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CHAPTER I

A survey to determine Parentsr, Teachers', Childrents

attitude towards the teaching of Spanish as a primary subject

in the Upper Division of Queen Square Anglican School.

Background of Study

Belize City is the largest urban settlement

of BeLize. From a national population of about

estimated that approximately 80,000 inhabitant.s

in the country

240,000, it is
occupy Belize City.

Belize is a multi-raciaf society. The first inhabitants were

the ftayas. Over the years many other groups have since settled

and made Belize their permanent homes. Some of these include the

Mestizos, Mennonites and carifuna. They occupy different parts

of the country.

More recently however, Belize has experienced the influx of

Central American refugees from across its borders. Belize, as

we kno$r, is surrountled by Spanish-speaking countries and is the

only Central American country that has English as her official

language. Bel-ize is borilered in the north by Mexico and south-

west5y Guatemala- So, rnhether we like it or not, Belizeans

have a lot of Spanish influence.

At the enil of June 1993, Belize was already hosting a total

of approximately 8,942 refugees from Central America. Of these

698 are Salvadoransi 243 Guatemalans; 3.58 Nicaraguans and 2.58

Hondurans.
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The approximate percentage of refugees by district
is as foLlows: 69.38 resided in Cayo, 11.6t in Orange

I0.38 in Be1ize; 4.2? in Stann Creek; 4.188 in Corozal
Toledo.

can speak and understand Spanish. yes, that j.s true,
speaking grammatically correct Spanish? Moreover this
the population either has had a Spanish background i.e
or have lived among the Mestizo group or other group;

language is Spanish.

WaIk;

and 2t in

From these figures, one could recognize immediately the

importance of the Spanish l-anguage to all Belizeans. The ideal
first step would therefore be to include spanish in the curricul-um

as a primary subject.

A reader night say that more than half of Belize,s popu Iation

but are they

portion of

. hereditary

whose first

But what of those people living in the urban areas of the

country - the majority of whom are not exposed to the Spanish
_)Ianguage: Don't they, especially the children, deserve an equal

opportunity to acquire this wonderful language?

The importance of the Spanish language has been long recognized

by Belizeans. This is the direct result of migration of refugees

from Centraf America into our country. The Spanish 1anguage is
,to fo.,get considered an asset, but a necessity. Bilingual persons

are given first preference for jobs where the Spanish language wiIl
be required for communication skiIIs. Weekly ner^rspapers, often
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carry vacancles and knowledge of the Spanish language is

tlefinitely an asset. fhe job market especially tosay ls a very

competltive one and the biJ-ingual person who coulf effectively

conmunlcate with all customers will most naturall.v be hlretl'

Queen's Square englican school was first opened in 1962'

This school is located in the Queenrs Square area of $e1ize Clty'

Presently there are three huntired ancl elghty seven chlldren

enrolled in the Upper divlsion of the school' Of these only nine

chlldren at the school speaks and underetantl the Spanish language '

The research'made ao attenpt to teach children of thls

school Eome baslc toplcs un'ler the subject Spanish' Thl-s was tlone

ln June 1994, one month prior to the surnmer vacation' and classes

were held three tlnes per week' ' Chlldren were not only taught vords'

but also correct pronounclatlon, which proved a problen for

chlldren. All chiLdren, save one were fron homes xhere Creole or

-uYrglish was the first language' the ch1ld who shored knowletlge of the

language vas Garifuna. Her famlly speaks nothing elsee but thelr

language at hone ts similar ancl some wortls are actually Spanish'

wor.Is like school and onion has no Garlnagu translatlon, but the word

escuela and cebol]'a are used' So this chilcl was a few stepB ahead

of the otber because of her background' The chlldren wele taught

(f) f,o s ALfabetos (li) I,os nuneros (ttt) otiectos eg' mesa' llbros

( lv) ?artes tlel Cuerpo €g' Dano ' dedo ' tlientes ' Children hatt a l"ot

of problens pronouncing vords, However at the end of the month'

chlldren were able to respond 
[brokenly rt when asked Como e.tas?
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and Cuantos anos tienes? Ten children frorn the Std.

took the short couree. The chLldren were between the

nlne through eleven years o1d.

IV clas s es

ages of

Ihls experience Just goes to show how much can be achieved

over a perlod of tlme ,when the children are wl11ing to learn
and teachers nake t+emselves available. Ihe teachlng of Spanish

1s not a dlfficult taek. Actlvities for the chllttren rere
plannetl each day and each day ended on a positlve note.

/+

I
E

E

n

I
n

I
T

E

I
T

E

E

I
E

I
N

n

I

Chlldren need to be equlppetl wlth thls language when the

geographical location of Bellze 1s consialered. People no longer

consider owing a car a luxury, but a necessity. The sarne can

be sald of learlng the Spanlsh will be an asset to then in the

longer run, especlally if they are living ln an urban area anal

their knowledge of Spanish ls limlted.



The task of effectively teaching the Spanleh language to

students from an urban area Buch as Be1lze Clty can prove to be

quite an arduous taek. rut, the researcher is of the belief that

nothlng is lnpossible , If one has a posltlve ulad and In

w111lng to work. Chlldren rho 1lve in an area that is populated by

Spanlsh speakers wl1I ciefinitely grasp some aspecte of the language

along the way. Even though these chlldrenre hone language mlght be Creole

or Eng1lsh, hearing the Spanish belng used everyday, sone of lt will
eventualJ,y becooe a part of thelr vocabulary. In urban areaa

however, the situation is qulte dlfferent. Take Be11ze Clty, for
exanple. 0n1y a soall percentage of the Mestizo group and the

Central Anerlcan refugees reslale 1n the city. Most of Be1lze Cltyis
populatlon are Engllah speaklng fami11es. Therefore the chllclren

are not exposeal to the language - they have no background vhen they

hear spanish spoken, they can recognlzed it, yes, but , nost of them

dontt have the sllghest idea what the .bxg11sh translatlon 1s.
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Statement of Probl em

Chlldren at Cru€eli's Square Upper schooL ate currently faclng

thls ilisadvantage. the lreole tllalect is commonly usetl by all races,

when conversating, espetially in 3eIize Jity Ilie prevalent in thLer

homes is the 3reoIe diaLect; at echool theyrre taught in &rgIislt

and llvlng 1n the city as they ilo, they ?earcely hear anlrtfui1g

of the Spanish langr1;.gp. &sid6s &0$.9-a31r,'i,tti,;transliition .!r inglisr..

egl I' Buenos allasrt eg.rr B0CAfl ' 
rtmanorr.. It nust be ner''ti-one<i, thr:ougl'

tl,at onl:; the t,righte:' ciliidren kttov t.',t-;se "'.orci 
s
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To you, the reader, Spanish is needed by every Belizean

citizen. Children should be taught the Spanish language now,

so that in their later years, th.is language will be a natural

e.Lement of their vocabulary. Consldering the direction where
I

Belize is headed, it is safe to say, that knowing the Spanish

language, wiII be of much benefit to the children and to the

present and future generations in general.
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Purpose of study

Through the teaching of Spanish as a primary subject in
the upper division of Queen's Square Anglican, principals and

staff members will realize the advantages of teaching this subject
'Lf"both to them$Lnd to the children. Consequently, this will enable

children and teachers to communicate better in the Spanish

language in the transmission of concepts and skill-s when the

situation arises. Furthermore, it wiLl arouse an avrareness and

concern in parents to encourage the practice of speaking Spanish

at home. Eventuall]r, the whole community will place emphasis on

the value of speaking spanish to cope with cormunication in this
modern multi-IinguaI society.
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Signi f icance of Study

Belize has enjoyed cordial relations with her two nearest

neighbours Mexico and Guatemala for many many years nor^r. Relati-ons

with the latter country have been somewhat strained over the past

few years. However, a high level of cornmunication still exists
between us-

Teachers wil-I also benefit from the teaching of Spanish. They

will no doubt be learning as they are teaching the subject. New

words will be added to their vocabulary and their pronounciations

of words, due to constant repetition, will be perfected.

At specific times of the month, Belizeans can be seen flocking
the bcr,rders, waiting in Iine for their permits or passports to
be stamped to enter the countries of Mexico and Guatemala.

