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Chapter I Introduction

BACKGROLTND TO THE STUDY

Progreso is a village where mostly mestizos live and Spanish is the predominant language spoken.
Presently there are two primary schools, one is under the Catholic management and the other is
administered by the Adventist management. Because English is a major problem for children
entering school, there is an urgent need for the establishment ofan early stimulation program which
would take the form ofa pre-school. Establishing such institution would enhance children's social
and emotional development and will facilitate motor and cognitive skills which would enable a
smooth transition from home to pre-school centers to school.

The researcher became interested in the problem because she has experienced diffrculties teaching
children in the infant division and definitely believes that ifthose had attended a pre-school, leaming
would have been more meaningful for the children. Children's linguistic, mathematical and motor
skills were not developed, therefore. the researcher had to teach children at a pre-school level
instead. Blackstone's research in l97l states'tlat there was evidence ofa realization that greater
provision ofeducation at the pre-school has a greater chance ofdeveloping and stimulating language
and intellectual development thereby preventing later scholastic faiturel'

In Belize early childhood education was started as early as the 1940's. These programs were mainly
designed to give children ofthose parents who could afford it, a head start in the academic subjects.

Often children from as early as 2 years ofage enrolled in these programs spending their day sitting
passively trying to leam to read. Mrs. Priscilla Elliot and Mrs. Braddick were the first teachers who
provided private nursery classes in the early part of this century. Mrs. Priscilla Elliot however,
worked as a nanny for English Civil Servant, later expanding her program to include children of
those Belizeans who could aflord to pay for nursery school education. A pamphlet released by the
Pre-School Unit states that'in the 1950's many church state primary schools established kindergarten
classes. It also states that in 1962 many nursery schools were forced to shut their doors because of
the Education Ordinance which reinforced compulsory school age between 5 and 14 y"*tJ'Th"
Department of Education also demanded that the provision for teacher's salaries did not include
kindergarten teachers.

One major goal ofthe pre-school is to provide developmental activities which prepares children ages

3 to 5 for formal school education. Here the child is better able to handle his or her physical,

intellectual, social and emotional environment.

There are a number of training progams delivered by the Pre-School Unit personnel. The training
is geared towards improving the level of competence of those in the field. Pre-school teachers

receive basic training in Child Development and Behavior, Pre-School Education, Methodology,
Techniques, mobilizing parents involvement in pre-school education and developing
teaching/learning materials. The Belize Teachers College also offers an elective course for teachers

desirous of pursuing studies in Earty childhood Education which was introduced in 1980.

Statistics complied in a pamphlet developed by the Pre-School Unit shows that in 1995 there were
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I 15 pre-schools countrywide and are mostly located in the urban areas. This figwe indicated that
pre-schools are very limited in the villages and that there is an urgent need to develop more of these
institutions which enhance children's learning.

Parents in Progreso have shown interest especially the young parents in the establishment ofa pre-
school in the village. Some have even gone to the extent of sending their children lo pre-school in
town since this is a vital facility that is nonexistent in the village.

The researcher has observed that some children in the Orange Walk primary schools who attended
pre-school are doing well in the infant classes. She believes that pre-school education contributes
to the readiness for formal schooling of a child. Consequently children ages 5 to 6 who enter
primary school in Progreso Village are not socially and emotionaliy ready: The teacher has to start
teaching at a pre-school level instead of a primary level.

Many parents have approached teachers in the village requesting the establishment ofa pre-school.
Some reasons these parents have expressed are: that their children have expressed the desire to go

to school, but are underage, the children are bored at home and a pre-school would be the perfect
place to send them. These parents have realized the importance of sending their children to a pre-

school since it enhances their commurication skills and prrpares them for future learning. Because

of the interest parents have shown, the researcher has developed an interest as well to investigate
parents' attitude towards the establishment ofa pre-school in Progreso Village.

PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

Throughthe study*A SURVEY TO DETERMINE THE ATnflIDES OF PARENTS TOWARDS
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A PRE-SCHOOL IN PROCRESO VILLAGE', the researcher hopes

to get answers from the following questions:

1 . Will parents see the need for the establishment of a pre-school?

