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The orrrent ecdogrcal crisis has dioted wcldwide rearyriticn cf the inuninent need fcr

€nvironmentally surnd ecrncmic dwelcpnent, use (t' natural rescurces and wildfiless

c(nservatrcn. Dspite the conple( hurdles clall€ngln8 Belize this ycun8 naticn has mmaSed to
qr1firm ccnservaticn pricrities m its agenda and 37.27o d its land areas enJcyed scrne degree d
res€rve $atus as d 1s91. (King 621 ancng these, the Gxksconb BaSn Wldlif e Sanctuary.

At the enbance to Crxlsarnb Basin Wlldlife Smcfua'y ( CBW$ lies the small N4cpan

Mayat village tt' Maya C€r1tre Histcrically, the internaticnal cfris€rvaticn mo/ement has lcnked

to the traditicnal rdaticnstrip bdween native pecPl6 atd the etrth as a model d su$ainable

rescurce managernent and qrntual fulfillment lt wr;uld thus seern to fdlor that the presance d
Maya Certre wtrld be advatageqls ttrvads the nranagsnmt afld buff€rin8 cf CBWS lt

becane appa'ent upm lnr firS vist to lvlaya C€ntre that the Stuaticn is ftr frcm sirnple <r free cf

cnflrct. Many Latin Arn€ncan qrservat,on pnleds have recdved intematimal rcmgniticn fc,r

thdr succesSul effcrts to intqfate indigenous MllaSers espeoal ly the Ctxnmunity Bahrr
Sanduary in Benrrudian Landing Il was obvicus to us dter ryendinS a fet mcnths in Belize that

the adual situatio in Berrrrudian landtng is vry ctrrhwersial a]d betrs httle resqlblance to the

pctureperfed dejcnpticn Ff,x'hayed in cur Envlrtrrmfitd Sfudies t€Dds frcrn cur Arnerical

untversities. The h'ie, cwsvrerrr presented by the chairman d the Mayan C-enke villaSe ccuncil,

Emesto Sagui, deprded a smilaly pdematic situatiot with his c^ fl ullage ard CBWS, Ntttng

the trend d cmt'lict ald ccrltradlctlcn frtm cur prevtcus iffipressi cn, we becane dawn to
studyng the true relabmship Ewegr village (indigenurs) land use and ans€rvation,

speofically in Maya Centre and CBWS.

The fcllcwrng pap€r is a result of the investigaticn into this crrnpe< relatimship and its

implicatlcnr We have s&ght to prc dcle a rdatively ccmprehfisive descrlpttcn d the histcry,
qlrrent status and potent,al diredicns d the stuahm, frnrslng or the fdlc 

^/in8 
as@s

The hi$cries d Maya Centre and the creaticn d CBWS atd thor interacticn

The pa'tie; invtived in the rclationship the villagers, the private estateS BAS , the GOB

and therr respecbve rnterests

The reactitr tT Maya Ceitre to the (ieation d CBWS and a clanging eomrrnic base

Maya Cartre artering the market eqrnory

The Mayan qlture reslffd to this trend to,vtrd the market

Hr:t,y land userssue; threaten to CBWS

Ltrtg-tenm sclutit.lts
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Due to the innunsaHe qrpl€cdties invdved in the relaticnship it is ino/itaHe that

scrne asp€cts have duded orr fcrdgn vieurFrint q understandin& Alsq thre re n ny areas

which w e remgnize as desmring fu rther $ury; these will be hi gftlighted as well.

Bas€d cn cur interpr€tatiar d the payers and thelr interestq the lssues whidr have alseri,

and the pcpced sduticni we will analyze the rods d the *ruggle and the orrr€nt situatio'ri

cffenng orr pascnal insight into tre mcrit and viatility cf the prescri$ive rnesures whidt have

been recomrended 'Ihis invedigaticn has pwed pesoully invaluaUe in elgcring us to the

p€rspectives cfto onltted in cur to(tbd.s, the difflcultles invdved in om-cultural flddwcrk,

the strudure d the decisicn-nraking ndwcrk within the go/€rnrn€nt and the NGG ald all the

unanswered qrestiors and unddrmined pocedur€s within this ycr,rng frcntier d a cotntry.

Because Bdizds ccnservatim pdicies are nct yd entrandred it is impcrtant to'lock at the

paths cn whidr they tenucilsly snbart and try to pnqed where they may lea( gvm the

ctstdes thry have enqrnteed thus far. Lerning abcut the prcHanu whidt hare aisst
*rrcunding Cocksccrnb nray hdp tre Gorsnnrent d Bdize ( GOB) and NGG to avcid simila

situatiols in future prqeds In additicn to the rde/moe cf this *udy, to the future ccns€rvatiol

prqeds and coffnunlties CBWS and lrtlaya Centre face scrne dangerqrs threats whidl need to

be addressod no^/ to slsure the suMval and viahlity d Hh srtihes Recattly, a rutntr
circulated that the Mnister d Wcrts, ( lvldvin Hulse) intended to dereserye half d CBWS to be

divided up arurg private land orrynrs The orpcure d his alleged pans wcked furiots
readitrl frcrn enorgfr peqple b oftd his assurances that he world nd follo,v thrcuSh tut the

incid€nt linges as a rerninder cf CBWS' urstatle status Simultaneansly, falling citrus pnces

threaten the livdihood cf l/aya Centrds milpa farmers and alt€rnative crcps need to be

inveSigated in case the hmd ccntinues The orlture and ccrnrnunity cf N,laya Cenheisalsobeing

tested b/ the tndudlcn cf tcurtsm ln the tradtlcnal vlllage h llght d these prdsns whldl

mise fron ine(hicaHe cirqmstances, it is impcrtant to search fcr hdistic pans in$ead d rdying
cn uni-dinrensicnal pespedives dferd by s?arate 8cr/erffiralt ministrieg NGOs cr villagrs
As ortsders, we nuy hare a mcne cbjedive viovpont allorinS us to see the pctlerns throtgh a

variety d persp€ctlves (thorgh we also certainly see the situaticn with scrne Hases - we do nct

have a dired o ve$ed intered in any stuatiol). We hcpe that cur prged is hdPful to^,ards

these glds

iI BACKGROUND

Bdcre ddving into the integral csnpcrmilts d the rdaticnship between lald use d Maya

Cbntre and the corservatim tadlcs d Cdsconb Badn Wldllfe Satduily, lt ts necessay togd

I

I

I

l



3

an o/svielr, d the $tuaticn. The oreryieu, @ldsb d the hi*cri€s cf fcur primary entitie$ land,

Iriaya Cenre village, CBWS ad rdei/at pdicjes d the Gorernment d BdizdGOD.

,4 Lttd&S*n
(hfcrrnatior trwded by CBWScpeatioal Plat 1994-'1995, BAS)

( See Apperdix D Cdscnnb Brin Wildlif e Sanctuay ad lvlaya Centre ae lmted in the

cahal part d the Sann Cre€k Dstrid. CBWS cnccrnpasses the Co&sccrnb Basin tvlaya Cenhe

lies 10 km frcrn the Eastern borndary d CBWS

CBWS has an arca cf 1(E,4{tr mes cr 154 square mtles Cod<sonb Bdn ls 8fi€rally a

lange valley bodqed ry high ridges ard loru hills cn all fcur sides. To the Ncrth is the

Cdsccrnb Range, to the Ed Cabbage Haul Gap, ridges to the sqrth and the N,taya ldcuntain

divide to the wed. Co*sqnb Ba$n can b bcken up into two badns ea$ badn ald we$

basin. The east basin is the hedwater d ttre Sortl Stann Cree*. The we$ basln is the headrvater

fcr the Swasey hanch (part d the tvlcnkey Rivs). The east basin is gererally flat, 75% being

bdovv 200m abore sea lord. The talle$ ridges rise to 4ff)m abore sea lwd. Water flows thrcuglt

the Sorth Starn tJap frqn the Scuth $ann Geek (Kardra 1987). The west bin is geneally

rncuntaincrus, cnly 20% bdng Hor 2ttrm abore sea lwd. The renElnder of the basln ls a s€rles

d hills, ridg6 and $eep valle)n 'Ihe Swase/ handr lerves fte bin thrcugh a secticn d the

l{rya ltlountains (Karnstra 19&7).

The bedmk d Cocksccrnb Basin is dcidedy granite Abo/ethe bedrcd the scils vary in

type Scils, '...thrctr8hcut the regicn ae ccrnpced d qutrElte, $cny, blldetrsi san{ lmn
wrth depths d 3 in&es Granitg sandy day lors can also b t'cund 1CBWS Operatioul Eat
1994-1995, p10) Thee scils ae hasically infrtile athighly eraive

Cocksccrnb hin receives 250 on d rainfall cn averaSe, yealy. Tanperatures ra18e frox
11 C up to 39 C Thus Cdsccrnb Basn ls well $lted fcr fcre$ vq3€tatlcn. There e two

geneal kinds d vqletaticn Trarsitimal Boded Fcre$ pffi in lirnelo/in8 +ecies colSstinS

rnainly d s€rni-6/€rgr€€n fcrest whidr is fcund in higher derzaticns. B@dled Fcr€d with fs^,

lirnelo/ing ryecies ol$$ing mainly d serni-wrgreen s€ascnal foe$ whidt is fcund o/er the

lager part of the Badn.' (CBlilS Opefatlcnal Plm 1994-95, Pll).

Abcrrt half c,f the rae cr endangaed ryecies d wildlife d Bdize ae laated in CBWS.

There arg '52 ryecies of mannrals, 290 species d Urds 23 nrytiles and 6 arphitians..reccrded

from the Basin.'(Kar$ra 1987. The jaguar and hcwls mcnkey are the md ffilcus rcsid€nts

cf CBWS

tvlaya Cartre is situated alorg the Sorthenr Higfrway. The village resb upcn 50 acres d
land. The ms rod to CBWS runs alorg the scuthern bcrder cf the villaSe The wedern and

ncrthern sides ane bordsed by private landorners The easem borndary lies 1 mile to the ea$
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cf the Scuthsn Higlrway. All cf the famlng land lles bdwer the Scuthrn Hlghway a1d the

eastern Mer. The farm lard is hrnded by the Catbage Haul creek to the scuth and by the

Sttee Rivs to the ncrth. It is rcugfiy a mile s+rare in size

Land tvDe fcr asriorlture

h = hi8h flod plain bendr (h) whidr is $6m abore a lou flod plain

cr F10m abore the river and is rady flmde4 cnly dter o<ceptioul

storrm

t = ternace, whidr is only flooded #ter very e<o$icnal dimatic evenb

that woild aorwith a fre$rorry d a1000 yea's a sq &l0m abve
high flood plain ben$.

u7 = a'qs sf a.lluvial wash ae fornd or the edge cf the lard sy$en where

alluvium has been d?cited when the river has o/ertopped the terrae dunng the

e<o+icnal dlrnatic events ( land Resanrce Assessrnot d Sann Creek Dstrlq 1989).