Belizeans seek cheaper grocery prices and other items in the cities

Quintana Roo Chetumal (I"lexico) and Melchor Domencus (Guatemala).

g

E

Children will be the g{eatest benefactors if the programme isqu;"r
implemented. Every has to do at least two years of Spanish

in all high schools in the country of Belize. After they have

been taught it in the primary school they will be more knowledgeable

and informed about the subject area. On enter.ing first form, they

will be a fot less ignorant than if they werenrt taught anything

at all. This means better grades for children.
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Whi.le implementing their transaction, Belizeans especially

the city dwe11ers, can be heard "picking" through conversations and

utilizing sign language to a great extent rather than anything e1se,

to explain to vendors what they want. If these people were taught

the Spanish language from the primary ,feve1, even those Belizeans
I

who hadn't reached high school, would have had at l"east three

years of studying the Ianguage (Std. IV, V, VI - Upper division of
primary school).
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A. refugee

Los Alfabetos

Los numeros

objectos

mesa

Iibro

B

a

D

E

F

The Refugee Act 1991 for Belize defines a refugee

as the following: -
4 (1)a if owing to well founded fear of

persecution for reasons of race, religion,
nationality, membership of a particular

social or political group, or political

opinion; he is outsj-de his country of

nationality and is unable or owing to such

fear unwilling to avail- hj-mse1f of the

protection of that country.

4 (1)c if owing to external aggression, occupation,

foreign domination or events seriously

di.sturblng public order. in ej"ther a part

or the whole of his country of origin or

nationality; he is cornpelled to leave his
place of habituaL residence in order to
seek refuge in another place outside his

country of origin.

- the alphabet

- numbers

- objects

- table

- book

/0

n

Definition of Terms

I
l
E

I
E



H

I

J

K

Parres del Cuerpo

frente

dientes

Como es tas ?

Cuantos anos ti enes ? -
Literal translation -
Buenos dias

boc a

mano

Parts of the bocy

forehead

teeth

How are you doing?

Horr, old are you?

How many years do you have?

Good morning

nouth

hand

L

T
N.

T

T

T

I
I
I
T

T

T

T

I
T lt

E

u

E

E

E

E



CHAPTER TWO

Literature Review

Belize, being, a multi-racial Society, is nade up of many

cultures, therefore many languages are spoken. Languages like

Creole, Garf.funa, Ketchi, Iqaya and Spanish are spoken in various

parts of the country. Creole is the only language that is not

linked to the spanish language in some way. A person who speaks

the other languages mentioned can satisfactorily comunicate in

Spanish because of the similarities. Almost all of the children

of Queen's Square Upper School speak Creole as their first

language. Living in this urban area, Be1ize City, they are not

exposecl to the Spanish language.

Language is a significant part of any culture. For there to
be communication between the cultures of Belize, a conlnon language

has to be established. In years past, the Creole people were the

majority and constituteal about a half of the population of the

country.

With the influx of the Central American Refugees, this has

changed. Each and every Belziean, especially the Creole, need to

be equipped with fluency in the Spanish language. The llexican

Ambassador, Victor ll. Solano, in an address to students of

Belmopan Junior College on November 14th, 1994 said, 'The Iccl,lB has

as its priority the promotion of cultural activities as well as

teaching of spanish, 'The Institute of Co-operation and Culture
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Mexico-Belize (ICCHB) provides spanish classes for children

in the evenings at its headquarters on Wilson street,

New Toirn Barracks Area. They cater for children eight years

and older. Ambassador Solano continued to say, lwith the help

of the Spanish language, Belize could nake efficient use of its

strategic location so as to be the ideal bridge that will link

the countries of Central America and l,lexico in the Caribbe,n

Nations." At this Institute, the Professora, Senora Pantoja Sanchez,

speaks to the children only in spanish. She emphasizes the

importance of repetition and the use of concrete materials or

pictures for children to learn the language quicker. She starts

off with los alfabetos, and continues into expresiones utiles -
(eg. buenas noches ) frutas, vegetales etc.'

Children learning a new language wiII acquire it over a

period of time. Depending on the individual child, language

acquisition may take two or more years. Therefore after a year,

children can in no way be evaLuated for overall knowledge or

proninence in the Spanish language. An educational goal for

Belize explains, " to develop a comnitnent to life-Iong learning. "

So the process of learning the spanish language should be

continuous - If the teaching of spanish is implemented in the

upper division of Queenrs Square Anglican School, then three

years' exposure will set.them well on their way in preparation

for high school and external exans (Spanish CXC).
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The CXC syllabus includes nouns, verbs, Pronouns. Regular

and irregular verbs are conjugated in present, future,

conditional, past/present perfect and subjunctive tense' Adverbs,

position of adjectives and types of adjectives:- limiting,

alemonstrative, descri.ptive, Possessive are all ocvered.

A Part of the syllabus also calls for oral conversation of

the language. Prior to the exam, neither students nor teachers

know what the practical aspect wil].l entail. The trend has been

the same over the years. students are presented with a scene

(a series of pictures, or one scene) anil they are asked questions

(in spanish) based on what could be seen- They responcl in

complete spanish sentences for example A clock may appear in the

scene ancl the examiner will ask Que hora es? The student must

be able to supply a responcl Like "a las once y media" '

Oller and Anato (1983 pg. 40) wrote, "when learning a new

language, learners apPear to Pass through at least three kinds

of comunication phases: one-way' partial two-way, and full two

way, 'In one-way conrmunication, the learner listens to the target

language, but does not conrrunicate back- In partial two-way

comunication the learner may respond orally to someone, but not

in the target language. The response may be in the learner's

first language or maybe non-verbally, such as nodding of the

heacl or some other physical resPonse- In full two-way

comsrunication, the learner speaks the target language acting as
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both recipient and sender of verbal messages in the target

language. Children wilt adopt the Spanish language over a

period of time. They will display the three types of communication

at different times during the learning process.

It is believed that in order for a child to learn the Spanish

language, opportunities should be provicled for them by encouraging

conversation anal allowing for periods of co-operative learning '

Cooperation learning is assigning tasks for small groups of

chitdren to work on,together. Placing children in authoritarian

roles in the classroom will also assist and encourage them to learn.

They may learn rioce from each other than sitting clown and listening

to the teacher. In addition, children should be given as much time

as possible to practice the Spanish language in their daily

conversations. R.J. Srdth and D-D- Johnson (1980, pg' I74) wrote

"the more chilclren ta1k, the broacler their vocabulary becones ancl

the greater their familiarity with the different sentence structure

becomes. " The gist of what he is saying is that as children are

speaking the language, their vocabularies are broadening and hence

they are able to construct sentences - As chiltlren speak with each

other, new words are learnt which leads to the foudnation of many

different and new sentences .

D.E. Norton (l-985, pg- 791 explained, " language experience

stimulates oral languages and *.ititg by providing opportunities

for discussion, exptoration of ideas and expression of feeling'"
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llortonr s idea'are achieved in the third conrmunication phase-full

two-way comnunication.

Researchers studying children learning a second language,

have observed the gradual transition from one-way communication

to trro-way. Teachers and other adults have a great role to play

while children are learning the spanish language. They have to
encourage and to a certain extent, force children to speak the

language. Fluency will not be achieved right away, but vocabulary

buiJ-ding has started -

Second language learners begin by listening. This is where

teachers and other adults come in. After listeni.ng over a period
of time, children may be able to respond non-verbally or in their
own language when asked questions. pinally, they start producing

the new language.

Students' ability to organize the new language system depends

largely on how well they can understanal what they hear (Otler and

Amato, 1983 pg. 43.) When students are at the early stage of
learning how to speak a new language, they know few words in the
language and therefore need to understand the meaning of t,hat they
hear. (Concrete Referents). - (Oller and Amato, 1983 pg. 43)

explains, "Concrete Referents refer to extralinguistic items that
can help the learner grasp the meaning of the sound of the ner

Ianguage. They inclutle things and activities that can be seen,
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heard or felt while the language is being used.' Language

environment for young second language learners should be nade

available at all times.

Ilagner-cough (1975, pg. 84) said something similar. "Teaching

a seconal language should follow the here-ancl-now principle and

give the learner the extralinguistic support necessary to under-

stand the new language. " While concrete referents are often

provided in the teaching of second language to younger children,

they are often forgotten for older learners, rho need them just

as much. Older learners, like younger ones benefit form the here

and now principle especially in the early stage of instruction.

