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!ntroduction

The following is a three week case study done at the Stella

lVlaris school in Belize City

The researcher is a teacher by profession but being away from

the classroom for the purpose of studying, has conducted the

research in the aforementioned school.

The Data was collected over a three week period, during which

name will be presented in a fictitious manner for the purpose

confidentiality; the home room teacher; the school principal; as well

principal and the students were required to fill out several forms,

during this assessment period

After the Data was collected, it was analyzed by a group of

researchers who identified three major areas of weaknesses and

three possible strategies to modify the identified areas of

weaknesses.

It is hoped that the information presented, would be of some

2

use to those working with children who possess special needs.

I

time several interviews were conducted with the students whose

as the music teacher. These individuals, except for the school

I
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Case Study One

Name of Child. Kent

Age:

DOB:

Sex:

School:

Class:

Data lde tification

10

10t07 t87

lVlale

Stella IVlaris School

Ability Grouped, Belize City
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Assessment I nstruments

Hand Writing Samples

lnterview with Students

lnterview with Principal

lnterview with lVlusic Teacher

lnterview with Home Room Teacher

Burk's Behavior Rating Scales-Profile sheet

Burk's Behavior Rating Scales-Administration Booklet

C.S.T Class Description (Elementary Level)

C.S.T Student lnventory (Elementary Level)

[Vlorrison lVlcCall Spelling Scale

Sloson Oral Reading Test (SORT)
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Home Background

Kent comes from a family of eight. He iives with both his mother

and his father. He has five other siblings and he is the second to the

youngest child.

His mother and father works outside the home, and this affords

Kent plenty of opportunity to watch television, which happens to be

his favorite past time. ln spite of this though, he still has a few house

chores to do, when he returns home from school in the evening, such

as cleaning the bathroom.

Kent has a very observant mother, for it was from the age of

about two that she observed that Kent was not performing physically

nor academically as he should. lVlost obvious to her and other family

members was the fact that he exhibited severe speech problems.

Henceforth, upon reaching the age of six, Kent was enrolled in the

Stella l/aris School, a school for children with special needs.

5
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School Background

Kent is presently attending Stella Maris School where he started

at the age of six, and has been ever since.

When Kent first came to this school, he had very poor motor

skills. Because of this it was difficult for him to complete basic

physical activities such as tying a shoe lace, stringing beads,

stocking building blocks, coloring, Writing, drawing etc. However,

due to the structure of the Stella Maris School Curriculum, Which is

activity packed Kent has advanced successtully through this school's

system.

At Stella Maris the children are grouped according to their

special needs, and when they become more independent individuals,

they advance them to another level.

Kent is a well disciplined and a well-behaved child at school. He

can stay on a task while the others around him may be causing hav

voc. ln spite of his interest in school, Kent dbes not do academically

well in school, and his speech impedient hinders his ability to

decode words in Reading. At school, he enjoys music and he is most

enthusiastic in this class. He express this enthusiasm uninhabitantly

by clapping, dancing, snapping his fingers, doing the actions in the

song and singing quite loudly along with the music.

6
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Evaluation

Kent is a very well behaved child and he has a great sense of

enjoy being around people who are enthusiastic.

The assessment instruments used to assess Kent's Academic

performance were: Morrison tt/lcCall Spelling Scale" and the

or read any of the words in these two tests. Based on the results of

these tests, the child was functioning below the level of a first grader

in Oral Reading. He also got a grade score of 1.0 on the spelling

test, which again is far below his required level.

There were some major discrepancies between the mode

through which the child learns best, which were using: Textbook,

Discussion, AV Materials, Hands-On-Experience, Observation, and

how the teacher delivered her material. Discrepancies also existed

between the type of assignments that the teacher gave, and the

manner in which the student produces/completes these assignments.

lf the teacher could strike a medium rn these areas with that of the

child, it is believed that the child's Academic performance would be

7

humor. lt/ost of the time he is a jovial individual and he seems to

"Sloson Oral Reading Test (SORT)." This child was not able to spell
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improved sign ificantly.

The child's behaviorwas assessed using: "The Burk's Behavior

:)Rating scales-Profile and Burk's Behavior Rating

Scales-Administrationl Based on the results of these assessment

needed much help tn lntellectuality, Academics, and physical

Coordination, as these areas fell under the significant category.

Under the non significant category he had: "Excessive self-blame;

Excessive Anxiety, Poor Sense of identity, Excessive suffering, Poor

aggressiveness, Excessive Resistance, and Poor Social Conformity.

These areas suggest that Kent be a rather well adjusted, Social

individual.

It was also observed that the Home Room Teacher rated the

child as not displaying significant excessive anxiety, while the music

teacher rated him as having significant anxiety during Music class.