The villages use thdr agriorltural land fcn milpa farming. MIpa fanning invdves the

anciart Mayan padice d slah and bum agriorlture Tday, mlpo der 1- 5 acres cf lard

annually with thdr rnachdes, allo,tr the cut vegetaticn to dry in the sun and subsequatly h,tm it.

This rffthod handers the nutrients fapped ln the lush sub-fetcal vegdatlcn tothe sdl whtre
it is used to norish orys A deaed potisused fcr onetwo years afte the frrns deas andher

parcd while the criginal land is ldt fallcr,v to r€Sensate fcr five to tal yers. N4aya Cathe

fanners grout haditioul ocps cn their milp4 and cihus trees induding cranges and fap€fruits
The aoes panted with dtrus are nct left fallo,v as with tradttcnal crrye and scnEtlmes ftrrners

hlre tradqs to dea land fo the hees Alsq $firicals are inoeasingly used as fertilizers and

peSrodes, unlike traditicnal milpa farming whidl is Filrdy crganic and unmedtanized

E lW@le
(infcrmaticn prci/ided ry Uberato Sa$i)

The village d tr,taya Centre was e$aHished in 1976 by fanilies frsn the village cf Sat

Antcnio Reascns fcr nagratinS frarn San Antcnio induded the unavailahlity d fann land job
and mcney. Alsq the criSinal families w€re disccltented with the lad d infrasfucture and

conmunity dorelcpmmt.

Fiftecn to twenty fanihes s€ttled the area no, krxl m as the N4aya Cenbe Mllage

hesortly, thlrty to thirty-five fanilies inhaUt the Mllage At the time d rrival a prlvate land

I
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cHner, D. Brd, cwned theland crl whidr the familtes squatted. Ho,^/s/€r, Just aromd the tlme

d s€ttlernent D. Buck erdrarged the land with Dcnald lVho atdhr prlvate landc^^mer. MGl

d the land was being l:s€d fo rredranized rice Dcnald Who dorated 1,(tr0 acres or the eestern

side cf the Sorthem Highway fcr farn lard (medrarized rice lad) atd at additioul 50 acres an

the west€rn side fcr a village thug the fdniltes td up ncn-medlanized rlce fandnS crl the

l,ffi acres, kncrvn as lvlaya Fannlad Layart
Sor dter ottaining lard frcrn Dcnald Whq tho village fonders created a schod. The

sdrd was built by crrummity vc{unteer laba and rescurces

hitially, the drildnn were instruded by unpaid vdunte€rs. Frne$o Sa$Il was the flrst teadrer.

Drring the erly stages d the sctrod, trd vrllage the Cathdic Mssicn care to tr4aya Centre and

o<patded the scope d the sdrod. They dfered 'insight and gave Emedo a Pay d $50 a mcnth fu'
teadrin& The gwerrrnant sffii becane iwdved. The Mni$er of Educatlot visited the

in$ituticn. He dfldally r€cognlzed the sfid md appdnted a 8o/ernrrEnt Pdd, Ga1tuna

pnncipal, Ncrris \4fi lliars
One d ttre rnain reascns ftr e$aH'ishinS the sdrod w8 to 8d title to the lmd d Maya

Centre frcrn the gorernment. One cl the oiterja fcr dfidally e$auishlnS a village is havlng a

pima'yschod. Arornd197-TS,theindvlctualfadllesfrcmlvlayaCJ,lfeweregventltletothe
village land and the 1,000 acr€s d famlard.

Also rcund the tirne d furnding a village ccuncjl was creat€d. The fir$ dldrmal was

Eulogio Shq unde to Eme$o and Uberato Saryt. Eulogio Sho was drairman frsn the time d
incepticrl tmtil 1%4. In 1%{, there was a shlft in po\r€r wtthtn the 8o/emment. The Pecples

United Paty (PUP) d Eulogro 9rq handed the reins o/€tr tothe lJnited Demqatic Pilty (UDn.

Likelvise pditical po,ver shifted in lvbya Centra EulOgto Sho and his PUP influenced ccr:ndl

were vded cut d dfice (ln ar att€rnpt to win ccnfirunity suPPcrt, #ter defeat, Eul@o s[to

intrqluced the BaptlS churdl to Maya Centre. It ls +eorlated that he used the nerv drurdt +1J*

to gain ccrnrnunity $iF,pcrt fr€rn tho6e csrverted to Ba$isrn) A UDP inf'luenced cotncjl cane

into pol/er with Frnesto gqui as dairrnan. The nqrz ccuncjl ainred to inrPro/e villaSe

infrxtrudure
This new ccundl rmc /ated the ncw dd, des€plt sdtd ln 1985 Arcnmd thls ffme

USAID and the Gwernrnent d Belize prt in hmd purnps aromd the vlllage frr drawing water

nrcre easily (althcu8h the pumps w€re faulty ard did nc* wak). In 1989 wrrk was beSun to

huild the corrrunity entre $rrurying cf lcts bdng $ven to fantlies by the gcvrnmail

mrrred ln 1989. In 1992. alxgfj' sdrod was bdng hlllt to accfimodate a grortng Pcpulatlcn

and allow fq better fumishings This was funded by the Intonatiotal Resoie Catnittee The

Crrnnrunity Cenfe was finished, the sclrod was finished and a rain watet'tank was catstruded,

all by 1993. Streets were made into Nhya Catre in Janury d 1994. Eedricity cane to the
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village in .[uly d 1994. Agatn with the hdp of the Internatlcnal Rescue Conmittee an dfldat
Rudirn€ntary Wato S1r*en wr prt in with F,ip€d wate in Spt€rnber of 1994.

Ncte

In 19E1, thse w€re dght Mrym fadlles llvlng ln the aea d q]am Bank (10 km west d
Maya Centrd. These fanilies w€re living in the sanre aea d where Cdsccrnb Mntil Saw Mll
(USA logsing conpaty) w6 op€ratin& The conpary bqlm l%gtng acund 1978 bttt be6at to

decline in the ealy 19ms. B/ 1982/1983 logging ceased. Reascns fcr the decline and halttng d
timber offactlc| d Quan Bark ile *etdly. Wth the estaHtshment d CBWS, the vlllagers were

fcrced to leave thdr hcrnes Arcund Decernher d 1984, the dght fanilies d Quar Bank

migrated to lvtaya Cenhewhere they were acc?ted ard given land, to scrne degree

C OMtut Wdlfe,hauzy
In reryore to ar alleged iaguar pqrrlatior/hahtat dedine BAS askd Dr. Alat

Rabnorvitz fcr ccnsultaticn cn Fguar ecdory. Dr. Alan Rahinouits was resetrdrinS the trsa cf

Cocksccrnb Basin. His researdl ccnduded that the eooq/stern cf Cocksccrnb Basin wr wdl
$rited fcr Ja8uffi and their hahtat. It was also rwealed that human adlvttleq zudt as hunting

may ocntribute to decline in numbas cf wildlife fu in$arce eftnctim d the howler morkey,

in Cockssnb Basin rnay have been influenced by hunting (CBWS Opeaticnal Plan ). In an

dfct to preserve wildlife hatitat CBWS was prcpced in 1984. Duetonaticnal md intematicnal

ackno,vledgmot d thts prcpcal, CBWSwas offldally e$aulstled tn 1986.

The GOB apponted the Bdize Audful Sciety (BAS) a manage d CBWS C.overnmmt

d?artm€nb were unaHe to hfidle the manag€rnat d CBWS BAS was capaHe cf managlnS

CBWS thus t@k o/er the rde Erne$o S'a$ri wa hired as directcr d CBWS. The BAS, Wsld
\4fildllfe fun4 USAID and faguar autcrnctiles cornpmy fund CBWS.

D CoemeildPdtcy
ln re(o8niticn d the lmpcrtalce d Bellzeat natural aEasi the 8o/emment hx produced

thl€e protedive ads Envir€nmental hecticn Act Naticnal Pak sy$em Ad and \Mldlife

Prdectior Act. These do.rrnents e$aHislr propen envircnnrentally sannd bdravicr, dassificaticn

md aspects d natural a€zxs and wildlife and the relatimship bdween intere$ SrcuFs and

natural aeas and wildlife

I
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kr prrsuit cf this stu{ we cqrduded rdersrce resmdr, anarged inteffiails wtth GOB

cfficials and npressltatives frcrn rdevant NGOq utilized dhnographic pahcipant &evatiot
approdres, dexigned a s€t cf questicns fcr mernbers d the It laya Cartre village ccuncjl, the

BaFiS minister and the wonar invdved with the odt shcp ard used the lmg intenrielv

s€ssicns wlth Emesto to tle crlr lnfcrnratlcn tqa€th€r and tap lnto hts encrncus wealttr d
knovledge abot the area In additior, we read wcrks by pdicy makes ecEnoni$s, thedoSlans

fid dhicjsts to give us a h'ctder bckgrotnd fcr the laga' paradigrns we use in the la$ two

sectims

A RdovreRwdt
We utilized rnat€rials frcrn the Bdize Center Is Envirurrnental Studies the Ardcbcr

Scriety, the lr4cnkey Bay Wldlife Smctuay lih'a'y, the Mnistry cf Natural Resanrces ald the

Mnistry d Torrism and the Envirqment. These materlals induded malaSement plans,

ecd%rcal $rmrntris of arthrcpdogrcal researdl, pdatial land use rder€n@s, nupe dficial
GOB prdedive legislaticn, and resear*r cr cth€r reas which seerned to slrre scnre basic

dra"adristics d the lvlaya Cenbe/CBWS rdatiorship ryeoflcally Progranune fo Bdizds Rio

Bravo We sclrght to g€t md und€rstmdlng d the Udogy ard Sedo8y d the re8,cn to Bter
strt o.rt the discrepmcjes in the yaiols interpretaticms d pa$, pres€nt and pdertial latd uses d
the rqio. We also attanped to gd a bod idea d la, d tenure in the ae since the attainm€nt

rt' the derments listing specific ormens cf silrrcunding aoeage reqrires @al authanzatior

and weeks cf wrtting We analyzed the wordlng d the prrtectlve l%lslatlcn to dd€ndne the

spirit ard dadaticns d the laws and hor they ae manifesl in the adual nvnaSernent d CBWS

regicn.