More appropriate objects such as money or foocl should be suetl

for older learners. These entail concrete referent and learners

can figure out the meaning of the language used. oller and Amato

(1983, prg. 45) wrote: "optinal Language Learning Environment can

be created (and have been) b teachers in classrooms. one just has

to be willing to subordinate lpnguistic forms to content for a

major part of the curriculum. One also has to be willing to

explore material that may Dot have been designed for Ianguage

teaching purposes but can be adapted to meet those needs.'

The task of teaching the chilclren of Queen's Square Upper

School the Spanish language can prove to be quite an arduous task

but not an impossible one. There are many factors which contribute

to the acquisition of a second language, one of the most iBportant

being constant practice. Intersting topics also attiibute to

childrenrs learning a second language, at a faster rate.
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Depending on the effectiveness of the teacher and the support

of others, children may exhibit a silent period for one (1) to five

(5) nonths. During the silent period at the beginning of language

Iearning, the teacher has to work extra hard since he/she will be

doing most of the talking. Films, film strips, cassettes and

records will be helpful for children as they'3ill be getting familiar

with the sounds and rhymes of the new language. Reading activities

are also useful, as long as students are not asked to read aloud'

Since Spanish is widely spoken in the country of Belize, teachers

can alraw on the rich language resources outside the classroom' In

and out of classroom activities which provicle good language learning

opportunities, can be arranged by the teacher- The children will

be sure to "pick up" some aspects of the Spanish language if

activities are well organized. Children should be encouragetl to
visit places where the Spanish language is spoken at the same time,

teachers should be constantly renindiug and revierring shat has been

taught. Children should also be encouraged to speak the ner

language, Spanish. Correction of students' errors should be kept

at minimu.n, while communication should be maximized. Researchers

emphasize that language should not be forced artificially but rather

acquiretl naturally. Meers (1976, p9. 16) wrote: 'In acldition we

nrust have a warm and supporitve relationship with the class.'

In conclusion, the Spanish language has existed from the time

the first inhabitants of our country Belize, (the Mayas ) arrived

and settled up to the time 5f their mysterious deaprture in about
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1,000 A.D. Even though they disappeared, ties through the years

with our Spanish speaking neighbours have remained. The majority

of Belizers population are also Spanish speakers. The need often

arises for persons to converse in Spanish both local1y and

internationally.

In taking a look at vacancies in the weekly neirspapers,

knowledge of spanish is often a requirenent. This is so mainly for

jobs where persons will be dealing with the General Public.

Public Officers, Doctors, Nurses, waitresses, RecePtionists and

Aubassadors will alJ. encounter spanish speakers. A knowledge of

Spanish will enable them to carry out their jobs effectively and

efficiently .
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A questionnaire was used as the instrument to collect

responses from the three groups of respondents involved. They

were delivered personally with the permission of the principal

to the teachers and students and questionnaires for the parents

were delivered by the students. The parents r.\,ere I j-ven three

days to complete the questionnaires and teachers played an

important role by reminding children to remind Parents about

the questionnaires every day.

The questionnaire for the te

namely part I and part II. Part

questions of which seven (7) wer

positive statements. The childr
( 8 statements ( of $rhich only 1 \,,

response type questions where ch

opinions. Parents were given ei

two (2) negative ones $rhich tota

respond to.

achers consisted of two Parts,

I consisted of eleven ( 1 I )

e negative statemtns and seven

enr s questionnaire consisted of

as negative ) and two open ended

ildren were free to give their
ght (8) positive statements and

lIed ten (l0) statements, to

a-0
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CHAPTER III

RESEARCH DESIGN

RESEARCH METHOD

This survey was conducted to determine the attitudes of

teachers, children and parents in the upper division of

Oueen's Square Anglican school towards the teaching of Spanish

as a primary subject. The population included all eleven (11)

teachers of the school - seventy-five (75) children and the

parents of these chi ldren.
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The respondents r,rere given questionnaires on March 21st,

1995. The researcher collected them on 24th March, 1995.

Frequency tables and bar graphs were then used to present

data gathered from respondents through the questionnaires. AII

data presented was necessary information to serve the purpose

of the survey.
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SAUPLE

The population for this stualy consisted of eleven

teachersi seventy-five (75) children and seventy-five

parents of the same children.

(11)

( 7s )

The eleven (11) teachers are all the teachers of

Queenrs Square Upper school . The seventy-five children,were

selected randomly at class 1eve1:- twenty-five children from

each of the three levels i.e. standards four (iv), five (v)

and sj-x (vi) were chosen, so that the amount chosen from each

class was the same. The names of all members in each class were

placed in a bag, and the required amounts were chosen.

Teachers who responded to the questionnaire are betr^'een the

ages of eighteen (18) and fifty-five (55)- The children are

aged between nine (9) and eleven (I1). The parents had varying

ages f,alling betr"reen twenty-one (21) and forty-three (43)'
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IIISTRI,IIBNA

The researcher useal three (3 ) questionnaires to gather

information needecl for the study. The questionnaires were

constructed for the following respondents:- Teachers, children

and parents: Each consisteal of two sections:- the tlemographic

data and the attitude section.

I. The Teachers' Questionnaire:

A. First Section

It consisted of seven (7) positive statements and seven (7)

negative ones. Items were deslgned to gather information concerning

the attitudes of teachers of Queen's Square Anglican Upper school

towards the teaching of Spanish as a primary subject. The

questionnaire covered topics such as:

(a) The imPortance of Spanish in Our Country Today

eg. Spanish is an important language AII Bel.izeans shouLd

know to speak

(b) The teaching of the Spanish language

eg. It is the responsibility of the teacher to prepare

special activities and methods to teach Spanish

The fourteen items were aII multiple choice. A key was

provided to act as a guideline for resPondents, which covered:

SA - Strongly Agree, A - Agree, N - Neutral, D - Disagree and

SD - Strongly Disagree. Respondents were asked to circle the

fetter(s) that best stated their opinions towards the statement'
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INSTRUMENT

The researcher used three (3) questionnaires to gather

information needed for the study. The questionnaires were

constructed for the following respondents:- teachers, children

and parents. Each consisted of two sections:- the demographic

data and the attitude section.

1. The Teachers' Questionnaj,re:

A. First Section

It consisted of seven (7) positive statements and seven (7)

negative ones. Items were designed to gather information

concerning the attitudes of teachers of Queen's sguare Anglican

Upper school towards the teaching of spanish as a primary subject

The questionnaire covered topics such as:

(a) The importance of SPanish in our country today

eg. Spanish is an important language all Belizeans

should know to speak

(b) ft is the responsibility of the teacher to prepare

special activities and methods to teach Spanish.

The fourteen items were all multiple choice. A key hras

provided to act as a guideline for respondents, which covereil:

SA - strongly agree, A - agree, N - neutral, D - disagree and

SD - strongly disagree. Respondents were aksed to circle the

letter(s) that best stated their opinions towards the statement-
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B. Second Section

This section contained items designed to gather demographic

information about the respondents. This included sex, age, and

educational qualifications. In this sec tion, respondents $7ere

asked to put a check mark ( ,/ | oesiae the word or phrase that

was applicable to them.

2. Students' Questionnaire:

A. First Section

It consisted of nine statements (of which only one ('l) was

negative ) and two open-ended type questions. Items were

designed to collect information about students attitude

towards the learning of Spanish as a primary subject in their

school (Queen's Square Upper). The questionnaire inlcuded

topics such as:

(a) Benefits of Learning Spanish

eg. List some benefits of learning the Spanish

language.

(b) Level of difficulty in the learning of the language

eg. I think Spanish is a very difficult language

to Iearn.
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DATA ANALYSIS

A1I data obtained through the questionnaires were analyzed.

Data $/as presented on bar graphs and tabLes.

Part f was based on a 100t scale table. This section

contained both positive and negative statements. Each

statement was analyzed separately in order to indicate the

total percentages in favour of the statement. This was done

by adding the total number of respondents under strongly agree

and agree or strongly disagree and disagree. After adding,

the combined figure was used to find our what percent (t) of
the toal respondents answered favourably or unfavourabty to the

statenent eg. In table 4, the total number for strongly agree

and agree was 10. This 10 was used to find the t of teachers

i-n favour of the statement.