2. Are parents and community willing to cooperate to make the center a firnctional one?

3. Are parents concemed for their children's education?

4. Is the community aware of the importance of education?

5. Are there sufiicient children in order for the pre-school to be feasible?
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SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

After completing the "SURVEY TO DETERMINE PARENTS'ATTITUDES TOWARDS THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF A PRE-SCHOOL IN PROGRESO VILLAGE, it is hoped that it will be

used by the Education Deparfinent to consider establishing a pre-school in the village. This survey

will also enhance them in deciding ifa pre-school would be feasible in the village.

The Pre-School Unit can also use this research as a record of some parent's attitudes tawards pre-

school. They can also keep this in mind when developing workshops for teachers and parents. The

research will also sensitize the Pre-School Unit ofthe urgent need for a pre-school in the village.

Parents will be sensitized as to the importance of sending their children to pre-school. They will
foresee how this will be of great benefit for their children's future leaming, since pre-school should

set a foundation to enhance their leaming skills.

The community will also realize the importance of establishing a pre-school, since it is a head start

towards the improvement of education in their community as a whole.

Other researchers doing similar research can use this paper as reference material.

DEFINITION OF TERMS

Pre-School: a center where the social and emotional development ofa child is enhanced.

It also facilitates their motor and cognitive skills.

2. Pre-School Child: is a child of ages 3 to 5

l
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CHAPTER II LITERATURE REVIEW

Today's young children are in great need ofteachers who are seriously committed to care for them.
They need teachers who are knowledgeable of their development and to be able to apply that

knowledge to improve their education.. We are living in a world that is getting complex day by day

and as such children need teachers who can help them to make sense out of it.

A large percentage of the population in the world according to lkogh L.S. (1971) is comprised of
young children. Unfortunately they do not have the power and need good teachers as their advocates

to be recognized and valued for their uniqueness. Young children's cogrritive, social and emotional
and physical growth are very limited. There is a geat need to understand the development they are

facing. They need to be freed from limitations so that they can see the world in a different
perspective.

One of the most difficult challenges in life is working effectively with young children. Studies have

shown how teachers have managed to meet these challenges; however, there is no single method of
how to go about meeting these challenges. Young children need knowledgeable early childhood
educators to guide them in the most crucial period of their lives.

Children are unique individuals and as a result they all learn differently. Some leam simply by
having the teacher share his/her knowledge to them. Others leam on their own or independently

provided that they are guided during the process. And there are those who are innately good but are

at risk of losing that goodness due to various influences in the environment in which they live. Thene

are those children who are naturally ready to leam from their environment. The above views have

been shared by adults at different times in history (Seefeldt, C, and Barbour N. 1990). The

researcher agrees with the above statements since children are unique individuals and as such each

one learns difterently. It seemed that at certain points in history children's well being and

educational needs were ofgreat concern and at other times it was given little importance. Fortunately

today child development and early education has been taken seriously and much research and

thought has been put into it.

Our attitudes and beliefs are customs we have a acquired from our ancestors. To become more

aware of them, we have to leam more about their roots. In order to do this we must look back at

history, for what we think today is part of our intellectual tradition. The early Creeks' views of
infants and young children varied from state to state. Infanticide was a common practice especially

where girls and infants with birth defects were concemed. As Mause de L.(1974) noted, "the firther
back in history one goes the lower the level of child care, and the more likely children are to be

killed, abandoned, baten, terrorized and sexually abused". The treatrnent that children received way

back in one of the Greek states was to have education available for boys only which consisted ofan
intensive training to prepare them to become good warriors. In contrast girls were given training at

home for domestic life. The researcher is totally against the early Greek views towards educating

only infant boys and is sympathetic with the treatment children received at that point in time. The

researcher believes that as human being everyone has a right to education be it male or female.
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Plato (427?-347 B.C.) a Greek philosopher wrote his views about early childhood education. He

suggested that, "from birth to age six leaming should be informal, for knowledge which is acquired

under compulsion obtains no hold on the mind. So do not use compulsion but let early education
be a sort of amusement". In other words good health and good social habits were to be taught by
attentive parents. The researcher agrees with Plato to a certain extent. Yes children should not be

taught knowledge under compulsion. But apart from teaching children good health and social habits,

children can also be taught to develop their motor skills.