We lo*ed fa simila'reseadr dorc pertaining to ciher corservatim pged and vlllages

hlt fcund mGtly maraSenEt pla$ desotbng lnt€nded progrars md little spedflc lnf o'rnatlcn

abott the adual dynanics cf the rdatiorships. Afto gaining a basic under$anding d the

proderns and pncpcea sdutiqs, We used written rdercnces to investigate further, spndfically,

we loc*ed at the intricacies d the cjtrus, ca{ao md cthe agriorltural industries to ddermine

where the srnall milpa farnen flts lntothe syslern no,v ard hls place fcr the future

B .bttoiaq;uthGnnnsfr & JV@Afiod;
We used the cpgrtunities to rned with pdicy nukers to uncor'er the GOBs adivities

geared to,veds ammunlty ds/dem€nt d Maya Centre and seore the protedd status d
CBWS It be@ne evld€nt to us frcn the cnsd d orr investigahcn that F$ as the phystcal wdl-

beinS cf the Maya Cantre villaSss and the €co6y$ern d which the/ ar€ a Part is dePendent uPot

themaintenance d theflcral/fauna bodivenity cf CBWS, thepditical seotrity d CBWSdqetds
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upcn the suppcrt and eccncrdc wdl-being cf fte lvlaya Centre oonnunity. Ernesto and Gmany

Salas recognized this dryerdeicy in the gareral rnanaEsnsrt @ives d the cpoatioul plar
fcr Januaty 1994 to June 1995 in the fdlouing dated gmls

b Prcrnote and fililitate natursbas€d teri$n ln crder to lmpro/e the

natiolal ard rc{iicnal wrcrny;

c lnoease prHic awaeness ard unde$anding d ccns€rvatim and

ecdogical prtndple$ ard to derncnstrate the lmpcrtanoe d pdeded
wrldlands aeas fa thefuturewdl-bdng d all Belizeals (Salas 18).

The mmagenrent pm gG cn to o.ltline prqrrans desigped to,vads these ends, We wanted to
ddernine what C'oB rdnlstrles and the NGOs ae ddng to hdp dllwe these gmls and fadlltate

a smdh transitm fo the Ir,taya Centre ccrnnnrnity. Or interviq,vs lead us to rtuny

srbdivisicns d the Mnistry d Nahnal Resorrces the Mni$er d Agriorlturq the peidart cf

the Audobor and board nember d Programne fcr Bdize, NARMAP, BESI, Connunity
Dwdcpment dfice d the Stmn @( Dslrld and the Cmtre fcr Envircnmefltal Studies

CPaltcipttCM'o
h crder to 8d a feding d the life$yles cf the villager and tlre dynanics d their

ccrmunity, we spent a lct d tirne int€n'ding with the villag€rs in the ccrted d thdr daily lives

We attended a tcffn ccuncjl rneetinS in whifi a sy$on d horseby-horse paym€nt md g€n€fal

rnaint€ntrlce fcr the neq/ water purnp wa designed. Althorgh the meeting was otduded
dmd entirely in Mayan, we ohenred a ld abcut the perscnalities and pclticns d eadt rnemberr

md the infcrmal afn6prere d the sesdor. We also spsrt time casually walklng trcrrnd the

vrllage watdring the daly ntuals d washing cd.ing bathing &ild rering sdrod dtildren
palng md the dcrne$icated aninuls rwning freely acund the thatdred hcuses We talked

with the wcnren in the crdt shcp ahrt thdr hrsiness ard the crdb and the cotversaticns drifted

toi/ards dher zuWs zudr as marlage rdigic]r md the oxnrnuntty d Maya Cantre One dry

we went to a mlpa with Antdino Pq wh6e he shcuved us the different ocp he was 8rclvin&
sFaned poUerrs ccnfranting the pants ard his ratianale fcr drming the crcps cn his pld d
land. He described the pocess d raing his citrus trces, ha'vesting the fruit and selling the ldd
to the large prrcsing plmts We cbs€ned Antdino ard his ptrtners deffing the fldds wjth

thdr madr€tes as he tdd us $cries abcut Surdins 2fl) pornd "tcr$s' up to Vidcna Pak. The

villages were genrally velry friodly ad reo$ive to r effats to interad in village life

I

t
I

I

I



g

D Villryhtavac
Under the advisemmt cf Eme*o and his wife, Ar.lrcr4 we opted nct to ccndud hcuse to

hcuse intervieu/s or use surveys in the village Thry fdt that the villagcs wculd nd rd well to
this appredr and reccrnnsrded that we ffiegically drce intenrialees whowould r?resmt a
Lrd spedmm cf vie$,pcints We Hded to llrnlt cur interviovs to mfflhs d the vlllage

ccuncil. the wcrnen d the crdt shcp and the Baptist minister. Afta desgning a s?arate sd d
q.resticns fcr each grcllp we srducted a ssies d intqvieurs whidr induded a fevrr randcrn

interviortees who did nct fall into my grcrrp Withort e(ceptiol, the intenrierirrs wert vey wdl
and we were aueto cdlect a lot cf lnfcrmatlsr, althorgh nuny d the r€ryoldents had practlcally

idatical (almd verbtim) answqs to cl'lr qteshcns

E -Wotswith.Ma
Our tlrne wlth Emesto conSstecl d a series d lcng ccnversatlcns whldl po/ed to be

invaluaHe fcr cilr investigaticn. As rnanager d CEnryS, ar ernpoyee d BAS, a milpa filmer,
hained educatcr, qrservatiori$ and village dtairmat d Maya Centre Emedo is intimately
fanilia with all cf the issues surrcunding the rdatiorship bdwean CBWS and )r4arya Centre He

darified nmfi d the scattered lnfcrnutlcn we collected and fllled In the gap6. Edl s€ss,ol, he

presanted us with rnaly n€lv ls$es atd acornts d the hov pa$ pogan prcpcals have

enaded upm the is$€s whidr have lingered or fcr yeas Our cnly limitaticn was time -

Emedds busy schedule scrnetimes rendered us with half a list cf questiols upo'r whidr we had

nct even tordred Thls papa' cannct ev€n begln to ddve tnto the wdl d Ernestds kno,vledge or
these issues (and wewold rden any questicnq daificaticns md inquiries to him).

F.etdMRdrrys
The small vlllage d }vlaya Centre md CBWS are conFftienb cf Bellzem, lnternatloral

ard universal sy$€rns We fed it is inrpcrtant to analyze hor/ these systefi$ irfi@ cn the rsses
speofically placing thern in the ccnteart d the int€rnaticnal pditical economy ard a syderm d

ecrrentric dhics h crder to gd a breder und€r$mding d these ltr8er sy$sn we red bmks

and artides fron the Ntnkey Bay W S. lltray

Drring orr ISP, we stayed fcr cne night in Aurcra Saqri's guedhcuse (we were her

seccnd guesbl). The rest cf the tirne we slept in tents cn the $de lawn alorg wtth the fcur dogs,

two cab and several dlld<ens and oked orr meals under a thatdl Eefoe ard dter orr
fiddwcrk in N&ya Centre we $ayed at lvtnkry Bay fcr the easy access it pro/ided to Bdize City,

BCnr,opan and the library.
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tV. PARTIES INTERESTS AND ISSUES

A Parts atd hteds
hr cur fir$ ccnversatiar with Eme$g he identified three distindive grotp invdved with

the prdedicrl d CBWS md ds/dqment d lvhya centre the l@l lndlgencus peqle d the

village the fcrejgn/dfirestic lilge lando,vners/ dwdcpers and the 8,o/erffn€nt. We will use

these 8€n6al Sro'rFngs to descrlb the paties ard thdr respectlve inter€sb in the CBWS/ Ii,hya

Centre rdaticnstrip. We have added the Atdcbot Saiety ad Emedo Sa$l as s?trate entlties

since they ae key players in the maraSsn€nt d these issues.

The fdlo,rring secticn functicns to prwide a broader o/erview d the pattesr induding

backgrund infcrmatior and the ryecific fadcrs which slrape thdr intered in land use In the

poess d this inve*igatior, it becane s/id€nt that it is impcosiHe to isdate the single issre d
land use in this multifaceted rdaflorshtp

frcm its md fundffisrtal pcint, human's vieh/ cf nature is ergender€d thrc[tgh histoy,
reliSicr, educatior, larguage eccnonicg sajalizatiqr, natural envirannstt and life$yle In the

Western traditiq p€rc+ticrr d nature tre strongly influened by the fudeolslanic-Chrisfiat
wcrl&iew, the capitalist markd grortth moltality, the mod€rni$ falth in tedlndoSy and the

thecretical and expsisrhal di$ance maintained ftsn naturc in the derrnath d the scientific and

industrial rs/duticns.

h the dwdoping wald induding Bdize, the impad d these fcdgn ccncrytual

influences ls begnning to p€rmeate sddy at the rnacro lwd thrcugh the tnt€rnaHoral pditical

economy. their irnpact is nct so easily entrenfied in village culture due to the v€ry ccno€te

po,vrful rde d naturc in wayday rural life ln the case d lr4aya Cmke and CBWS land use is

'influenced by the villagers subi$€nce needs, the cjtrus makd, the cotservatiol dhic Froffted
by the Wldllfe Salduay and all of the hlstcrlcal, eccnoriq o]ltural factors undclylng these

influences An undenstanding d these fadcrs is necesstry to dd€finine eadr pa'ties interest in

land use and their rocts

1. VILLAGERS OF MAYA CENTRE

Land use is fundametally affeded by olture Grlturq, r?resents a Smeral way d being

fcr a grcup d people It is an analSamaticn cf a wide variety cf intendated aspeds d the grolp

In resped to the peqle d Nhya Centre there is ote bsic orlturg whidt intrmingle with

variaticls. The nrain qrponents are daily divittes (d nen, wonen and dtilffgt), food,

language ad drcss religior, educatior and o<ternal fadcrs

Throrghort the day men, w<lnen and childrer pursue differat activities lr/at d all ages

typrcally wcrk in wage job and milpa. Adult nen split therr time up during the wek bdween
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wage i$6 and their milpas. Sorc waily dtsfitute thdr tlme to eadl chcre Scrne dred mcre

att€nticn to cne rncre than the dhs. The two main wage pb are wcrking fcr CBWS cr fa citrus

ccrnpanies [4an ccn$antly invdved with wage ]fu nray pay cther nran to t€nd to thdr milPas

Thoe who tend to their oArn milpa uually put as nudr dfcrt into frming as they wotld put

intowaSei& per day.