10/11 x 100 90.92

POSITIVE STATEMENT

Positive statements are those which suggest a positive
connotation of the attitudes of parents, teachers and children's
attitude towards the teaching of Spanish as a primary subject

in the upper division of Queen's Square Anglican school. If
the majority of the respondents strongfy agree or agree $rith

the statement and the percent average fell between 100 aid 50,

the latter being the meilian, then the attitudes was considered
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positive or favourable towards the statement.
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NEGATIVE STATEMENT

Negative statements give negative connotations of teachersr,

parents and chil,drenrs attitutle towards the teaching of Spanish.

If teachers', parentsr or children's responses are Strongly Agree

or Agree and percent average fell between 100t and 50*, the

median, then it revealed a positive attitude towards the

statement. On the other hand, if teacherst, parentst or

childrenrs responses are Strongly Disagree or Disagree and the

percent average feIl between 50t and 0t, then the attitude was

considered negative or unfavourable.

100r 50t OB

S trongly

Positive

Agree /Agree

or Favourable

Disagree/StrongIy
Di sagree

Negative or Unfavourable

Part II of the questionnaires r,,rhi ch were designed to obtain

demographic information $ras presented on separate bar graphs to

show the sex of the sample, age and educational background.
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DATA COLLECTION

The researcher $ias granted permission by the principal
of the school to distribute questionnaires to teachers and

students. A detailed explanation was given to students

concerning the main reason for the survey. Children were

also given a brief, but stern talk on the importance of

delivering parentsr questionnaires and returning them. The

questionnaires were distributed on March 21st 1995 and

collected on March 24th, 1995. All eleven (11)

questionnaires were returned from teachers. Out of the

seventy five students' questionnaires, ten were not ansroered.

Of the parentsr questionnaire sixty four (64) out of the

seventy-five were returned.
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PreseDtatiou aad AEalysis of Data

chapter 4

This chapEer is concerned with the presentaE.ion and

interpretsation of daEa drawn from the survey. The survey was

conductsed by means of three (3) questionnaires. One (1) was given

Eo Eeachers', the ot.her t.o sEudenEs and Ehe lasc on Eo parents.

each quest.ionnaire is made up of Evro (2) sections; demographic or

biographical data aE.E.it.ude of respondenEs Eowards the Eeaching of

Spanish .

Section Ewo of the t.eachers' questionnaire consisEed of

biographical datsa, quest.ions concerning Ehe individual sample. The

headings under which they fa11 are: sex, age and qualificaE.ions.

section two of the studenEs' quesE,ionnaire, soughts Eo discover

t.he sex and age of Ehe scudents.

Section tswo of the parents' questsionnaire consistsed of four

sub-heads, namely sex, age, educatsional background and EEhnic

background.
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attitude while the second section dealE with demographic

informat,ion.
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Sect.ion I
Parts I of tshis part.icular questionnaire for teachers included

fourteen (14) items which were desigmed t.o determine tshe aE.tsitudes

of Eeachers lowards tshe Eeaching of Spanish as primary subject in
tshe upper diwision of Queen's Square Anglican School . Ttre

statsementss consisled of seven &7) posiEive stsat.ement.s and seven (7)

negatsive sEatement.s used Eo measure atstsiEude.

ParE. I of Ehe oEher Ewo quesEionnaires was also designed t.o

measure atstsiEude of parenls and sEudenEs.

3t

E

I
I
E

n

T

T

T

E

E

E

t.t

n

E

T

T

T

T

T



Teachers'

1. Spanish in an import.anE. language all Belizeans should knos, Eo

speak .

Table 1

A N D SD

5

1111 11

(7)

4

111- 1 (4 )

3 2 1

z 100? 0?

This tsable shows that of r.he eleven respondenE.s, 7 sErongly agreed

and 4 agreed that Spanish is an importanE language all Belizeans

should know t.o speak. Therefore Ehats was 100? tseachers were in
agreement. with Ehis sEatsement. This shows EhaL it is a positsive

statement,
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2. Spanish shouLd be taught to t.he children of Queen's Square Upper

school .

Table 2

5A A N D SD

#of
respondent s

5

1111 1111

(e)

4 2 1

z 100? 0?

This table shows thaE of Ehe eleven respondents, nine sErongly

agreed and 4 agreed thaE Spanish should be tsaughts Eo the children

of Queen's Square Upper school . Therefore 100? Eeachers are in
agreements with this statement.. fhis shows it is a posieive

sEatement..
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3. Children will benefit laLer if t.hey are Eaught Spanish as a

primary subj ecE.

Table 3

SA A N D 5U

5

11111 (6)

4

1l-11- ( s )

3 2 1

10 0? 0?

This Eable shows EhaE of the eleven respondenEs, six (5) stsrongly

agreed and five (5) agreed that children will benefit, laE.er if E.hey

are taughE. Spanish as a primary subjecE. T'here was 100t tseachers

j-n agreements vritsh Ehis stsatsements. This shows Ehat it is a posiEive

stsatsemen!.

)l

!
I
T

T

T

I
E

E

I
n

I
T

I
I
I
n

T

T

I



4. Teachers need Lo be Erained in the ueaching of Spanish

Table 4

SA A N D SD

#of
respondenc s

5

1l- 11 111

(8)

4

1-L (21

3 2

(1)

1

* on 09 9.0?

'fhis tsab1e showE thats of the eleven respondentss, 8 stsrongly agreed

and 2 agreed tshaE teachers needs to be trained in t.he Eeaching of

Spanish. of these eleven respondents, 1 disagreed wiEh E.he

stsatemenE. Therefore tshere was a 90.9t Eeachers in agreemenE and

9. )* tseachers in disagreement vriEh E.his sEat,emenE.. This shovrs thats

tshis is a posiEive statements.
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5. Any E,eacher can Eeach spanish as long as they do their Spanish

on the particular Eopic

Tabl e 5

SA A N D SD

#of
respondenE s

5

1 (1)

4

1 (1)

3

1 (1) 1111 (s)

1

111 (3)

72.7*18.1?

This table shows Ehat of Ehe eleven respondents, 1 strongly agreed

and l- agree EhaE any Eeacher can tseach Spanish as long as Ehey do

Eheir research on the part.icular Eopic. Of t.hese 't respondent.s, 1

were indifferent towards the stat.emenE. (9.0t) . Five (5) disagreed

and 3 sErongly disagreed t.haL any Eeacher can teach Spanish as long

as Lhey do lheir researcfr. Therefore t.here was 18.1? teachers in

agreemenc a\d 72.78 teachers in disagreements witsh Ehis sEaEement.

This shows thaE it is a negative sE.atement.
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6. It iE the responsibiliUy of t,he teacher t,o prepare special

actsivit.iea and metshods to teach Spanish

Tab1e 5

A N D SD

111 (3)

4

1111 (4)

3

1_ (1)

z

11 (2)

1

(1)

53 .6*

This t.able shows tshaE. of Ehe eLeven respondenEs, 3 sErongly agree

and 4 agree tshat iE is the responsibility of the ceacher tso prepare

special acEivit.ies and meEhods tso Eeach spanish. Of Ehese

" respondenEs 1 was indifferenE tsowardE the stsatsement. (9.0*) . Two

(2) disagreed it. is Ehe responsibility of Ehe t,eacher to prepare

special activities and methods to Eeach Spanish. Therefore there

was 63.6t tseachers in agreement. and 27.2? Eeachers in disagreements

wiE,h t.his stsaEement. This shows tshats it is a positive stsatsemenE.
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7. IE is more difficult. tso tseach English speaking children
spanish.

Table 7

DA A N

pointss

#of
respondent. s

5

1 (1)

4

1111 (4)

3

tL (21 1111 (4)

1

1 (1)

6 45.4* 45.42

This E.ab1e shows thaE of E.he respondenEs 1 sErongly agree and 4

agreed that iE, is more difficulE. to Eeach English speaking children
Spanish. Two were indifferent towards t.he scatement. 18.1t of lhese

eleven, four (4) disagreed and one (1) sErongly disagreed thaE it.
is more difficult. Eo tseach English speaking children Spanish.