I believe that because the content area of the music class is much

heavier than the other subject areas this creates an unpleasant

feeling of tension, which tends to push the child toward flight,

I

sheets, the child's Behavior was not a major issue but instead, he

Anger Control, Excessive sense of Persecution, Excessive

I

I



especially since the child is often required ro answer oral questions

based on what the music lesson was about, and he has a speech

impediment

However, on a general note, this child's special needs, is in the

Academics, and because he is interested in school I believe with

knowledge on how to help him{o psr}o.m }"lofullest; determination, and

commitment uy the teacher, Kent can probably function productively

within the society.
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Case Study Two

Name of Child: Dana

Age:

D.O.B:

Sex:

School:

Class:

11

11t09t86

Female

Stella Maris School

Ability Grouped, Belize City
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Data ldentification
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Assessment I nstru ments

Hand Writing Samples

lnterview with Students

lnterview with Principal

lnterview with lVlusic Teacher

lnterview with Home Room Teacher

Burk's Behavior Rating Scales-Profile Sheet

Burk's Behavior Rating Scales-Administration Booklet

C.S.T Class Description (Elementary Level)

C.S.T Student lnventory (Elementary Level)

Morrison McCall Spelling Scale

Sloson Oral Reading Test (SORT)
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Home Background

Dana comes from a family of eight. She is the eldest of seven

children. Presently Dana lives with her mom, but this is not always

the case. At times, she lives with her father and stepmother. Besides

this instability in Dana's life. she is burdened with many household

tasks being the eldest child and she also has to help her mother or

her stepmother with the rearing of her younger siblings.

Establishing any lasting friendship is difficult for her as she is

constantly changing her place of residency, primarily due to a lack of

finance.

l5
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School Background

Dana is presently attending Stella Maris School. She has been

here for the past six months.

Dana was transferred from Ebenezar's Primary School.

According to reports, Dana exhibited many behavioral problems. She

was often involved in little squabbles, during class sessiolls unL,d

Break{ime. Dana was also a very rebellious student and disliked

being corrected. Coupled with these behavioral problems, she failed

to do academically. When she left this school at the age of 1 1, she

was in grade ll.

Now at Stella [/laris, Dana continues to under-perform in the

Academics. Her behavior has not improved significantly either.

ln class, she often demands the teachers' attention by shouting

out for help, or going up to the teacher while she is helping another

student. She also seems to aspire for perfection, in that she refuses

to complete a piece of work, unless each letter is well written, or the

work is clean which tends to create a problem for the teacher. Dana

would often destroy any piece of work that does not meet her preset

requirements. Because of this, she seldom finishes any given task

and needs much encouragement to stay on tasks.

The class session that Dana enjoys the most is music. During

this class she seems quite relaxed and would even volunteer to do

a solo for the class!

t6
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Evaluation

During none-activity sessions Dana behawd like a normal

child. However, when the activities for the day or lesson begin, here

is where one is able detect that she is a child with special needs. For

an ignorant person it woul,i sen, that she only seeks the attention of the

teacher because she merely enjoys being in the 'lime light'. This

might be a true evaluation but it is also an incomplete and unholistic

one.

Dana is a child whose previous social experience has had a

negative impact on her personality. Based on the "Burk's Behavior

Rating Scales-Profile Sheet" and the "Burk's Behavior Rating Sales

Administration Booklet" Dana needed special attention in: Anger

under the significant category of this assessment instrument. These

special needs of hers suggest that she is exhibiting Mal adaptive

sheet, Poor Physical strength, Poor Coordination, and Poor sense of

identity was not a significant factor. However, it is interesting to note

that a major discrepancy existed in how the two teachers that

t7

Control, sense of Persecution and Ego strength. These areas fell

behavior because of her experiences. According to this assessment



assessed this child viewed her in "excessive resistance. The Home

Room teacher rated this aspect as not significant while the Music

Teacher rated her as very significant. The Music Teacher also rated

her as having "poor sense of identity to a very significant degree,

while for the Home Room Teacher, this was not a significant issue

The Home Room Teacher may be accredited for the fact that she

ignores Antagonist actions of the child which presents no physical

harm to others and she also focuses on the child's nonantagonist

behavior. This is a technique that allteachers need to develop.

these have become an obstacle in the child's Academic

Achievement. According to the "[Vlorrison McCall Spelling Scale"

and the Sloson Oral Reading Test (S.O.R.T) Dana is Pe"lon*,Iwell

below her Academic level. She was not able to spell any of the words

and thus her grade score was 1.0, on the Spelling Assessment Sheet

and she was reading at the 0.1 levels ('0' month of 1st grade).

Discrepancies also surfaced between the child's mode of

learning and the teacher's mode of teaching. This child learns best

through Textbooks, Audio Visual Materials, Hands-On-Experiences.

l8

Because of the Behavioral Problems that this child exhibits

I



child also does best using or ooing, Multiple choice, Matching and

True/False items, which the teacher seldor,r requires them to do.

They could greatly help Dana if they deal with her behavioral

problems appropriately, as these are a hindrance to her academic

success in school.

19

The teacher does not use these materials when she is teaching. The
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