The daily life d a wcnran in l4rya Celtre indudes drcres sudr as cocking deailng the

horre and washinS dctlEs Cod,ing begins erly in the mcrning befcre the red d the hcusdrdd

ryvakes Cockin8 @ntinues in intcrvals throtgfrort the dry cmcentrating acund beakfa$,

lundr and dinno, endlng scne tlme aft6 dlnner. The hcrne is deaned rycradcally throghqrt
the day, wherarer tirne psmitr Laundry is ty;ically dcne in the nsnin& by hand wash-boud,

so that dcthes can air dry cn the line in the afternsr sun.

Grildren attend the Cathdic grffimur sdrod. The sd'd day @nur€nces aannd &m

am, treaks fcr lundr bdween nqr and l.ttr pm and ends abcut 2.30 pm Afta sdtod and cn

weekends boys ard girls hdp ort their paants and dder rdatives with daily dttres Bcys attend

to famE with thdr fathers, dds hhers cr undeg while the girls aide their ndhers, sisters cr

aunts at horselrdd tcks.
Food eaten by villagers snes frsn mllpat hmtlng cr the rnakd. Fd from milpas

ccnsists d ccrn, berrs, grurnd fmds (i.e tubers) ad fruits (i.e dtus), These crqs can b used

to crste traditicnal f@ds ccrn trtillaS *csved beans, refried bears bciled pdatc and fresh

fruit. Scrndimes, rn€n will hunt peocay, ghut cr trmadillo fu meat. Often nte$t and st@es

like flcur ard rice ae purdased frcrn mtrkets. Ncn- tradittcnal fod like rnacannl atd 6eese

are also ct*ained frcrn shcps. The haditioral language Mcpat Maya is spckei

ererywhere and by all villaSsr Nol-baditicnal languages, Englis*q Gede ard SPanish, ae

rycken reSulaly in sdrod, to nor-[4ayans and in ccrriundicn wtth lePan Maya

As with f.rd ald language, &ess ts hh tracllttoul and ncn-tradltlcnal. male drcss

se€t"ns very $milar to ffess d typcal Bdizear rnen. Fsnales wea traditicnal lvlcpat Maya

dresse and qnbcidsd tlcuses

Reli$cn cqn€s in three denaninatjcns traditjcnal Mayan, Gthdicirn and Baptisrn

Tradltiolal Maym rellgan ts rnatifested ln scrre ddly adlvittes atd mythdory thrcuSh

sltperstrtiots One belid being that Ix-tabur wrll lureunfaithful men away into the fcresl totheir

dryn Bathing in the Cabbge Haul <reek may be orly dcne by at indvidual during the

dternur day light hcurs, so as to nd interfere wrth slints, kncrrn as ornrs erbdying the

water

The ncn-tradihcnal rdigrcns cf Cathdiosnr and Baptism have e<isted in lilaya Cenhe for

crver a declde Roughly half the village is Catholic and the cttrer half Ba$ist Eadt rdigicn h as

beerr tully integrated intothe orlture d theillage
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2 BELlzE AUDOBON SOCIETY (BAS)

Since its fcunding BAS has maintained a do filccphical bse shafrng its Pciticn cn

laduse
The Bdize Ardobo Saidy is a nortprcflt, nm-Sorcrnmental orSallzatlsl

dedicated to the Froncticr d the su$ainaHe use and preservatior d cr.lr natural

resorrces in ord€r to rnaintain a balance beturecn pecple and thdr €nvircnrn€nt. (BAS

Mssiot $aternent frcm Lffiture}
h addltlor to lb algnal educaflcnal, reseadl and l$qdnS progrant BAS has undertaken the

managernent d nine federally heded Areas to Frc]ilce this Mssqr These respcn$blities

have drawn the crganizaticr into a ccmpls arena cf scjal, ecmonic atd pditical struSSles

BAS seens to recoSnize the need to addrcss is$es whidl nd mly diredly influeice ot thdr

dfcrts to €ncq,rage urservaticn, hJt also threaten the physcal ad pdtflcal s€cudty d Prcteded

Areas As pnmaily a naturali$ criginaticn, BAS is nd necessaily eqlipPed to address the

ry€drum d isses facing the Prded€d Areas they re admiraHy atternphng to impqn€nt

Prolirdns to alleviate sone d the nue irminent smial/ ecuronic theats to CBWS, scrne wtth

ndaUe success To dfs€t srrre cf the village incone lGl due to the oeatlol d CBWS, BAS ls

orr€ntly creating a rrnrlti-Uoed rnanaganmt plan alloring fcr the su$ainaue erdractior d ncn-

timb fcrest produds (NTF?'S) fcr subi$ence use and comrsdal sale (Rath and Salas

pa'scral int€rvietvs) BA.S also relies cn educaticnal orfeadr prqgrals in lr4aya Centre atd dher

lmal ccrnnmnities to demonSrate the value d CBWS md cther heded Areas The

crganizaticn s€erls to understand the villagod diftorlties in fully appreoahng the value d
CBWS when ttrey do nct have basic eccnonic seorrity ard is thus attanr$ing to find means fcr

the Sandury to pnonde laal inccnrq as wdl.

Extrnal fadcrs, zud as Chrisflantry ccntinually influmce tradlttmal N4ayat qlture cf

the villagg Once inhoduced, thry gradually anbed thenrsdves within the intricate franortok d
the culture Fcr insalcq, dectricity was inhoduced to Maya C€ntre in July d 1994. Nor a fadly
has the cpticn cf orrning a rdrigErato. The rdrigerata allo,vs fa lotg trm $crage d
perishaHe fods, sudr 6 meat. The families wlth rdrtg€ratcrs cal ncr, take a&antage d the

easy ac6 m€at frcrn tre market (ancther od€rnal fadcr) and keep it fron ryciling Rcrn this

e<alrpe it can be seen that ea<ternal fdas rdate and intqrrate with dher o<ternal and interrnal

dltradsi*ics d the village orlture

The int€rrdatloslrtps d o<ternal and internal lnftuences shape the cultute ht€,ndated

arltural ryeds, sudl as the agrio lture/ rEfrig€rato rdaticnshlp tre fundanental ccrnpcn€nts d
the land use issue Attitudes ard adicns tcwads land use crigimte thrugh PecPlds life*yles

and bdravicr.
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3. ERNESTO SAQUI CEft,VS SANCTUARY MANAGER & MAYA CENTRE V]LLAGE

CHAIRI'AN
kcrn his vaiety d leadership capaoties, Emedo has a unique perspective in the

rdaticnship between CBWS and Maya Centre Ol cne hand, his tradttanal lUcpat Mayan

bactgrornd and upbringrng shape mary asp€cts d his lifestylq induding his hosehdd and

milpa He underdands (first hand) the needs d the pecple d his village atd at the sane time

sees the rods d the corflid bdween thejr lives and els€rvaticn agenda d CBWS His rde as

conmunity leder and sp*,esrnan tn the pa$ paced htm ln a fcrum in whtdt was e(poed to

BAS, csssvatioli$s dc and he has dwted nrary d their goals as his o\,n. While he fully

apprccjates the irrpcrtarce d corservaticn, he feds the pressrre CBWS puts ol the villaSe His

dual pcitior as village drairman and nranagr d Co*scanb pwides a vital thaotghfae for

ides and a Hdge fadlitatinS dfedive implernettaflcn d prograns His ledeship allwiates

many ccnrrrunicaticn and trus1 pr$lms that wculd probaHy illse lf an cuElder to* orer.

Eme$o is ccnrnitted to integrating the Maya Centre smrmity into the visicn md rnatag€rn€nt

d CBWS, realizing the inherent int€rdependenry betwe€tt thetwo

h many ways, BAS hands are fled due to stlpulaflms in prctedive legtslattcn a1d the

lack d any seorre legal corhad ddining the nafure ard duratior cf thdr rde a6 Rdedd Areas

runaSers. Thery are orrrartly ldtyinS the GOB to pro/ide lqislatior to diminate these

admi ni strative &tades
BAS lnt€rest ln lald use ln the CBWS reglcn ls thus confllcatd. Thdr pAmtry

allqgiarce is to the Freservatior d the regicn's wildrness, hrt thry recognize the dher pilfls
needs fc the resorrces They a'e ea8€r to find onprcrnises to satidy bcth the villagers'

Iivdihoods and ensure the health d CBWS ecy$€rns Accadin$y, thry suFpcrt su$ainaHe

r€scurce rnanaSern$t not lodlng up the land on whldr peryle have depended fcr c€nturles

Horever, thry re not as syrnpathetic to the prdilseeking mctives d the laSe private e$ates in

the aea and fed that scrne d the villages srbi$ence neds cculd be met by aoquirinS a pcrticn

d these fertile lands thorgh the L^ad Aquisiticn Ad. ( Rath ard Salas perscnal interyie$s)

Thejr pclUcn ts summalzed wdl here :

Our nugpifief ccral reds and islandq Tedacular wild aeae and great divcsity
cf wildlife are fa$ becaning kncwn in the wcrld cf intsnatisral tcurism 'Ihey all need

to be pdeded rpt. "IheHizeAudcbor Sciety is cnmitted tothe cause d
ccnssvaticn, tut the sr.rppcrt d the Bdizean pecple is necessary. Goisnmgll tusiness

crgarizaticns, and rnstituhor all need tobe crncsned in peserving what is god in the

natural envircnrnent, and in dwdoping it in sudr a wry as to rnaintain, and if pGsitte to

imprwq, the quality d life fcr themsdves ald future generaticns ( BA.5 hahure)
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Altrorgh the intei'naticnal ccnsFr'atlcn mo/€rnq1t pedges tts respect and wen

ernulatiol fcr indigenors orltur€s, Eme$o is nd ccnvrnced d the ccrffniknent in Fractice
Sensitivity to Mayan orlture is dten paced cn the bc*, tumer in ader to address the mcre

pditically porr€fful threats whidr artse He is also skEtical d fte GOBs ccmrnitment to the

success d CBWS due to its failure to ccnxnlt resqJrces and lnfrastructure neces$ry to proncte

the Salduay as a scjgltifig recreahcnal ard tcurist frjlity.
Emesto has dqrtrts abqrt the pctential d CBWS fcr pu/idin8 cppatunities to N4aya