Therefore t.here was 45.4? E.eachers in agreemenE and 45.48 Eeachers

in di-sagreements t. with Ehis statsemenE. This shows thaE. the

response was even, neiEher posiEive or negative,
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8. It w111 be dlfficult for children to learn Spanlsh if lt 18

not spoken at home, only at school.

sfl f, D bD

Fts 5.r9

4o

z + t I

sq.t, +
Thls table shows that of the eleven ( 1 1) reepondente 2etrongly

agree and 4 agree that lt w111 be ttifflcult for chlltlren to learn
Spani8h 1f tt is not epoken at home: only at echool. Of these

eleven ( t'1 ) responents four tlisagree and one strongly tllaagreed

that lt w111 be illfflcult for chlltiren to learr Spanlsh lf lt 1s

not apoken at hone, only at echool. Therefore there vge 54.5t
teacherg 1n agreeacnt an;.d 45.4* ln dlsagreene[t v111 thls
etatenent. Ihla shors thst tt ls a positlve etatenent.

9. ,If Chtldren arc not pronounclng the Spanlsh rorclr correctly
very often then they are not 1earntn3,

Ta,hle 1

thl! table shorB that of the elcvcn reapontlente, 2 none

strongly agrced (2) egreert that lf ch11allen are not protrouaclng
thc Spanish word correctly very often, then they are not

learnlng of thc clcvrn rcepontlents, 1(9.0) wae lndtffercnt
to thls partlcular gtatement. Ftve (5) tilsagrccd anal three(r)

etrongly tllsagrectl that chlldren are not pronouncing the Spanlsh

very often then they are not learnlng. Iherefore then was '18.1 fi

teachers ln agreenent antl '12.7% h dlsagreenent riyh thie

statement. fhis showe that 1t is negative statement.
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s14 fr D 5D
*#

ksyo,"nt a

10"

11.

to

1n

InabllitY
part 1c lpating

untlerstand Spanlsh wtI1 keep chllclren from

class all scussion.

o J

this table showe that of the eleven respontients none strongLy

agreetl that the tnabllity to understand Spanl-sh will keep chlldren

froE partlclpatlng ln class dlscusslon of these eleven respontlents,

flve,(5) tllsagreed and one (1) strongly disagreed that the lnab11ity

to understantl spanish w111 keep children from partlcipatlng in class

dLscueglon. Therefore there wae 45.4y'" teachers l-n agreement rith

afi, 54.'|y'" teacher ln dlsagreenent

lt 1s a negatJ-ve statement.

wlth this statenent. Thls shows that

therelEahlghchancethatchiltlrenwlllgetborecl,especially
these who may not be understan'ling.

5n H l/ b 5D

#"[
ResFovtsq

I ) 1

3b,5 I h,h
Ehls table shows that of the eleveri resporttlerl ts one ('l ) etronglY
agreed ancl three (r) agreetl that there is a hlgh chance chlldren

will get boretl , espectally those not underetanding' 0f the

eleven respondents scven (?) dlsagreedand none strongly dlsgreed

wlth tlre statenent" Therefore there J6.1fi teacher e ln agreenent

arrd 67 "6il 1n dlsagreement wlth the statement" Thls shows that

it ie a negative statenent.
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12.

1r"

Children whose language is Engllsh

understand baslc academlc concepts irt

sfl A D 9D

+rf
\-esyas"

4 .)
4 I

6J" 3L, 3

olo

mlght take longer to

6panl sh.

{a[/o /L

e /1

45'
lhis tabler-'shows that oi the eleven respontlents' none (0)

strongly agreetl ancl four ({) agreed that children whose firet

language 1s Engllsh nlght take longer to r:rrderetand bacio acadenlc

concepts l-n Spanish. 0f the eleven respondents, two( 18.1fi) were

lndlfferent towards the etaterent. ?our:(4) disagreed and one

(1) strongly with the statement. therefore there was 56.5$ teachere

ln agreetren+, and 45.4fi ln tlisagreement wlth the statexoent. This

ehows that lt is a negative statenent.

One speelal teachers needs to be appointed to teach all

children, leveI bY Ieve1.

5fr ,1 D tt)

4ol
Pu(run

4 7

5+,'
Thls table shows that of the eleven responclents four (4)

etrongly agreeil and two (2 ) agreed that one specially needB

to be appointed to teach all chilriren, 1eve1 by 1eve1' Of these

eleven' flve (5) cllsagreed and none strongly dlsagreed' Therefore

54.5'i teachers ln agreement and 45 ' 4y'" Ln dlaagreement with the

statement.fhls shows that tt 18 a positive statener-t'
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14. I do not feel conpetent in teaching Spanish to ny class.

sfr H /1/ D 5)
#of
kes|o, rs e 7 b I 3 L

6t
/o +5.1+ 45'+

This table shows that of the eleven responclents tvo (2) strongly

agreed anil three(J) agreed that they tlo not feel competent to

teach Spanish to their c1ass. Of the eleven respondents one

(9.O*) was indifferent towards the statement" fhree reepondents

dlsagreetl and two (2) strongly dlsagreed. Iherefore there was

45.4fi teachera ln agreement and 45.4% in dtsagreenent. Thls shows

that the responee was even, nelther positlve nor negatl-ve.
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14. I do not feel conoetent in teaching Spanish to ny c1ase.

5ft ,q /{ D s)
4ol
kc-s1o,6a 7 b I 3 7-

(fl
lo +5.+ 4r'+

Thle table shows that of the eleven respondente two (2) strongly
agreed and three( l) agreed that they do not feel conpetent to

teach Spanish to thelr class. Of the eleven reepondents one

(9.Ofi) was intiifferent towarals the statement. Three reepontlents

d.lsagreed and two (2) strongly dlsagreetl. Therefore there wae

49.4fi teachers ia agreenent and 45.416 In dtsagreenent. Thls 6hows

that the response was even, neither posltlve nor negatlve.
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Section 11

llhe following bar graph illustrates the denographic lnfornatlon

of the teachersr sanple. Thege lnclutlee sexl age, educatlonal

background

Graph 1

Bar-graph representing nrale and fenale respondents
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Graph 2

Bar-Graph representing age range of respontlents ( teachers)
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Qlaph 3

Bar-graph representing the respondente ( teachers) etlucatlonal

background .
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Students Ouestionaire

Part I of this particular questionnaire for students includ.ed. eleven

questions, two of which were open end.ed.. The first nine statenents

were (i) Yesl'Io (5) ana (ii) agreeAuetral,/Disagree (4) seventy Five

(75) questionnaires were given out to students and sixty five (65)

were returned..

SIATEMEIIT I
Spanish is a language all children should be given the opportunity

to learn.

TABI,E 17

rES NO

# OF RESPONSES 6' 0

% 400 0

Accord.ing to Table 11 , a)-
all children should. be give

tualentsagree that Spanish is a language
he opportunity to Iearn. The stud.ents

1s
nt

are in agreement with the statenents.

tive statenent.

Thi- s shows that it is a posi-

rEs NO

# OF RXSPONDIIITS 1)

% 20% BO%

This Table shows that thirteen out of the sixty five students agre.:d
with the statement.

to

STATE},IE{T II
llhe Spanish language is spoken at my house.

TABI,E 18
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TIre table sbows that 20% of the respondents are erposed. to the
spanisb language in their hones. rtre majority of the students - go#

are unfortunate to be in hone where the spanish language is not spoken

SIATEI,{ENT TIT

I consid.er the Spanisb language important.

TABI,E 19

YES NO

# OF RESPONDENTS 61 1

% 95.1% 4.616

llbis table sbows that 62 out of 6! students agree that Spanish is
inportant- The remaining J disagreed. and have not yet recognized tbe
importance of this language. lthe najority forned 95.r?6, while the
minority 4.6#. therefore it is a positive statenent.

STATEMENT IITI
Spanish is as inportant as Mathenatics and Science.

TABI.E 20

TES NO

# oI'RESPONSES 47 ,IB

% 72.r% 29.216

According to Table 20, forty seven students are in agreement with the
statement, while eighteen are in d.isagreement. The yes responses are
the majority - 72.196, while the no responses display a Zg.2% defeat.
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llherefore the statement could be consid-ered positive.

STAIEX{EI'IT 5

I will benefit froo learning the Spanish language.

