64

Average 1.2III
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16.) Indigenous materials will make my art lessons less
expens ive .

SA A D SD Positive Negat ive

22 13 3 0

Points 1 2 3 4

Tota 1s 22 26 9 0

Percentage 58 34 .7 7.9 0

Total PoinLs 5'7

Average 1.5III
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The response to stalement 16 shows that 22 respondents strongly

agreed, 13 agreed, 3 disagreed, and 0 strongly disagreed. Total

points lras 57 vhich gives a mean of 1.5 signifying a positive response

uo lhe statement. The table also sholrs 92% agreement and 8% disagree-

nent. This suggesLs that teachers do agree that indigenous materials

lrilI make art lessons less expensive. The teachers apparently love

used materials from the surrounding environment to do art at schoool-
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17. I can use indigenous materials to make an art lesson.

SA A D SD Pos i tive Negat iwe

Number of r:,s pondents 20 l7 1 0

Points I 2 3 4

Totals 20 34 3 0

Percentage

Total Points

Average

52 .6 44 .7 2.6 0

57

1.5

The response to statement 17 shovs that 2O respondents slrongl-y

agreed, 17 agreed, 1 disagreed and 0 strongly disagreed. The total

points are 57 which averaEes to 1.5 shoting a positlve response.

The lable shor s 9?.4% agreement and 2.6% do not agree. The above shows

that the majority of teachers can use indigenous materi-al's to make an

art lesson . This response corresponds to statement 17. Teachers

know that indigenous material-s do make art lesson less expensive.
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SA A D SD Pos i t ive Negative

Number of respondents 0 6 18 14

Points 1 2 3 4

Total s 72 54 56

0 15.8 47.4 36.8

Total Po i nts 722

Aver a ge ?)

The response to statenent 1g shows that o respondents strongly aEree,
6 aEree, tB disagree and 14 strongly disagree. totaL points are I22
giving an average of 3.2 stating a negative response. Thi6 shows
15'8% agreement and g4.2% do not agree. Accordrng to the majority of
teachers, schools do not help in providing art materials.
Thls behaviour emphasizes that art education is not considered an
important subject in these schools.
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19.) I have enough time to complete an art lesson.

The response to statement 19 shows that 2 respondents

strongly agreed, 15 agreed, 18 disagreed and 3 strongly disagreed.

Total points vas 98 which averages to 2.6%, 44.7% agree and 55.3%

disagree bo the statement. The above shows that teachers do not

have enough tine to complete an art lesson. Enough time is

needed so that children work freely and have time to express

their creativeness.

SA A SD Po6 i tive Negat ive

Number of respondents 2 15 18 3

Points 1 2 3 4

Total 2 30 72

Percentage 5.2 39.5 47 .4

Total Po i nts 98

Average 2.6
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20.) Only trained teachers should teach arts.

The response to statement 20 shows that 1 respondent

stronEly agreed, 0 agreed, 8 disagreed and 29 strongly disagreed.

Total polnts nas 140 giving an average of 3.7 vhich shows a

negative response to the statement. The tabLe shoffs that 2.6%

agree and 97% disagree. Teachers believe that not only trained
teachers should teach arts. Krogh( 1994) points out that indivi-
duals have the capacity and potential to be creative. According

to lhe teachers they as well as children are creative and not

only trained teachers or gifted children.

SA A D SD Pos i t ive Negat i ve

Number of respondents 1 0 8 29

Points

Totals

1 2 4

1 0 24 116

2.6 0 27 76

Total Points 140

Average 3.7
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21 .) staff members are helpful in sharing art ideas'

The response to statement 21 shous that 3 respondents

stronqly agreed, 19 agreed, 9 disagreed and 7 strongly disagreed'

Total points $ere 96 which gives an average of 2'5' The table

also shovs 58% who agree and 42% do not agree to the statement'

The rnajorily of teachers do accept that staff

respective schools are helpful in sharing art

members in their

ideas.