Centre to seqrne a ner,v, $ade ecorcnic base He se€s maly cutside influences irrepa'aHy

dividing the cqrrrrunity, erydally rdlglcn, pdltlcs and tqrrlsn Wthort the conrnunjty

cchesveness to resist the inflannatay tendencies d these fcrces, Ivlaya Centre has beqne
ernbrciled in internal corflids hrerght cn by re.ligius exdusicn, UDP/PUP battles and finarcjal

ccrnpehtiot. He also ses the bndency fa passive Mayam mmtality as an 6ade in the

vlllagcs attempt to take advantage d lnccnegsneratlng cporttmttles prodded by CmryS For

e<arnple Snce Emedo infoduced the idea fcr the crdt shcp in 1988, it has nct dwd@ ary
further than its oiginal incrnaticn. EVan if villagers orld secure livdihoods fran tqrisrn
NTFP ortradicn cr cjfilq he is way d the cultural effeds cf thce situatio6 eryecially dter
witnessinS villaSgs beg torrtsts fcr irsrs md catneras

In reqpanse to the qlcurrant need fcr conssvaticn and vi'llage substsrcg Emesto feels

that aseage shcr.rld be acqlired frcrn the large edates who do ncl densstate any vital need fcr

the land His poitior was oy$allized in ttre mid$ d the corhorssy surrcunding Maya
(btrds dfoE to get safe drinktng wat€r. Due to the agrtcultural waste in CabbaSe Haul Creek

(the villages nea€d wats scurce)frcrn ftdr uFshetrn neighbcrs, the water hd'ane inpctaUe

Thevillage dained rescurces frcrn the lnternatisral Resore Ccnrnittee, but the prcied €ntailed

having to use a *rip d privaHy crvned land HcnSing to a fcrdgner naned lvf. Yalcy) to lay

the pipes. Yancy gave vcbl pa' mlsslcn fcr the ccnstrudicn to take pace but lat6 cn, hls

lawyens (Pitts and Elnngtan Law Firm a Bdizean firm) presanted lvlaya Canhe with csltrads
dainlng all rights and o,vnership d any eqripent sd up cn his land kustrated, EmeSo went

to the gor/ernmelt and re+le$ed aid The GOB allo,ved the pump to be in$alled cn a part d
Yanq/s land. If Yancy wr to intervene ol the tnts€sts d l\ihya Centrq in re+ect to the pump

then the GOB wculd ensue accpisitim cf tlrc land whidr Yanry was nd using in any capaclty.

This issue neFes€nts the d6h cf Frivate prop€lrty rights and basic hunun righb. 'lhankfully, the

lattr hiumphed in this in$alc.
Emestds inter€st in land use is to secure the hotected Satus md ec6ystern h€alth d

CBWS Additiorally, he se€ks toprwide villaget's with wcrkaHe lard fo mllpa to rdteve their

d?endence an the flcundering cjt'us ard capital-intensive tcurism industries(E Saqui p€rsoul

int€r-vietr/)
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3. PRIVATE LANDOWNERS
(Se Apperdix II) Andher pdy that ccntrds land acund CBWS and It/aya Cantre ae

the pnvate lando,vners Tlris grory indudes a vaie$ d individuals ard crSarizaticns that crrn

lage trads of land There ae hh BdizetrB and fGelgners wlthln this categcry. This grfip
trings in aroth€r dimen$cn d intere$ into the lard use issue The mai:r int€rest d the private

lard orner is the finmcial value d the land. Private landornens can be Wer up into three

grcups otrus grorerg ryeorlatcrs, ad dwdopers
The nrel pcpula manner ln whldr flvate land q,vners use thdr land ls for dtrus crcpg

induding gr@ruits and cranges These prcfitaHe crqs ire used sdely fcr comnerdal

mrkds The dtrus is gro^,n cn a lrge scale h S?ternber 1990, the BCize Citrus Srcr /€rs

Associaticn (CGA e$imatd 2tm0 (10,m0 ha) d cjtrus in orltivaticn.(King Pratt 35) N,f.

Bo,vrnan o^ms dtrus partaUcns to the ncrth ad soJth d Maya Centre further scuth, three

diffsstt lvtr. Zebmi's orn cjtrus and banana plartaticns. Borman and the Zebmi's ae Bdizean.

Speotlatcrs ccnpc€ the seld lage$ lardhdders in the regior. These people a'e

fcrdSners geneally ryeaking who seek to prrdrase land in Bdize in mtiopaticn d ftnancjal

retum thrugh dwdcpnnnt. Fcr the md pat, the ryesJatars either d€vdcp the land

therrsdves cr st cn it ard wait fcr the mcndtry value d the lard to rise bdoe sdling
Sp€olatos mdly orn the land that lies bdwqr Maya Cenke and CBWS Curra*ly, CBWS

draws rnrry speorlatcrs to the aea due tothe internaticnal rrfrtatjcn the sandury has erned
thrcuSh Rabino^rltz's bock and fllm. The la& d tcurlst fadlitles a1d lage trads cf unus€d land

zurrornding CBWS represent urtapped incone making cppcrtuniti6 to mmy inve$as The

three big ryellatcrs ae lvf. Bo,vn n( Bdizsr bcrn with British linea8e), lvfr. Dunkerl

lanaican), ard Nfr. Pdad (Janaicar).

The las grcup d lardorners ae dwdcpss Devdcpers lndude dtrus Sfoverq
sperrrlata or individuals/crSalizaticns that plar on dwelcpnS, a prece d latd. the lad in

questian nuy have bean dained frcrn dther Cro,vn lard cr private lard. lvtaty d the fcreigp

oarners have rdained titles sincethe alcnial days What thelad is devel@ fcr dEads upcn

the o^rner and the laws d the Envlrornrentat hectlcn Act. fuialnd CBWS and lvlaya Centrg

lard is typcally dwel@ fcr cjfuq althorgh inoeasinSly, taunsm Frgeds tre in the waks
Fcr o<anpe cne fcrdgn dwdcpr wr planning to hild a hdd rrr the land adiacellt to the

west€rn bcrd€r d Maya Centre

5. GOVERNMENT OF BELzt
The GOB strudtre pa'allds the Wesbnini$er Pa'lianantaly Sy$an The Prirne Mnisen

hclds a very po,verful o(eetive @ in whidr he e(ercjses the right to aPpdnt his Gbinet d
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Mnist€rs trcnr nrernbs cf the Hcllse cf Representatlves. The minlsters are thus pdltlcal

appcintm€nts md dten have little rdevant o$€ri€nce in the fidds d their reryedtve ndnisffes

There are many minishies directly/ indiredly invdved in the CBWS/ Maya C6tre land use

rdatiorship induding the Mnistries d Natural Rescurceq Torrisrn and the Envircnnsrt,

ASriorlture fuHtc Wcrts, and Human Resolrces.( Vsncn lecture at SPEAR dflce in Bdize Gty)

The GOB is less than fiftean yer dd and is still in the mid$ d oganiang itself to
dfedvdy address basic gorrning duties Dstrid o(t€nsiols d ministries tre ju$ no,v binS
estaHished as legislatior is slo,rrly h.tt surdy beinS g€n€rated. This settling prrcs is mrrring
orer the Hdrcp d ftery parttsan ccntro/ersy, a libemlizing regcnal and $cbal economy,

int€nsfied pr€ssure fcrm the intrnahoral ccnservatcn mo/qnmt, an influx d Cmbal Arnerican

r€fu8ees, a flight cf human capital to the Stateg a1d an increasingly pcpula tade fcr faeign
poducts There ae nuny fdcs nuking it difficult fcr the 608 to find a Mance bdween

eccrlcrdc ds/dcpm€nt and ccnssvaticn. Curr€ntly, fte Mnistry d Tcurtsrn and the

Envirqlmqt is running a yem lcng enpaign to corvince the pcprlace that ecdorisn is good

fcr Bdizens

There is no Bo/ernm€nt pdiry directing ccrnnrunity dwdopnmt in lUayan

funnrunities The crrrent medlum rarge ecorcrdc plan leaves llttle r6x ftr the sdf-rdtart
su b6istence lifesfyle d milpa fa'ming

In t€rms of int6e$s in lard use in the CBWS re6icn, the COB plays a dipcrmtically dl€nt

role Because cf lack d rescurceq it has requested that BAS hande manaSem€nt resporsihilifles

in CBWS fcr an tmdisdced duratlo. The cons€rvaUo cuv,Scn in the Foestry Depa'tment

sho,t/s liftle sgn d grctrrrth. Ihe GOB cautiorsly waits atq a fence befi,ve€n the ltrge eslates ard
the cms€rvahcni$s On cne hand, they want to atM fcrdgn capital ard jcb to fud a

strugglinS eolany and m the dher hatd, thry want tordain Bdizes ecdanrisn appeal. The

GORS int€rest is undea. Ivlsrwhllq, indtvldual Mnl$rles adffess +edflc lssres as they a'lse

frorn }vlaya Catre/ CBWS regicr.
The GOB des ccnH a sizaHe aea d Go/tm land cn the e$ern bcrd€'r d CBWS which

is induded in the Secial Develcfrnent Area pan currently hing desigped by the physcal

parner in the Mni*ry cf Nahrral Recurces, ( Cardcna p€rscnal ints.rielv) The results cf this

zaning Frqed may have significart impacts cn the lard use ln the CBWS reglcn. Two yetrs a8q

the fcrmen Physical Planner d the Mnistry d Natural Rescurces and BEST tettatively agreed to

indude Maya Cenhg CBWS and the Crom land cn the ncrthem bqder in a SDA pged. Since

then, Ms Cadcna has replaad IW. fdtn lilcGill as the Physical Harner atd there ae no curent

plars to indude this aea in a SDA plan. (Cadora and E Saqi persmal interuielvs)
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The $cry d il4rya Cmtre vtllaSe began ln 1976. Fq alm6t a decade Mrya Centre

erjoyed a fairly dmple lifestylq scrrsu,hat untainted by the conplodties so dter wrotgltt by the

pditics surrqmding land use On the dher had, CBWS' hidory has alwap invdved the

pditical qtro/ersies surrqrnding lard use When the hi$cries d CB|V/S atd [4aya Cenhe

cdlided in 198{ thry lod.ed and harre taken the sane intertwtnd path ln hlstcry slnce Because

the two no , shae an int€rtwined destiny, they hare ctrfrcnted edr dher in land use agadar
When disorssing land, it is always rdsrant to indude privde lard olnrs and the gwrnnratt.
The cdlective bckgrcun& cf private land crwners ard the GOB ae also invdved in this

relatimshlp When the cmflicting lntereds d the forr entities ccrne intro coltad, m lssue d
impcrtance aris€s.