TABI.E 2'I

YES NO

# 0F RESPONSES 6' 0

% 1009l o%

Ittris table shows that all students agree antt believe that they ril1

benefit from learning the Spanish language. fherefore 10O# of the

students responded in the Yes space provided. this shows that it is

a positive statement.

StATEIVIH.IT VI

tiith the help of rny teacher, I know I can learn the spanish J-anguage.

TABLE 22

AGREE NUETRAL

# OF RESPONSES 64 1 o

% 9e.4% 1'196 016

DISAG

According to this table, sixty four of the sixty five students

that tbey can learn the Spanish language, with the help of their

teachers. Therefore 9a.4% of the students are in agreement with

statement and only 1.5?6 was indifferent towards the statement'

shows that the statenent was a positive one.
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STATEMENT

Parents

TABI"E 2'

vrr
could. assist ne in learning Spanish by practicing it at home.

AGREE NUETRAL DISAGREE

# OF RESPONSES ,B 6 1

% 89% 9% 1.r%

This table shows that fifty eight students agreed that parents could

assist then in learning spanish, by practicing it at home. six students

were indifferent towa?ds the statenent and only one d.isagreed. There-

fore it could be said that the statement is a positive one.

STATEMUNI VITI

I would like to be taught Spanish everyd.ay.

TABLE 24

AGRXE NUETRAI DISAGREE

# OF RNSPONDENTS +2 11 t<

% 64.6% 16.9% '18.4

Accord.ing to this table, 64.696 of the respondents agreed that they

would like to be taught Spanish everyday. Eleven students were j.n-

d.ifferent toward"s the statement and 18.4% ot the total amount of
stutlents were not in favour of being taught Spani sh everyd.ay.

Therefore the statement is positive.
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STATEM,ENT IX

I think Spanish is a very tiifficult language to learn.
TARr,n 26

AGREE NUETRAI DISAGREE

# OF RESPONSES 21 11 71

% 1r.1 16.9 47 -6%

According to this tab1e, 15.196 ot the respond.ents agree that
Spanish is a very difficult language to learn. ELeven students were

indifferent tot ards the statement and a?.6% of them d.isagreed uith
the statement. there the statement is negative.

Varying responses were received. for questions ten and eleven by

students. tr'or question ten the least arnount of tlme stated by one

student was three nonths. Another student believed that it would

take her two year to learn the Spanish language. The other re-
sponses fell between the two tine periods mentioned. Questioned II
was answered. surprisingly well by students. Most id.entified two

or more benefits, and eight students listed all five for the

anount of space provid.ed.

Some benefits trentioned. by children included,:

(f) ft will help us communicate better when we go to Chetunal and

Melc hor.
(2) It will prepare us for , when we go to highschool.

O) It will help us communicate with our Spanish speaking friends.
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INTERPRETATION OF ANALYSIS OF RI]SULTS

TABLE 27

STATEMUIIT

Table 27 shows the result of all seven (7) positive statements. It

indicates that all students arein favour of the teaching of Spanish

i.e. they are willing to 1earn. 88., 'was the averagepersent for

students who agreed and?.6 percent for respcndents who disar"r=ed-

The-refore r this reveals quaters oi the responclents were in agreerent

with the positive statements.

No%.TES%
STATI]MENT

4.6

29.2

o%

o1C,}q/

9r.r%

10096

a language all chi ldren
given the opportunity to

2. I consider the Spanish J.anguage
import ant

,. Spanish is as important as
Mathenatics and Science

4. I will benefit from learning the
Spanish language

1 Spani sh is
should be
1earn.

NUETRALSIAGREE* DISA

1.>

U

18.4

?.5

16.9

Ind.i f f erent

1.'

9.2

98.4

89.2

64.6

88.5

With he)-p of ny teacher f can
learn the Spanish language

Parents could assist me in
Iearning.
I would like to be taught
Spani sh everyday.

AVERAGE PIRCEI'IT
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POSITIVE STATEMENTS



NEGAT]W STATEMENTS

TABI,E 28

STATEI,4ENT

I think Spanish is a very difficult language to learn.

AGREE% NIIT]TRAL# DISAGREE%

7,t 7 4?.6

NOTE

Statement two vras considered neither negative nor positive, since

it was included simply togather general information about the

students situation at home. The response, however could be considered

negative since only 2016 of the sixty five children are in an envi,orn-

ment where Spanish is spoken. eg.

Table 28 illustrates the results of the one negative statenent that

was on 0he student is questionnaire althougb the statenent was negative

the response received. was positive in that 41 .696 ot the respondents

d.isagreed with it. eg.
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Section II SfUDENTS' OUESTIONAIRE

The follering Bar Graph illustrates the demographic lnformation of

the students4 sample. These includes sex, and age

craph 4

Graph representing male and female respondents
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The graph indicating that the females are the dominant apecie in this

group of respondents. Percentage wise, they for,ltt 54.816 of the total

population - 55 children.
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The follor^ring graph represents age range of respondents (Students)

Graph 5
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The graph is shot"ring that 58.6% of the total 55 children are between

the ages of ten and twelve years. Ttre second highest age lange

of children falts between twelve and fourteen years (27.6%). only

9 out of the sixty five children are between the ages of eight to

ten years.
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PARENTS I QUESTIOIIATRE

Partl of thia trErticufar questionaire for parents included ten

questions of which eight vrere positive and two were negative.

seventy five (75) questionaires wele issued out to parents and

s j,xty four (64) were returned.

Statement I

Spanish is an

TABLE 29

important language all Belizeans should kno^' to speak

SD

# of resPonses 29 30 2 2 7

92.! 4.6

S tat€ment 2

I am in total agreement with my child being taught Spanish as a

primary eubject.

TABLE 30

This table shoqrs that of the sixty four (64) respondents, thirty(3o)

strongly agreed and thirty four ( 34) agreed that th-':ir child should

be taught Spanish as a primary subject- fherefore that L'as 100%

SDt'I DSA A

30* of responses
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3.1

This tabl-e shows that 59 out 0f ttre 64 parents agreed that Spanish

is an important language alf Belizeans should knot to speak. 3.L%

of the respondents were indifferent tovrards the statement and

4.b olo disagreed totaLly. Because the majority of the respondents

agreed the statement could be consfidered positive.



parents in agreement with this statement. this shows that it is

a positive gtatement.

S tatement 3

I consider Spa.nish as inportant as Math and the other primary

subjects.

TABLE 31

SA A N D

+ of regpona€s 18 31 '7 7 1

-76.5 12.5

,Ilhis table shovrs that of the total number of respondents (64)'

6righteen (18) strongly agreed and thirty one (31) agreed that Spanish

is as important as Math and the other primary eubject. seven respondentl

were indifferent tolrarda the statement and 12.5% of them disagreed

frqn the leaults received, this statement is considere positive.

s tatement 4

My child will benefit if he,/she is taught Spanish as a primary

s ubj ect

rABLE 32

SA A N D SD

# of responses 30

93.7 6.2

fhis table shot^rs that 93.7% of the respondents agreed that their

child will benefit if he,/she is taught spanish as a primary subject

Four parents diagreed (6.2%) and therefore the statement is

considered a Positive one '

S tatement 5

rt will be difficuLt for a ctrild to learn the Spanish language if
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it ia not spoken at home.