Aristotle (384-322) also believed that early education was important and was thought ofas the first
writer to recogrize the educational importance of individual differences. He argued that children
are very talented and possess skills which definitely need to be enhanced. The researcher agrees with
this statement. On the contrary the early Romans restricted the education to the basic necessities of
life which were: fighting, farming swimming and riding. Quintilian (ad 35-97) on influential Greco-
Roman thinker bom in Spain but educated in Rome felt that, "in order to produce young adults of
good character, education must begin at the age of one. Responsible parents and tutors, as well as

carefully chosen companions were important because they set examples for impressionable
youngsters". Quintilian emphasized that what the child leamed while young and still at home would
have life long implications. He made several recommendations to make lessons more lively and

interesting along with motivation in the form of praise and to avoid corporal punishment. [n order
for the academic subjects to be balanced he stated that, "physical education would level it offand
consequently promote good health". The researcher agrees with Quintalians' statement and also

believes that present day teachers should avoid corporal punishment since there are other forms that
children can be punished for unwanted behavior.

In his book School of Infancies Comerious Amos J. (1633) who was responsible for pulling out
education including early childhood said, "Too much sitting still or slowly walking about on the part

of a child is not a good sign .... to be always running or doing something is a sure sign ofa s0und

body and vigorous intellect". He supports that children need to have hands on experiences made for
leaming to be meaningful. The researcher agrees with the above statement because hands on

activities makes leaming more meaningful. Today in Belize, The Belize Teachers' Training College

advocates for these types of activities. Teachers are expected to create child centered lessons. 7

Loche John (1632-1704) an English philosopher was brought up in a puritan family, but his adult

thinking was more influenced by the scientific revolution. Locke's ideas on early childhood
represented new ways of looking at children and formed the basis for much of what we think today.

He believed that infants are bom with great potential for leaming. Their minds, he said might be

received as white paper or an empty slate, what they become as adults is then defined by their total

education. Cleverly and Philips (1986) also believed that, "all the men we meet nine parts of ten are

what they are, good or evil, useful or not by their education". In otler words education is what

makes man to act a certain way.

Pestalozzi J H ( I 746- I 827) another philosopher believed that poor children have as much rights to

education as their wealthier classmates. ln the classroom Pestalozzi geared experiences so that they

go from the concrete to the abstract. For younger children there were manipulative materials that

gave children their first understanding of form language and number. The order he said would be

to "steadily increase the range of their practical experiences from confusion and indefiniteness"-



After the concrete lesson was clear the teacher would "supply them with words going a little further
in preparation for the future", Pestalozzi (1912). Much of what Pestalozzi did and recommended
still influences what we do with young children today. He developed activities and materials that
encouraged children to leam from the concrete to the abstract. If one were to observe a child in a
pre-school (3 to 5 years) and later on in a standard three class (8 to 10 years) one would see the

stages developing in the leaming process. For example a four year old who shares cookies equally
.rmong a group can later on transfer that knowledge to pencil and paper problems provided they have

something concrete to understand. For example when a child is asked to share 20 sweets among 4
of them.

Froebel F (1782-1852) an influential educator was concemed for children's moral spiritual, physical

and intellectual growth. It is this that led him to focus on their developmental needs just prior to
entering school. Froebel shared Pestalozzi's horror of what happened to five year olds who for he

first time in their lives go to school. In his mind Froebel saw a house which would be attended by
3 to 5 year olds. He named it kinder (child) garten (garden). Today we know this institution as pre-

school. In order for this pre-school to be successfiJ Froebel knew that special teacher training would
be needed as well as concrete materials developed appropriate to children's interest. The idea still
remains that children at an early age that is prior to entering primary school leam best ttrough some

form ofplay. The feeling that playing and working outdoors can lead to creativity and good health

are practiced by today's early childhood centers. In Belize this is also pragtiqed in the various pre-

schools country wide.