These ae the fdlo,rring iss.res that will be discussed in the fdluring secticn: (1) The

rcadim d }/rya Centre to CBWS ard to lr,hya Cenbds darge d eccncnic base (2) N4aya

Centre ent€rlng the rnilket sy$an; (3) I\4aya Cenhds orltural reactlcns to (1) ancl (2); and (4)

Threab to CBWS security.

I. MAYA CENTRE REACTS TO CB\,VS AND MS CHANGING ECONOMIC BASE

The creaticn d CBWS spurred a wave d ciange that woild wash over lvhya C€ntre The

inffiucticn cf ccnservaticn as a ccnpeting lard use gave rise to many is$es whidr altered the

villagers eccnonic bse and thus, dlall€nged thor wdl- htsng. We defin€ cnds eccrrcrnic Llase to

indude mcre than the so.rce d mo1€ttry inccrne InSead d limiting the scope d disotssiot to

makd-biased activitiesi we lmk to Thonas Mdlad Pcwe/s lntrFretaucn fron his wcrk, The

Esrcrnic Pursrit d Orality. ' The real ecsronic base d a carnrnunity onsisls d all thc6e things

that nnke it athactive pace to livq wrrt cr do business. That nreans the eotonic base indudes

the qgality d the natural €nviftnment, the ridlness d the laal orlturq the seority and the

staHltty d the ccnrnunity, the quallty d the publtc servtces md the Flbllc wcrks lnffasffucturq

md the qrality d the wcrk foce ' (Daly 135) The fdloring sdio will €r(anne the dired

irnpad d CBWS cn this bse, as wdl as the indired r?ercussicns fdt due to the villages

increased land use conpditicn with the private estates in the aea

a Alan Ratino,itz's Legary

After ccrnpleting tw6ty nrnths cf resea(i, RaLinqritz indicated that his results shcr'rred

the Cocksccrnb Basin to be m appcpriate lmticn fcr a jagua reserve He arrived at this

cmdudcn based cn the Jaguar pqmlatlan denstty ln the de4 tfE ru88eq lsdated nature d the

basin, the abundmce d wrldlife the fragrlity d the foest ecystsrt and the prdedion it

prorides fcr thrce majo watssheds. (Rahno,vitz 1986) The basin was granted ltotected dahrs

Pa't d Rabinoritz's pan entailed the Mayans living in Guan Bank leaving Co&sccrnb due to
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the physical pressure ttlelr milpas and hunting put on the Jun$e Accmding to Margarito Bdcn,

who lived in Guam Banh and Liberato Saqri (villages d lvlaya Cartre), the villagers were norer

educated abqrt the reacns that thry were tdng foced to more In his bock laguaf, Ratinorritz

nepeatedly ecpresses his affedim fo his Mayan neighbos but he cculd nd ignce the negative

€nvironmotal lmpad d thdr lifestyles In hls wcrds, 'The futures cf the N4aya and d thejaguars
were bing colmled and determined by factcrs be/old thdr understanding s canhol. Thargh
bdh kryt cn shifting and readjusting thdr t€rritcries, smr there wculd be no nroe plrc to go

Fcr the lviaya I saw no real hcpe d preseving thdr simpe way d life in a smiety that r%ildd
thern as fimlflve and pagan.' (RaUno,irltz 1986 340) In +ite d hlmsdl Rablnorrttz's bby,
CBWS bcanecne d the corbdling fadcrs d the lr4aya peopletowhidr herders

The pecple cf Guam Bank were giv€n no onparsaticn cr land to mitigate their ld
hcnres, ncr did the pe$e d N4aya Cartre receive anything to make up fcr their livdihood ld
with thdr hunting and mtlpas ar CBWS land. t\tro oelanatiot, no ornpensaficn. This was nct a
gmd way fcr the rdaticnship beh/veen CBWS ard N4aya Certtre to @in.

The villages o/€ntually leamed abcut the purpce d CBWS fron a Perc Ccrps

vdunteer who was brtught in to hdp sd up the base canp. Rahncuitz does his bock

describing fte peaceful, corflid-hee lntegratlm d the Mayans d Guam Bank into thdr ns/v

hore. Some were wcrking as watdrman fcr CBWS, he nctes triumphantly. (hfcrtunatdy, the

real stcry dG nct end so happily wen' afts. ( Ratinopitz 1986, M Bolcn, L sag.ri persoral

interyie\,vs)

h Waves Washing &er Mlpas
After the villaSe d Maya Cenhe recdved cfficjal fftle fcr the squtre mile cJ lard knolrrn

as lr/aya Centre Fanrlard Layorl the village camcil divided the lard intothirty aoeprcels and

alleated them to lndividual hcusehdds for milpas. The h&sehdds thm ddned dflcjal leases

fr thdr pcts frcrn the Mnidry d Natural Resdrces, ald a few (10%) have since ganed full
individual titles ( BEST Ccrnnrurrty Survey) Unfcrtunatdy, the nujcrity d the Reservaticn lard
is low- lyng and wd. The lacl cf drainage rerders it to wd to gror the villagox' $ape oops
sudr as ccrn, bems and rice very wdl. The land produces cne ccrn crcp per yetr md sone pcts
prduce a seccnd srnallen have$ in April. Every villagc with whcrn we spoke corfinned this

gpm descriphcn. " The ccrn dol't like so rrnrdr water. Beats no grcur good. . , PJce no grov wdl

ejther and to muctr wcrk. I nru$ do wa'ything by hard- dryng, peelin& -( Pop p€rsmal

intervjev/) Sone horsehdds have plds in the h atd t secticns whidl acuding to the Latd

Resorces Assessment d the Stmn H Dstrict is'highly- nmdeatdy suitaue to'milpa maize

and beans limited by nutriat availaUlity.' (See Appendix III) The w (alluvial wash) pcrticn,

whidr indudes the majmty cf land in the Reservatior, has " very limited cultivaticn pdsrttal.'
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The Farmland Layot as a whole is dassified as havlng ' orerflo,v' drdnage denslty md
comidered "lov risk -lo, pctential qystern' (King Ballie 1989) the day scils whidl doninate the

area and the heavy rains (250 qn annually) cf the regicn are tte main fadcrs limiting the land's

drainage and thuq its f€rtility.

The villagas w€re aware d the Frmlard's ddld€ndes Snce they flrst ndgrated to Maya

C-entre they had fdlo,ved llff. l{hos exanple ard used the land to gro,v ricg altholgh it nwer
produced oops of a high errorgh grade fo od€nsive cc.nm€rcial sales. They deparded upol the

hilly lands within the pesent CBWS bcrders fcr milpa land. Histoically, lvlayan nnlpa ae
gencally panted cn hllly lands fcr the natural trainaSe thry Frwlde whldr is so vltal in the wd
dirnate d scrrths'n Bdize The Crlscrnb lardS indudjnS the ea tle Guan Ba* fanilies
waked, Froducd good ccrn and bem crcps The Prcteded $atus grarted tothe Badn in 19&l

pnwotted the villagers frcrn farning there a1d they were fcrced to use the Farrn lad Layott to

8ro,v com, beaE, ricg dc
Repesartatives frcrn BAS and the Mnistry of Natural Rescurces have sho,vn zuppct tu

legislatior and a nranagenrent pan whidr wold allorr fcr NTFP o<tradicn and pcsiHy permits

fcr subsistence hunting ard fishing It is dorLtful, thcngh, that milpa faming within CBWS

barndanies Mll wer b allored due to the ccnhu/ersy surrolndng the sllstainability d slash

and bum a$iollturc. Our reserdr has rwealed rnany cmfliding cpiniotrs cn this tqc
Agriqlltural htsp€ds in Bdize wans againS the potential avirqrm€ntal hazads pced by

milp4 eryeially lcrolized scil ercicn and firerisk when the dried vegdaticn is sd dlame by the

fa'rner. The authcrs dte the recerlt lnflux d rdugees (who also pradlce ndlpa frnnn0 as a

sorrce of great envircnmental cocern due to the stre€r increase ln acreage that is deaed wery
yean ard the steep slopes cn whidr they plant whiclr a'e verry Fcrm to erdcn. "Traditicnal slash

ard tum agrio:lture (principally fcr rnaize and rice), with a1 6/er reducing fallor pa'iod, will
ccrne to b regaded as wadeful d bdh land use and lab effat.' (Klng Pratt 6A 92-98) bl

Iagua. Alan Rabincrritz o$ress€s his oFinian cf the srvirotm€fltally detrimental dfects d slash

and burn aSriculture versus the Anoent Mayan sldainaUe practice d shifting cultivaticrr- He

ocpains, "' . . .. the seeds d foed hees ae less easily diryersed than the seds d grasss ad
flccessicnal bees Thus fcr a dered aea to conplddy recci/er, plmary fcrest must be doe by.