TABLE 33

SA A N D SD

4 of resPonses 6 13 5 34 6

28.1 62.5

this table shows that six (6) respondents strongly agreed and thirteen

agreed that it will be difficult for a child to learn the Spanish

Lanquage if it is not spoken at hcrne' Therefore this was 28'l% of

the parents in agreement and 62.5% in disagreoment with the statement'

rhis shows that it is a negative statement'

statement 6

The child whose first langmage is Creole will take longer to under-

stand basic concePts in SPanish'

TABLE 34

SA A L\ D SD

g of resPonses 3 18 8 30 5

32 .8 54.6

lllhistableghowgthatthree(3)pa'rentsstronglyagreedandeighteen
(18) agreed that the child whose first language is creole will take

longer to understand basic concepts in Spanish' Therefore 32 '8% was

in agreemnet with the statement' seven (7) respondents were in-

different towards the statement and 54'6% disagreed' It can be

concluded that the statement is negative'

Statement 7

If the chiLdren are taught the Spaniah lanqprage in their final three

' primary classes, then it will help them to pelform better in nigh

s chool .
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D SDSA N

43129* of responses
6.293.7 II

T'ABLE 35

This table sh ovs that of the sixty four respondents, ti'enty nine

strongly agreed and thirty one agreed that if chiLdren are taught

the Spanish language in their final three prinary classes ' then it

willhelpthemperformbetterinHighschool.ofthesesixtyfour
respondents. four (4) disagreed with the statement. ltterefore there

was 93 .7% of the lErents were i.n agreement and 6.2% in disagreement

with this statement. This shows that it is a positive statement.

s tatement I
I arn witling to assist my child to learn the spanish language'

TABLE 36

SA d D SD

# of responses 24

100

Ihis table ahohrs that of the sixty four respondents, twenty four

parents strongly agreed and forty agreed that they are willing to

assisttheirc}rildtolealnthespanishlangnrage.fhereforeloo%
of the parents were j.n agreement with the statement' Ttris shows that

it is a positive statement.

statement 9

I am willing to make necessary sacrifices, so that my child will

have all materials that will be neede to learn the spanish language'
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SDDNSA

4420of responses
100 I I

TABLE 37

ltris table shows that of the sixty four respondents. twenty strongl-y

agreed and forty four agreed to make necessary sacrifice, so that

thcir child wilf have all materials that will be needed to learn

the Spanish langnrage. 'fheref ore 1OOi6 of the respondents were in agreemenl

with the s-atement. Itris shows that the statement is positive.

statement 10

For each child to fearn the Spanish language, much effort on the

part of both parents and teachers will be needed.

TABLE 38

A N D SD

of responses 25 37 2

96.8 3.1

this table shor^,s that of the sixty four respondents, twenty five

strongly agreed and thirty seven agreed that for each child to learn

the Spanish language, much effort on the part of both parents and

teachers will be needed. T\.ro trErents disagreed with the statement.

Therefore there was 96.8% of the parents in agreement and 3.1% in

disagreement. Trhis shows that it is a positive statement'
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TABLE:{

INTERPRETATION OF ANAIYS IS OF RESULTS

POS ITIVE S TATEIr'IENT

Disagree %Agr ee %S ta tement

6.2

4.2

4 6

o

o

0

6.2

Spanish is an important language a1l

Belizeans should know to speak.

I am in total agreement with my child

being taught spanish as a PrinarY

s ubj ect.

I consider Spanish as imPortant as

Math and the other prin'ary subjects'

My child will benefit if he,/she is

taught Spanish as a prir'rary subject

If children are taught the SPanish

language in their final three classes

then it witl helP then to Perforrn

htter in Highs choOl

I am willing to as6ist mY child to

learn the Spanish language.

I am willing to make necessary

sacrifices so that mY child will

have all materials that will be

needed to learn the Spanish language.

92.I

2.
100

?

76.5

93.7

o2 ?

100

100

AVERAGE %
o? -,

64

12.5



INTERPRETATICN OF' A}:ALYS IS OF RESULTS

NEGATIVE S1'A'i'EMENTS

TABLE ,I+O

Disagree %Agree%S taternent

62.5

54.6

5 8.5

It will be difficult for a child to learn

the Spanish langnrage if it is not spoken

at home .

fhe child whose first language is

Cleol"e will take longer to unde!-

stand basic concePts in SPanish'

2A.l

32 .8

30.4,AVERAGE %

6.

(,6

5



93.7 percent was the average percent for respondents that agreed

and. 4.2 percent of respon,cents that disagreed. T'herefore this reveals

that almost a1I of the sample were in agreement with the positive

statements.

T

[(,

table 39 illustrates the results of all positive statements. It

indicatesthatalltherespondentsagreedorwereinfavourtothe
positive state$ents totrards the teaching of Spanish as a pr imary

subject.



Table rt0 illustrates the results of al-l negative statements

against the teaching of Spanish as a prin'ary subject in the upper

division of Queenrs Square Anglican. It showed that parents disagreed

with the negative statements. This is supported by the average

cercent accumulated by the respondents who agreed - 30.4 percent.

on the other hand 58.5 percent was the average of the respondents

that disagreed.
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Section II Parents Questionaire

The follovring Bar Graph illustrates the demographic inforrration of

the Parents' sample. These include sex, a9e, educational bad<ground

and ethnic background.

Graph 6

Graph representing male and femafe respondents
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Trhe graph iS indicating that the female out numbers the male populace

by 66.?%. Specifically the mal-es form 16.6% of the total sixty six

xespondente while the female make up the other 43.3%.
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The folLowing graph represents the age range of ttre respondents.

Graoh 7
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The graph is showing that the majority of the respondents are between

the ages of thirty one and forty one (57.5%1. Ttre tr.,elve Ieapondents

between the ages of eighteen and thirty make up 18.1% of the total

population and the respondents between forty two and forty five formed

2a.7%.
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,rhe following Bar Graph represents the educational backgroune of the

reapondents (Parents) .
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The graph is indicating that almost aII respondents have passed

through at least primary sctrool. Highschool graduates make up 37.8%

of the total respondents and parents with higher gualifications form

18.1%.
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The follorr,ing Bar Graph represents the Ethnic background of the

respondents (Parents ) .

Graph 9
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The bar graph is refuting the fact that Creole are now the minority

culture. Ttris is probaly because the majority of fani,lies represented

at (,rueen'E Square are Creole. The Mestizo is least represented (4.€%l

while the creole are an top with a high of 7a.7%.
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CEAPTER 5

Summary, Conclusions & Reconunendations

The survey indicated that parents, teachers and stu'lents are

in favour of the teaching of Spanish in Queen's square upper

school.

Staff rneubers (teachers) have recognized the advantages of

teaching spanish to the children. This was reflected in statenents

l and 3 whereby I00t of the respondents were in fawour of both

stateEents.

Parents also, have voicecl their opinion through the response

they gave in statements 1, 3 and 4. Por statement 1, 93'7t of

the total respondents agreed that Spanish is an important

language all Belizeans should know to speak. 76'5t considered

Spanish as important as t{ath and the other primary subjects' And

93.7* believe that their chiltl wi]-]' benefit later if he,/she is

taught Spanish as a primary subject-

The 1008 response rate for statements 8 and 9 also indicate

that parents are willing to assist in any way possible'

Teachers, parents and students aII form the comunity, so

it is safe to say that they have all, at this point recogTnize

the inportanee of the Spanish language in our community '
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Mr. Onesimo Pech is presently teaching Spanish at

Queen's Square Upper School. So in actuality, the dream has

surfaced. The children of Std. V have been-getting forty-five

minute classes everyclay since Septenber, 1994. The standard VI

children have been receiving one hour classes that started at

the beginning of the third semester. The standard V children are

presently the only ones who have not benefited from the Spanish

courses. In an interview with the Principal, !lrs. Carol Babb

and Mr. Onesino Pech, plans are being made to include Spanish in

the standard Mime table for the upcoming school year (1995-1995).

The text "En Bspanol' Para La vida is presently being used

as a guide. Vocabulary, gt^'I,rnI.a'., sentetrce structure and

translations are all covered. In addition a J.ot of oral practice

is done to enhance pronounciation of Spanish words-

Dramatization is also included in this oral practice session.
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The researcher reconnend to the General llanager of Anglican Schools

for Belize City to begin to provicle opportunities whereby the teachers

of Queen's Square Upper can get trained in the teaching of Spanish.

On ltay ITth of this year sixty-two public officers graduated frm

the Institute of Cooperation and Culture-ltexico-Beli ze (ICCI'IB).

The Public officers attended classes for 2 hours four days

for the week. In reality, teachers cannot be taken away from the

classroom for such Iong periods of time. Eowever more convenient

hours, coul-d definitely be arranged, that would be more sutiable

for teachers. In llexican Ambassador, Solano's words, 'ahe ICC}IB

has as its priority, the promotion of cultural activities as well

as teaching of Spanish."

Teachers, if not for the chilclren, then do it for yourselves.

The ICCMB offers classes for adults at three levels- Basic,

Intermediate and Advance. An interview with the Profesora Rafael

Pantoja Sanchez will determine the level at which you will take

the Spanish course. The hours are convenient for a1l those who

are interested. For those taking the Basic course, its three

days per week, each lecture lasting one hour and a half- As in

the case of the children, the Professor Pantoja sanchez departs

all information in Spanish- A complete ten month course or a surmer

course is available to members of the public.
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DRAFT SYLLA BUS FOR UPPER LEVEL CLASSES

Standard Iv

1

2.
i

4.