SA Pos i t ive Negat iveA D SD

Number of respondents 3 19 't9

Points 1 2 3 4

To!a 1 38 27 28

Percentage ?o 50 23 .7 18.4

Total Points 96

Average
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22.) Arts is included during a staff development programme,

The response to statemenL 22 shors that 4 respondents

strongly agree, 7 agree, 19 disagree and 8 strongly disagree;

The average 'was 2.8 from a total of 107 poinls, vhich clearly
shows a negative response to the statement. This is shovn nith
29% agreement and 71% disagreenent. The najority of respondents

do not agree with the statement that says arts is included during

a staff deveLopment programme. This again shorrs that arl is
considered a subject of less priority in these respective

schools.

D SD Negat iveSA A Pos i t ive

Number of respondents 4 7 19 I

Points I 2 3 4

Total 4 t4 57 32

Pe rcen t age 10.5 18.4 50 27

ToLal Points t07

Aver ag e 2.8
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23.) f parlicipate in art workshops.

The response to statement 23 shows that 2 respondents

strongly agree, 15 agree, 18 disagree and 3 strongly disagree.

The average was 2.6 f rotn 98 points total which shovs a nega-

tive response to the statement. The tabLe also shovs 44.7%

a;reement and 55.3% disagreement. This observation shors that
the majority of teachers do not participate in art irorkshops.

Aesthetic deve lopment ( arts ) is not a priority.

SA A D SD Pos i t ive Negat ive

Number of respondenls 2 15 18 3

Points I 2 3 4

2 30 54 t2Total

Percentage 39. s 47.4 7.9

Tota I- Po i nts 98

Average 2.6
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The response to statemenL 24 shows that 6 respondents

strongly agreed, 20 agreed, 10 disagreed and 2 strongLy dis-

agreed. The average vas 2.2 ftom a total of 84 points' This

show6 that teachers responded positively. This is seen vith

68% agreenent and 31% disagreement. The majority of teachers

are knowledgeable about a child's developlng stage in arts'

Lambert and Lovenfeld(1987) emphasized uhag art should reflect

the particular stage of development !ha! Lhe child has reached'

Teachers who know this wirl better guide students in doing arts'

SA A D Positive Negat ive

Number of respondenls 6 20 10 2

Points 1 2 4

Total 6 40 30 8

Pe rc en t age i5.8 52.6 26 .3

Total Po i nts 84

Average '))
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25.) I appreciate and accept any art product the children do.

The response t,o statement 25 shows that 14 respondents

strongly agreed, 18 agreed, 1 disagreed and O strongly dis-
agreed. The average was 1.5 fron atotal of 58 points which

reflects a positive attitude to the statement. This is shown

by 97.4% agreenent and 2.6% disagreement. The rnajority of
teachers say they appreciate and accept any art product the

children do.

SA A D SD Pos i tive Negat iwe

Number of respondents 19 18 1 0

1 2 43

Tota I 19 36 3 0

47.3 2.6 0

58Total Points

i.5Average rI
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26.) My class is involved in competitive art
exhibi t ions.

The response shows that 5 respondents strongly agreed,

19 agreed, 13 disagreed and I strongLy agreed. Total points

were 86 giving an average of 2.3 which is a positive response.

The table shows 63% agreement and 37% do not agree. The

rnajority of leachers say their classes are involved in

competitive art exhibitions.

SA A D SD Pos i t ive Negat ive

Number of respondents 5 19 13 1

Points 1 2 3 4

Totals 5 39 4

Percentage 50 2A 1 2.6

Total Po i nts 86

Average 1a
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fnterpretation of Data

The researcher found out lhat teachers in general vielf
art education as a subject to be taught at school. Statements.

I.2,3,4,5,6 and20 shous that lhe majority of teachers believe
that art education is important.. They view that art should be

taught and can be learnt by a11 individuats. Individuals in
general have the ability to be creative. Annette Wood (1981)

stated lhat alnost all children have to make things and the

benefit derived from doing so will be as much in the making

as in the end product. Such a remark finallzes the beLief that
each and every individual has the potential to be creative
given the freedom to do so.

Teachers appreciate the value of art educationrbut the
i.deal situation to carry out art activities is not present.

Several factors exist that hinders motivation towards art
developnent. Statements 10, and 14 showed that art references
are not available and would pose a problem to prepare

effective lessons. This is an experience which teachers face

at schools.