U deaings ae lagq, the r€tum to the fcrest may take hundeds, sren thorsalds d yea's l/vhert

dea'in8s besne surrurnded by mcre dearingp, the fc€st rnay never reco/er. . . their aSricultural

ry$sn , thcl'rgh efficjext in trr €rdensive amd balarced fcres-t enviromElt, carnd succeed wer
tlme ln lsolated pal€ts of foest. " He 8cs cn to ld€ntlfy the Ivbyans as the md lnrnediate

threat to the Cocksmnb Fcres. (RaHnouitz 1986 317-81 The Mni$er d Agriodture, Russdl

Chcja cauticned a8ain$ the €nviRrmental presqre sustained b/ in€#icjent lalrd use and
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agriorlture due to lack of nunaganert skills. (Garcia persoul intsview) Mlpas, fs the mcd

part, have lo /er ydds pe' acre that medunized fams, at lea$ in the shcrt tfin
On Ere cther side d the fencg bdh Eme$o Saqui and lvh lvldicia (}rdcrra d the Mni*ry

ci Natural Rescures dcutt the soreity d slvirolmsltal danage pctertial d milpas Emesto

pointed ort that a milpa fanffr cculd survive using five aoes of lad in hls entire lif€ttrne while

nredranized fanning mtails the dearage d thcusand d aoes The Dctiou'y d Envirqnult
and Dwdcpnurt ddines slash and tilrn agnorlture as '. . . an edogically scund method cf

ftrmin8 Gnmm in the tnqpics. It is the olly sustainaHe way of faming in rain foe$ bcause cf

the sdls lou/ f€rtiltty.' The authcr ge cn to cautlol, 'As a remlt cf lnoeaslng human numbers

and saial F,ressures limiting access to land, fallov polds hare dedined cr disappeaed

altogethe. When this happenf slash and tum becones a distinctivdy deskuctive merts d
frming givint theland no time to rrorrer its fertility." (Gump 227)

lvtd wlnicns whidr we €nccuntered fornd nnlpa farmlng sustalnable fodded lt was

caried ort in aeas cf lcr,rl pcpulahm d€nsities and the land was ldt fallo,v fcr suffiqent petrids

betwsr plarting. There is rally no qresum that milpa farming is less destructive that

medmized filmin& tut thee is debate whdher it rnakes the md efticimt use d the lad in the

lcnS tefin lrcnically, the sustalnaullty d nxlpa famlng ls really a pdlucal, eccncmic md scial

qrctior. Because nrd d the araHe lard in Belize is orned by lange e$ates, the Mayan villages

are pushed into pakelts d nurginal famdan4 usually in ecdogically ssrsihve areas What is

really unsu$ainaHe in this issue the large estates deding the fertile lands fcr citrus and dher

ccrnnscial crq6, the milpa farm€rs panting cn erodaHe sdls, cr bdh? There ue po,vrful

fcrces bdrind ccns€rvahcn pqeds and large scale agriorltural de/doprnent, but the milpa

farmcs hdd little pditical influsre as a grcup, and virtually ncne as individuals 'The ccuntry's

snall milpa frnrers. . , trare not been given a favcred pace in Belizds agriotltural devdcpmatt.

There are scne 6,000 suHst€nce cr subsuHstmce mllp€rc 8rc[^,lng malnly ccrn and beans ln

roadess aer and cn ntuntarn slcpes These srull gro,vers hare little access to crdit d
tedrnical assistance' ( Barry 63) Pditically and srcrnically ryeking milpa farming is the

easiest endervcr to discorrage &lt wh€re dG this leave the subist€nce Mayal farmer and his

fragileodturel

hr the case of Maya Cmbe the villagos still do milpa farming htt md Srcuv otrus

(60%), fa whidr Brey rrust use fertilizers and pesticjdes to sdl thdr harvests to the large

prcsing plamb. Cunartly thry are making a Frcfit cf $.5,0/bag madmum AlthotSh slashinS

and tuming is the most impcrtant agriolltural mdhod, half d the farmers rdy cn medtanical

dorices (BEST survey) It seems as thorgh the rylrit d milpa farming is sliPping awae Novv

villagers seem disccuraged by the po harvests d their dape cropq tut nct defeted They
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ocltinue to pant ctrq beanq grctrnd fds and sone plds Froduce encrSh vdume fq
horsdrdd use Thry rdy cn 0re incane frcrn the sale d their dtrus crcp6 to make €nds meet.

c Hunting/Rshing

The oeatlcn d CBWS altered the vlllages eccnordc base by prcfiltsttng huntlng and

fishin8 cr1 Smduary lad Bdoe CBWS, the fcrest was like the villagers' 'refrigerata' whee
thry weit fcr meat, fish, herb6, thatdr, dc (L. Saqlri p€rscnal intenriew) The gane meats md

fish po/ded a siSnificart pcrticn d their prdejn intake Nou, althorgh hoe is still illegal

huntinS ot CBWS land and the neaty private estates, many horsdtdds have to purdlase meat

prduds at the maket in DilrSriga a Hcpkins. Many fanilies raise pigs and pcultry right in

thdr yrds, hrt these aninuls represcnt lage nrcnetay invesfinents due to the cd d the feed, so

they ae o{y slzughteed cn ryecid Micns and ae rnct cft€n sdd fcr $60/pg md

$3/dticken.

Hunting is pr$itited in CBWS to Frded all wildlife prtrorlaly jaguas and thar
natural prey. Alan Ratinoritz daimed that the lt4ayan inhatitants d Guam Bank 'had virtually

wiped o,rt all d the game minrals in the area' (Ratinorritz 1994) The villages hunt fcr Sitnut,
peccary, wtld turkry, and amadlllo ol the neaflry Cro ,n land des€rtd Ftvate estates, and

scrn€tinE in CBWS In crd€r to orrtail the illqal hunting adivity, CBWS oeated dear borndary

demarcatio'rs (9nce nrany huntss daincd that they did not evsl knov they wene cr1 Smctuary

land). hcnically, maly hunt€rs dually use the bcundary lirres as hunting paths ftrrently,
Emedo is arran$ng a Bcundary Awarqless Program in the conmunities surrcunding

Cocksccrnb to raise a\ trsress cf fte issue and to try to in$ill a *rcrlger assejaticn betwesr

hunting in CBWS and ILLEGAL ACTMTY. It sesns that if scnrecne tock the hrne to e(plain to

the hunters the n?€ro$sio1s d er<cessive hunting and fishing (58% cf thoe surveyed r?orted

Same allmals hafu to flnd il90 had a a[fflo.llt ttme flndng gtnut the mGt pur$red Sdne
meat) they world limit thsnsdves to $rstainable capacitieq realizing their vested intsests in
nraintaining game pcpulatiors t BEST $rvey) Pgmitting hunting/fishing fcr srbist€nce

purpces may hdp to offsd the dfeds d CBWS cn the vrllagds eoronic bsg htt it cotld also

be cpeninS a dangcors Pandoa's bot
d. Wagefob

nre to the limitaticns Fut m traditicnal methods d survival, mary fanilies nru$ lq* to

rlher ways d cr,eating a living. One manner in whidr villaSers 8€nerate subsi$fice is thrcugh

pa'taklng in wage jote. Wage Jobs produce a slgniflctr|t meals fcr FrGlrtng the basic

necessities, sudl as fad, ddhing shdter, healtlr, dc A waSe J& is bes defined by at
ernprymart b/ sone p€rso c crSmizahm that prcvides a regula pay. bt Maya Ceftre wage

job ae decidedly mde dcnrinated Wage j& are cffered b/ CEnVg hired labcr pmtions and
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the sdod. Wcnrgr do nd gena-ally angage in any kind d wage jcb as defined in this maln€r',

(Hse wage jrft ae nct oq$id€red to be torrisrn affiliated. Torrign type je t)rpcally oeate

inegular inccrnes To be disorsed in the no<t sedicn).
(H.sccr,rb Bmin \Mldlife Sarctua'y empoys seum nret cf the village This invdves

abcut 20% d the fardll6. CBWS de nct hlre any persornd frqn surrcundlng @rrrunttes
1-hu$cnlyN4ayaCentervillagersfinanoallyb€nditfrcrnCBWSwagejcts. Thefundingdthese
je is pwrded by BAS, also the nujcr funden cf CBWS as a whde lvftn are hired cn a qrdant

bis throrghort the yetr, a wardans, rargefs and fcr nuint€nare Amding to Emeslo Saqui,

CBWS pwides the workers wlth 50% of thejr fannl/s tctal tnccrne Occadoully, mor ae hired

fcr qpeoal pgeds tr pat-tirne fcr randcrn jfr Fcr instancq Emiliano Pcp has been hired frcrn

Norgnber d 1992 until N.lay d 1995 to hark the recantly reinboduced ho,vlr mcnkrys

furdher connrcn type d wage i$ are hired labcr pcitiors 40% d the f artilies recdve

incone frsn men wcrklng as htred labcrers (BE.ST Maya Cslter Wcrnen's Grorp Survey 1993)

Althorgh these labcr jtr are nd vsy dqerdaHe cr colsistent, they bring in a significant

amount cf incone Hired labc usrally refers to m€ln wcrking milpas d ctler village farnss in

tvlaya Centre cr fanilies hon surrornding connrunities Thoe who do wcrk ot farms cf dhers,

gmerally do nct have farns cf th€ir clvn. It is very ccrnrncn fcr a full-time worker fo CBWS,

due to lmk d spare time will hire a man d Maya Celhe frsn tirE to time to wok his milpa

Ancth€r kind d hired labcr, is village infrastnrdure nuintaance Fcr insancq a man will be

hired m a rqular bsis to t€nd to the wats sysen, ryecifically, fixing the prmp medrausms

and ptpes, bh d whid need freglslt s€rvidng

The dher type d wage pb is cffered by the Cathdic gnrnmar scttod in Maya Coltre

Thre is orly ore schod in the village and it ernplgn thre individuals TWo Itrlayan wonet
wcrk as tdletrs alcng with the pnncipal, Liberato Saqui.

Incone made frcm wage its may colstitute upilards d 60% cf the villagds famlltes total

inccrnes. This is a sizaHe amcunt d nrordary incone that $rcngly influences the lives d thoe
benditing Wa6e j& allor villagers to hry things thry are no lcnger able to aoquire frcrn Past,

haditiolal mdhods $nce hunting is diffiorlt to depad upor, oro as a suPp€tnenffy acfivity,

meat usually must be dained frox nurkets Thus wage Jct6 make it pcsiHe fcr villagers to

tuy meat fron the rurkds Otha stapes like ricq whidr is diffiorlt to groru cn ReseNaticn land,

are also purdrased with the nurry g$erated frcrn wage jfu

e Torrism Rdated fcts
In rerycnse to the influx d tcurists visiting CBWS, sone mernbss d lvlaya Cenhe have

decided to capitalize or the cppcrtunity. Assuming that CBWS rernains a lotg tirne neighbcr,

villagrs ae ensured a co$i$€nt inccre frcrn torri$s thrcuShcut the to,lrist seascn, The tcurist
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season runs frcrn Norqnber / Deoonh to Iune As the pcpularity d the Jagua Reserue

inoeas€g so d6 the fi1o.rnt cf pecple who cc[ne to visit it. There is cnly cne way into CBWS

W way d the access rd which Qins at tre entrane d N&ya C-cntre alcng the Scuthern

Higfway. There ae no cther comnunities cr paties ornently €daHished wrthin the vinoty, so

lvlaya Certre vlllaSers tre the sde bendidaries d the CBWS tcurlst lndustry. As the vdurne d
tcuriS ino€as€s, so de the lcal peqded a:rornt d intqest. This is very 6/ident in Maya