5.

6.

7.

Losalfabetos-ABCChe
Expresiones Utiles - Buenos dias,

Articuro rndefinido - Mascurino,

obj ectos en Espafiof

ser y Es tar

Pronombres Personaleg - Yo, Tu,

Numeros - Uno al veinte

standard V

]- Verbos - Todos

AR

AdioB

Femenino, P1ura1

ER

Usted, E1 , EIIa

Ios verbos en esPaflol terminan en

IR

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

Ecpresiones de Tiempo - frecuentemente, todos 1os dfas

Ser y Estar

opuestog-bueno-malo

andto - angosto

Pronombf,es Posesiuos - mio, mia, tuyo, tuya

I,l/s Numeroe - veinte al cincuenta

Cambia a la forma negativa

Cambia a l-a forma interrogativa

{

I
I
T

I
t
I
t
I
I
!
I
I
T

I
I
I
I
T

t



st ndard VI

Demons trativos

cambia a]. Plural

Verbos Irregulares y Tener, quere!, Hacer

Presente - Forma oraciones

Futuro - Forma Oraciones

vocabLrlar io

camlrio al Plural

La Hora

E1 Objeto Directo - lo, Ia, Ias, log

IR A Infinitivo

Adverbio

P repos iciones

SER Y ES TAR

objecto Indirecto

Notei As the children move on from standard Iv to standard v and

frsn V to vI, topics done previousl-y should be reviewed and

not forgotten. For example Los al fabetos should be reviewed

in Standards v and vI , although it iE not mentioned in the

EYl1abus.
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T

T

T

T

T

T

I
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T

T

I
I
T

T

T

T



,,/

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Chastin, Kenneth (1988). Developing Second Language Skills. Theory and
Practice . United States of America: Hartcourt Braces Jovanovich

Norton, Donna (1983), The Effective Teaching Of Language Art Second
Edition : Columbus Ohio. Charles E. Menill Publishing Co.
Older, John and Richard

Amato, Patricia (1983) Methods That Works Cambridge Newbury House
Publisher

Prabh, N.S. (1987) Second Language Pedagogy Hong Kong: Oxford
University University Press



T

T

!
!
T

I
I
t
T

T

T

I
T

t
T

t
T

I
T



Circle the letter that best state your opinion towards the statement'

SA-- Strongly Agree A--Agree N-- Neutral D-- Disagree

Teachers' Questionnaire

Part 1

SD- StronglY Disagree

1) Spanish is an important language all Belizeans should know to

speak.
SA

2) Spanish should be taught to the children of Queen's Square

Upper School.
SD

SA A

DNA

DN

DNA

SD

SD

3) Children will benefit later if they are taught Spanish as a

primary
subject.
SA

SD

4) Teachers need to be trained in the teaching of Spanish'

SAANDSD

5) Any Teacher can teach Spanish as long as they do their research

on the Particular toPic'

SAAN

6) It is the resPonsibility of the

and methods to teach SPanish'

SAAN

teacher to prepare special activities

D

D

I

SD



T

7) It is the more diffrcult to teach English speaking children
Spanish.
SAANDSD

8) It will be difficult for children to leam Spanish if it is not spoken
at home; only at school.
SAANDSD

9) If children are not pronouncing the Spanish words correctly very
often then they are not learning.
SAANDSD

l0) Inability to understand Spanish will keep children from
participating in class discussion.
SAANDSD

I l) There is a high chance that children will get bored, especially
those who may not be understanding.
SAANDSD

12) Children whose language is English might take longer to
understand basic academic concepts in Spanish.

SAANDSD

l3) One special teacherneeds to be appointed to teach all children,
Spanish,level by level.
SAANDSD

14) I do not feel competent in teaching Spanish to my class.

SA A N D SD

E

n

E

n



PartZ

Kindly put a check mark( / ) beside the word phrase or age that
is applicable to you.

Sex
Male
Female

Qualilication
Uncertified
Second Class _
First Class
Level I Certificate

Age
18--30
3t--41
42--55

Trained

-/



-;*'

March l7th.l995

Dear Parents

As a student teacher at the Belize Teachers' College. I am expecteci to do a
Research Paper as partial fulfilment of a Troined Teachers' Certificate Level
II.I am doing a survey to determine "Parents,Childen ,Teachers attitude
towards the teaching of Spanish as a primary subject in the Upper
Division of Queen"s Square Anglican School." This questionnaire is

designed to collect data to complete the Research Paper.

I would be gratef.rl if you could fill in the required information and retum
them as soon as possible. All information collected will be kept confidential
and will be used solely for the purpose of this Research.

Thanks for your kind cooperation.

Respectfully Yours
,/'&.-.,,,-nnaz ,

Sh"r""" 8;6;
Student-Teacher
B.T.C.

'/

E
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PAxrtrs

Part I

Cirple the letter (s) that best states your opinion towards the

SA- Strongly Agree
D- Disagree

A- Agree N- Neutral
SD- Strongly Disagree

I.,fi'

T

T

t
T

T

t
I
I
T

I
T

T

t

1 . Spanish is an im ortant language all Belizeans should know to speak.
SA N D

2.I am in total agreement with my child being taught Spanish as a primary
subject.

SA N D

SD

SD

SD

3.I
J1I

consider Spanl as important as Math and the other primary subjects.
N D

4. My child will benefit later if he /she is taught Spanish as a primary
subject.
SA

5. It will be difficult for a child to leam the Spanish lan
SAAN

6. The child whose first language is Creole will take longer to understand basic concepts
in Spanish.

SA

7. Ifchildren are taught the Spanish language in their final three primary classes, then it

SA
iil help them t orm better in High School.

ND

ist my child to leam the Spanish language.

N

D

e if it is not spoken at home.

SD

SD

SD

B. I am willing to
SA N D

statements.

SD

o

Do

,^w

SD



I . 
"'I

9.I am willing to make necessary sacrifices, so that my child will have all marerials thar
will be needed to learn the Spanish language.

SA N SD

10. For each child to learn the Spanish language, much effort on the part ofboth parents
and teachers will be needed.

SA SD

Part II

Kindly put a check mark ( / ) beside the word phrase or age that is
appltcable to you.

D

DN

Age
18-30
3t-41
42-45

Ed ucational Background
Prirnary school graduat" ./
High school graduate _
Sixth Form graduate _

E

E

n

T

!
@

I

Sex
Male ./'
ltar,rrlel 7

t
E

Other, please specify _

Ethnic Background
Maya _
Garifuna .._f-
Creole t/
Mestizo _
Other, please specify



a'
1

Complete the following by putting a check mark (r,) on the appropriate line

I . Spanish is a language all children should be given the oppornrnity to learn
(a) _ yes
(b) _ no

2. The Spanish laoguage is spoken at my house.
(a) _ yes
(b) no

i. I consider the Spanish language imponam
(a) \'es
(b) r)o

-1. Spanish is as important as Mathematics and Scicnce
(a) tes
(h) lto

I rvill benetlt liom leaming the Spuish lanr.luage

o

(a)
(b)

]es
llo

\Vith thc help ol-lnl teacher. I knorv I can learn tltc Spanish laneuagc
(a) _ agree

{h} _ neurral
I c ) disaqree

I'lrrents coultl ussist me in leaming Spanish hr ntlcrlcing ir at hontc

r.lLurll
,.isasree

(:i-1,

(hl
(cl

8. I rvould lik.r:r r be taught Spantsh cveq dar
(.\) _ ;gree
ttr) 

- 

nrotral
(c), di:,ilqrce

9. I thit* Spanish is a very difficult language rt-r lcrrn
(a) _ agrce

{ b) _ ner.ural
(c) disauree

10. l{ol lons. do rou rhink it rvill takc. 1ou to Icarnthc Spanish languagc.'

I

I
I
t
T

I
T

T

I
I
I
t
t
I
T

I
T

I
I



I IL Lis
(l)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Il. Sex:

.-- male

-- 
t'emale

t some bcnetirs of Ieaming rhe Spanish language.

ll -- l0 l eers
i0- ll )ears
I l-- |.l lears

I
I
I
I

I

T

Ir

lr
ll
Ir