According to respondents parents are not cooperative in
regards to their children education. Statements 11 and 13

clearly points out that parents find 1ittIe interest in art
education and therefore would not participate fuIly. This

negative sentiment unfortunately is seen from the schools

as weLl. Statements 18,19,22 and 23 shovs that the schools

do not see art as an important subj ect , therefore llttIe

I
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interest is sho$n as such school assistance is non-existent,

Staff development for teacher training is not evident. These

realities then contribute to minimal time allocated for art
activities. ouestion I from the background data clearly
shows that art is taught one time for the veek.

Statenents 72,15,16,1'7,25 and 26 are indications that
respondents view art positively but are dlscouraged,therefore

not much emphasis is placed because of negative factor6 that
exis!.
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Conclusion and RecoDrendations

The majority of teachers see art education as an

important subject to be taught at prinary schools. Tables

1,2,3,5,15,and24 clearly points out a positive attltude
towards the subjec!. The tables or findings shou that
a) Teachers enjoy art classes and see it as an important

subject which can be learnt by alL individuals.
b) Most teachers feel capable teaching arts and try bo plan

as best as possible,but believe that their is room for
improvement.

Eventhough teachers are enthusiastic about art education

they are confronted wiLh factors that creates difficu].ty.
These setbacks creates problems and discourages teachers

to carry out art lessons ef fect ively . These can be seen in
tables 7,LO,lL,13,L4,15,18,19,22and23. There is a need for:
a) art references

b) art training
c) school ass i stance

d) enough time for art lessons

e) parent participation
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RecoEEendat ions

The data collected from questionnaires clearly implies

that teachers need:

a) art references to guide teachers to teach the subject

appropri ately

b) more teacher training in art education

c) more tlme during art lessons so children can rork freely

and express their creativi ty

d) parent participation and interest so that all children

participate

e) art sorkshops to develop neu skills for usage of

indigenous materi a1s

f) school assistance in providing necessary materials

g) competition among classes and schooLs to sLimulate

children interest

h) curriculum guides for aIl levels of primary education
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Long Ranqe Consequences

The researcher strongly believes that the study can

be of great help to the Ministry of Ed ucat i on, educators

parents and children. The study wi].l help those involved

to positively undertake the leaching of art education.

Juliet Moguel(1994) cited that teachers would give

children to dran and color only. The researcher hopes that

a progressive approach will be undertaken. The study $i11

motivate teachers to foster children creativeness so they

practice their skiIIs as they discover the vorld around

lhem .

tl

T

u

T

T

T

T

E

E

u

I
E

T

T

t
T

I
I
E



( s6 )

Bibl i ography

wood,A.(1981) Teaching Arts and Craft in Elementary schools.
Lolrdon 3 Prenti.e iia !l r-nc.

Gaitskell,c and Hurlritz,A, ( 1970) Children and Their Art.
I.Iew York : Har tcourt , Brace and World Inc.

Eruroherrc and Horn,G.(i985) Arts in Tour Visual Environmenu.

Lambert,W and LouenfeId,v.(1987) Creative and Mental Growth.
Ne$ Yot:k : tracm i" l- 1an Publishing C ompa ny .

Moguel,J ( 1994 )
a standard four

An eight lreek program in arts and craft to
at Sacred Heart Upper School,San ,foaquin,

to develop creaLivity using Iocai availabte materials--
BeIize: Bel i ze Teachers Training College (Thesis).

Educating Young Chi Idren.
GraH- H]-rl rnc.

Krogh, s. ( 1994 )

Washington: Mc

I
u

I
I
I
I
T

T

T

I
I
I
I
I
T

t

I
I

f



P1ea6e cltcle the reBponse whlch lndlcateB how
rlth each of the fol1o$tng 6tatements.

KEY : SfRONGLY AGREE SA
Abnrr - A
DISAGREE - D
STRONGLY DISAGREE - SD

Klndly answer all questlons

l. I enJoy art claaseE.

2. Art and craft ls ae lmportant as other
subJ ecte .

3. All chlldren are capable of le?rnlng art8.

4. Art and craft should be taught only to
lnterested r creative and talented chlldren.

5. I feel capable Leachlng arts.

6. Art educatlon should be taught only
ln upper c1aase6.

I find lt easler lf all chlldren produce
produce Elmllar artsrrather than have each
chlld produce a unlque plece of art.

much you agree

SA @ SDD

ADSD

ADSD

D

D

A a

SAAD

SA

SA

SA

SA

SA

SA

SA

SA

SA

SA

SD

1

8.

o

10.