According to Dewey John (1859-1952) a well known philosopher, "children learn by doing and that
participation in democratic decision making whether in or out ofschool develops rational problems

solving abilities and social skills". Dewey believed that leaming by doing was important not just

for pre-school children but for older students as well. The academic subjects needed to be taught

in a way that children would be involved thus be more meaningful to them.

Montessori Maria (1870-1952) identified that bright and outgoing children were not developing as

they should. This was as a result of what she believed to be a lack of adequate and proper sensory

stimulation. Montessori ( I 870- I 952) set out to create a set of materials based on a philosophy that
has ever since molded the nature of pre-school education worldwide. In essence, Montessori also

documented thal "children preferred work to play if only they were given the right sort of materials

in the right environment". Work in this sense would involve a wide range of materials which would

enable children to refine their skills and hence explore their environment. Some of the materials

such as building blocks and number rods would help to prepare the child for academic subjects.

While others such as brooms and dusters would allow children to explore the adult world on a
child's perspective. Montessori Maria (1870-1952) main ideas focus on children leaming in a child
centered environment where children regard work with things and materials as play and is essentially

satisfiing since it helps fulfil the needs of the children growing intelligence and sensory skills.

Although in some ways the complete Montessori system may now seem a little rigid in places, there

is no doubt that it has done a great deal in working towards a genuinely child-centered education.

Dewey(1859-1952) Froebel (1782-1852) Pestalozzi (1746-1827) and Montessori 1870-1952 ue
proponents of integrated experimental leaming as being a key to early care and education. Early

childhood entails the development of social competence which deals with developing children's
physical, social, emotional creative and cognitive skills.

6
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The researcher believes that pre-schools are crucial and indispensable institutions that promote
healthy development ofa child. Indeed evidence is growing in many countries that young children
who do not participate in these programs are likely to experience dilficulty in school later on.
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Chapter III Research Design

This study is a survey to determine parents' attitudes towards the establishment ofa pre-school in
Progreso Village. The instrument that was used is a questionnaire. Parents were selected randomly
to conduct the questioruraire. The questionnaire was personally delivered to the parents by the
researcher. At the delivery of the questionnaires the researcher personally explained to the sample
the purpose of the survey and the steps to follow in completing the questionnaire. The questionnaire
was made up oftwo sections. Section I was designed to gather biographical information such as:

gender, age, educational status, occupation, number ofchildren ofpre-school age and marital status.
Section II consisted of 18 items of which some were negative and positive statements. The
statements focused mainly on the views, attitudes, cooperation and finance of parents towards the
establishment of a pre-school. The data collected was analyzed and interpreted through the use of
graphs, tables and descriptive analysis by the researcher. This thorough analysis indicated the
parents' responses showing their attitudes towards the establishment ofa pre-school in Progreso

Village. The data that was analyzed and interpreted helped the researcher in formulating the
conclusion and recommendations ofthe study.

THE SAMPLE

The population for this study consisted of 50 parents who live in Progreso Village. Some of them
were male some were female and had children ofpre-school age. Their ages ranged from 15 to 49
years and were either single, married, separated or common law. Their first spoken language is
Spanish and their occupation ranged from teacher, driver, domestic, laborer, farmer to mechanic.
The names of these 50 parents were wriften on pieces of paper and placed in a box. Thirty names

were then randomly selected and served as the sample.

INSTRUMENT FOR DATA COLLECTION

A questionnaire was used to gather information for the study. The questiorunires consisted of 24
questions. Section I consisted of 6 items designed to gather biographical information such as gender,

age , occupation, educational background, number ofchildren of pre-school age in the family and

marital status. Section II contained 18 statements relevant to pre-school activities. Of the 18

statements 13 were positive statements and 5 were negative statements. The purpose of the positive

and negative statements was to find out the attitudes of parents towards the establishment ofa pre-

school. These statements contained issues such as: parents' knowledge on the role ofpre-school
education and parents' attitudes towards pre-school.

The Likert Type Scale was used to determine parents' attitudes.Each statement was followed with
possible responses such as SD strongly disagree, D disagree, A agree, SA strongly agree. The

respondents circled the letter of their choice after reading and comprehending each statement. The

statements in the questionnaire were written in simple standard English to suit parents' reading ability
and level of understanding.
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METHOD OF COLLECTING DATA

The questionnaire was hand delivered to the parents at their respective homes in Progreso. The
researcher dialogued with the parents to give further explanation ofthe questionnaire and addressed
questions that parents expressed. The questionnaires were collected personally by the researcher a
week later.

HOW DATA WAS ANALYZED

A thorough analysis ofthe data collected was carried out by the researcher. The data was presented
on tables and bar gaphs. Statements were analyzed separately. Responses obtained were tallied to
get the frequency of responses.

Section I ofthe questionnaire was analyzed on separate bar graphs to gather basic information about
the respondents' background. The responses were tallied to obtain the frequency and corresponding
percentages were calculated by multiplying the frequency ofresponses by 100 and dividing it into the
total amount of respondents which was 30.

Example: N x 100 N: frequency ofresponses
30

The biographical data was used to anallze the sample ofparents background. Section II was desigred
to obtain information on parents attitudes towards the establishment of a pre-school in Progreso. This
part used the Likert Type Scale. The choices for the responses were strongly disagee, disagree, agree
and shongly agrce. Each response was given a numerical value of I to 4 respectively. This section
also contained positive and negative statements.

POSITIVE STATEMENTS

Positive statements gave a positive connotation ofthe attitude of parents towards the establishment
of a pre-school. If the parents' responses to these statements are strongly agre€ or agree and the
average score fell between 4.0 and 2.5, the median, then the attitudes were considered positive or
favorable towards that aspect of pre-school. In contmst if the responses are strongly disagree or
disagrde and the average score ofthe responses fell between 2.5, the median and 1.0, then the attitudes
were considered negative or unfavorable towards that aspect of pre-school. The diagmm below
illustrates it.
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NECATIVE STATEMENTS

Negativ€ statements give negative connotations. Ifthe parents' responses are strongly agree and agree

and the average score fell between 4.0 and 2.5, the median, then this revealed an unfavorable or
negative attitude towards that aspect ofpre-school., In contrast, if the parents strongly disagree or
disagree and the average score to the responses fell between 2.5 the median and 1.0, then the auitr.rdes

were considered positive or favorable towards that aspect of pre-school. The diagram below
illusEates it.

4.0 2 .5 1.0

S'A
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Chapter IV Presentation of Data Analysis

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORM A]ION
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Graph I shows that 30Yo or 9 or the respondents were males whils 70% or 21 of the respondents

were females. This shows that the ratio of males to females in tlr.: sample was I3:7. There was a

higher percentage of female parents than male parents.
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Chart 2:
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The graph shows that parents in the sample have an average range of 15-49 years. Three (3) parents

are in the l5-19 years range, nine (9) parents are in the range of 20-29 yearc, fourteen (14) parents

are in the range of30-39 yean, four (4) parents are in the range of40-49 and more are in the range

of50 years and over.
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Chart 4:
Educational Qualification

of Parents
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The bar gra.ph indicates that the majority ofparents possess a primary school certificate since 56.7%

or I 7 of the parents represented attended only primary school. Only 3.3%o or I of the parents

represented had a trained teachers' diploma while 21.3% or 7 of the parents had high school

education. 3.3o/o or I parent had a University education and l3.3Vo or 4 parents had a sixth form

education.
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Chart 5: Occupation of Parents
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This bar graph shows that l6.7Yo or 5 of the parents were teachers, 6.7%o or 2 of the parents were

drivers, 50% or 15 parents were domestic, 3.3% or I of the parents was a laborer, 3.3% or I of the

parents was a mechanic and 3.3Yo or l or the parents was classified as other.
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Percentage of Parents with
Pre-School Age Chlldren

100

Yes No

Response

This bar graph shows that 100% ofthe respondents who answered the questions, have children of

pre-school age. This might be the reason why parents were interested in aspects conceming pre-

school education.
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