11.

SD

SD

SD

SD

SD

SD

Arts ls expenslve to make.

My art leEsons are expenelve.

Uy school does not have art references.

ParentE belleve that thelr chlldren
ehould lret an art educatlon.

I plan my art and craft leaaons carefully.

ehlldren ln my clase are provlded fith
necesaary art naterlals by thelr parents.

I am able to do an art leason vlbhout
using a reference.

17. I can use lndlgenous materlals to
make an art leason.

A

A

A

D

D

o
@

@
@

D

D12.

13.
SA A D

14.
SD

SD

A SD

ADSD

D

u

l-l

tl

E

I
t
E

T

E

E

I
I
E

I
E

f
T

f

15. I need to lmprove ny art kno$ledge.

16. Indlgenoud materlale rl11 make my art
lesEons lese expeng lve .

@
@

@

D

@
@
@



18. The school
maberlals.

helps In provldlng art

SD

T

T

T

I
!
t
t
T

I
t
I
T

T

I
I
T

T

I
!

19. I have enough tlme to conplete an art
lesaon.

teach arLs.

sharlng

SAAD

SAA

SAA

SA

SA

SA

SA

SA @

SAA

SD

SD

D SD

D SD

SD

20.

2t.
only tra lned

Staff members
art ldeas.

teachers should

are helpful 1n

22. AEE9 ls lncluded during a staff
development programme.

23.

24.

I partlclpate ln art workshops.

I am knowledgeable abouL a chtld,s
developlng stage 1n arts.

25. I appreclate and accept any art product
the chlldren do.

26. lay 6lass ls lnvolved ln competltive
art exhlbl t lons.

A

D SD

DSD

@

o

@
@

G)

o

@



Sectlon A! Background Data

Please ( ) onfy one optlon.
Io fhlch.age group do you belong?

under 20 d )_30-35
_2O-25 e )_35 and over

25-30

1.
a)
b)
c)

2. Sex
a) -/ rnate b)_

3. Qualt flcatlone
a)- degree

b ) '/ tra I ned
c)- flrst claaa

4

_second class
_flrst teacher

hlgh school graduate
_s l xth form

female

)
)
)
)

d
e
f
s

5

In what dlvlslon do y
Infant J

Is att educatlon
t/ yee

ou teach?
mlddle upper '

lncluded ln your curriculum?
no

months

6. I l-ntegrate art8 rlth other subjecte.
'./ yea _ no

Please angrrer the fo 11or, i ng .

7. My teachlng exper{en". B y."." (^

9

8. Hon often do you teach arts?
a) I tlme(s) per week
b) < tlne(s) per month

what do you do durlng an art perlod?pleaae descrlbe thelast tro activlbles you dld rith the chlldren.
Il^p ( t +,,* a.f,i n I ^[rii.l

( rlP

10. Do you experlence any problem ln teachlng arts? If
yeEl, pleaae explaln whlch problem(s).

\
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IJrtturltY of ldlr t-SrrY
BclmoPoCcotnt Coptll

Dear Teacher !

I
quea t
the I
of th
this
co11e

Datet 22/5/98

for a tralned teacher'8 certlflcateIn partlal fulfIllment
level 11fI am condueting a
encountered by teachero of
Dlstrlct ln the teaehlng o

survey t
rural ac

f art edu
a to comp

o determine the problem6 .,.
hool8 ln Uhe orange ry611(Itot+hJ
cat lon. Th 1s queEtlonnalre
lete the research PaPer.ls deslgned to collect dat

Thankg 1n advance for your cooperatlon.

Respectful 1vvo re

Mark Pech

I.
lo
nf
ls
qu
ct

ould be grateful lf you rould complete thls
onalre,belng aE honegt as poeslble.I assure you that
ormatlon collected v111 be used so1e1y for the purpose
paper. Lould also appreclate 1f you can conpleue

eBtlonnalre before irune 10,1998. I ttll1 personall.y
them at your tchool.
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