Cantre To date thse are three tlp€s d tusinesses estaHished in reryorse to the tcurists two

crdts shcp$ ane gued hore and selfcnpcyed jungle guifu There a'e tentative pars fo
andhs guest holse and fcr a r€$aurart caterlng to fcrdgn taste buds

h 1988 a grorp d wonm frcrn lvtaya Centre estaHi*red a oaft strcp at the enkance d
the access red into the villagg whidr leads to CBWS 10 km away. Originally 18 wcrnen fornded

the shcp Presently 80% d the village families Hit frqn inccrne generated q, the craft sttop

Fcr the flrst few nulths, to gd the pflqed df the grornd BAS paid the wonen cf the adt shcp a

snull *rp€nd to cpel the gate and nrcnitcr torist mtsing CBWS with a guest bod.. Nov, the

wor€n vdunteer to wcrk in strifts, keeping the strcp cpen seren days a week frcnr 7 AM to 5 PM

The cnly inccrne cf the craft strry cares fron sdling oafts made b/ varicr.ls wcrnen frcrn lvlaya

(}nhg sunornding villages and the Tdedo distrid. Once hrstness prwided a soneu/hat slable

inccmq, the Craft $rcp inihated a prq;rax throrgh whid they pay women fron ctha villages

fcr crafts whei they trin6 thanr in, and then they keep the rncn€y frcrn the sales The produds

may nct be sdd fcr mcnths, but this pograr guarartees the wcrnan fron c*her villaSe mcnry

fcr their produds tnnnediately and olE crlt the need ftr alcther cdly tus ride (E. Pcp persoul

intsvierv) ln 1992 the craft strcp garerated $58,ffi. (8. Saqui perscnal interviav) Thewonen gd

paid frcnr the sales d their own individual aafts The average inccme nrade frcrn crafts is $350

pa'family. (BE.ST. Maya Center Ccrnnrunity Survry 1ts3) In 1993 a seccnd craft sttcp was

ccnstructed at the rtrthrn bcrd€r cf Mrya Centre vlllage alo18 the Sclttheril htShway. No

infcrmatitrr was to be colleded abot the secord oaft shcp, although we learned indiredly that it
was started by a +lint€r grcup cf the lrlaya Wcrnen's Grcup ard is dcrninated by BaPtist wcrnm.

(M Bdcn pescnal intsvielv) [t de nd s€sn that the secotd oaft shcp draws mudt hrsiness

and it was nct dear whdhq tt is evm qlrrstly cpEatimal.

ln 1994 a guest hct$e was fomded. It is l@ted at the w6tern bcrder of Maya Centre

vitlage alorg the access road. The guest hcuse was eSaHished by Arrcra Sa+i, wife to Eme$o

lhqui. Cct fcr ore day d lodgrng is $35 and food can be prwided fcr $24 fcr 3 meals It is tm
arly to kno,v any inccrne flgures

Aurcra's guest hcuse is and rndividual exdeavcr and threatens to eliot j€lcusly ancnS

the cther villagrs There is intered in buildinS ancther guest hcuse cccPsatively in the villaSe
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It world be srstruded b)l the l4aya Wcrngr's Grorp. Corflio within the Grorp ard within

cther villagecoqerahves will dorffiessly affed theviahlity d this pcsrUe guest hcuse

Tcrrri$s may hire Suides frcrn lvtrya Centre to take thern cn scenic hikes thrcugh fte
hush d (bctsconb Bmin. Thseis noeSaHished assajaticn d guides in lrihya Catrq no do

any pecple d the village bdcnS to any guide assdatlqrs ort$de the village Althorgh it is
pmiHe fcr tcuriSs to l@te indiMduals (typically mm) to carry them into the jungle There are

cnly a hardful cf qralified nsr fcr gpiding. lr/d guides are used fa wrnight tripe like a 3-5

day ffi to the tcp of Vidcrias Peak. Guides ae all selfcnplcyed eaming abo* $30 a dry.

Inccme ceated by guiding ts suppemenhry and lts perc$ta8e ccnHtutlc[l to vtllage lncone

unknolr,n. N4dry nearby rescrts carry tcurists into the Reserve and insist cn usinS their clvn

guid€s, significantly limitinS the wcrk cppcrtunities fcr lvtaya Cantre gpides

A pdertial business nuy be oeated I Julio Sa+i. Iuliq brdhq to Ernedq runs the

cnly martd stcre in thevillage He mentcned in ca$al colvssaticn that heis dg/dcptng plans

to elgand his little $cre md add a redaurant/br. This e$auishment wcnld tilget the tori$s
who freqrmtly pass by his $cre cn Bre way to CBWS Julio's estaHishmat wotld poride a feur

wage job fcr Mllager to woik in thekitdren and in ctha capacities fcr the restaurant,

Ccnunerdal agriorlturg wage Jcbs and torlst rdated Jct6 all represent l,hya Centre's

resporse to CBWS and a changrng emrcrnicbase Othc siglrs d this hansfcrmatim indude the

changtng methods and gols d subsi$€nce agriollture and the rde cf hunting fishinS a1d

gathetng. Maya Certre is grdually enterint the same captali$ market sy$em in whidr m6t
Bdlzean human conmunltles partldpate

2. MAYA CENTER ENTERING THE N,IARKEI EC'NON,T

While djusting to the dfeds d the fo-maticn d CBWS and a strifting eocncrnic b6g
Maya Centre was pr@led lnto the natlcnal market eccnany. Althorgh the vlllage was nd
canpetdy sdf -suffiosrt Fror to CBWS the hunting fishing milpas and thatdted hcrnes made

thern sdf-rdiant in rnaly aryeds d their livelihood. The efferts d a marke* ecotony run deep in

ccrnmunities alterin6 bcic percepticns crf good, what they rePresent md hoil thry are

exdunged. Emesto tdd us that he nmsnb€red a tlme in lvlaya C6tre when a grotp of pecple

corld be sithng aro.lnd ald if cne pe'sor had sone fruit, he wotld smpy Pass it trcllnd to the

othag kno,rring that the ho+itality wolld be r€cjprcated whsr scrnecne dse had scrn€ fruit.

This world nd have been a ccnscicus ad cf Senercity; it was smply the way things w€re dcne

No,v, Em6to reimbursed, mcney wculd ina/itaHy anter the pidure Whether cr not the fruit

bearer wanted mcnetay onpelsahol the qresticn wculd run thrcxrgh pecplds minds

The injecticn cf nrorey into the press d ottaininS gmds dledifies the "purdtase "

Picking an crange frcrn a hee fiuy dicit questicning into the scurce cf the truit- Where de it
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cmrc frcrn? People world respo'rd ln innumeraue ways: a prdud cf dr€flXstry a 91ft fron
God, maybe the crange goq the babji d a giant orangq or nuybe it is jusl an illusicm. Human

iruSinaticn qrntuality and faith are anr,rsed by dmple inqlisitiors This phenonancn is

parhorlady prwalant in N4ayan orlture in whidl rdigicus oeeds are drived frcrn physical

€nttttes d naturc. The purdrase cf an crange frun a shdf a a stand dG nct lmcl ltsdf to
cantenplatim cr traditicnal mythd%y as eaily, cutting ott that intenningling with my$oy
Where d.-< the crange ccrne fron? {he qrate ycu paid fo it a Julids $cre It wotld take a

thorghtful ccnsum€r to wen think abcut the tree

hcrn an individual levd, the effects d a rnark€t eccnony produces ormulatlve impds
cn the olture of a conmunity. The maket also has mrked influence cn a macro lwd. In crder
to adp$ to the na,rr depardemce cn facdesq anaal trading pa'hers, the comrmnity restrudures

its int€rnal means c{ podudicn. The mernbss d the cunnrrmity mu$ decjde whdher to
cocperate s ccrnpte wlth cn mdher m fcrmal, LilSness ls/d. The dernands d thls relato$hip
necessaily alters the dynanic d the village eccnrnically, smially and pditrcally, Maya Cenhe

was F.Ished intothe nwkd with little guidarce frcrn cutsjde oga zaticrls cr ccornunity- based

dfcrts to hdp pryare fcr irnpoding danges. lndividuals dofed wage jcbs ard corrrercjal
crops in additlcn to their $bi$ence activlties (i.e milp4 hunting fishin& etc ). These practles

eSnrficatly altered many villagos' baditicnal lif6tyles ad sdtr€liatce.

a Wagejob

The ccncept d perfcrminS a duty ard recelvlnS a r6,vad fcr such duty is a unlvssal

under$anding to all human oltures ad scieties, althorgh the rewad sy$€rn is highly

diversified Telling a jde to sorEong ard thern respcnding with a drudle is an eranrpe c{ ar
adicn / rarvad rdaticnship. A ccrrnrcn rarad systan in the capritalistic stridy, is receivinS

rn€ney fa perfcrrnin8 scme ktnd d wcrk perfcrrned fcr ar tndlvldual a crgmlzatlcn. In 1980 a

@rnncn rewad systsn in Maya C-enhe was recdving a meal as ccrnpensaticn fcr proriding a

meal.

$nce the infuucticn cf CBW$ the rewad sy$sn d the conmunity d Maya Cenfe has

taken cn an increslngly capitallsuc t,lt The recent inffiuctiol d waSe j& nEks the

Frroressior d thrs makd h€nd. As menticned etrli€r th€re tre thre€ kincls cf wage job CBWS

jotr, hired labo' and sdod j(fu lt is imtrrtmt to disqrss the relatiorships in which certain

wage jct6 mcEt Sgnificantly influence land use in the nelv mtrkd eomorny. Twoort c{ thethrce
wageJob qualify as bdng slgnificnt CBWSJob and htred labo. Sdlol ernplcyees r€present a

wy snall pd'cn d the vlllaSe trpulatior a1d incfine CBWS jcb tre d ptrtiqda int€r€st

cmsdring the majcr fcrs rJ this pap€lr is the rdatimship bdwean Maya C.entre ard CBWS
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Whel BA.S hired village mer in 1986 as CBWS wadenq the NGO and the Salctuary

mtered a lcng term, intinute rdationship with the crnmunity d N&ya Cerhe (kon thls pdflt
cn it will b understmd that CBWS nranats'n$t implies the invdvement cf BAS in all d its

brsiness) CBWS is greatly rerycnsiHe fcr the financial wdl tdng d alnmt 207, d the frnilies in
the villaSe The mployment prwided by the Sanctuary fclers a dependency arrcng its wckers
and their families flike m6t jd6 in a ryitali$ eccnony). $erming fron the dqendency is the

lack d interest in milpa and haditicrul means d subi*s:rce The ner,rr fcund seotrity d CBWS

jcb cnly strcr$hens the ccnnedicn d thce individuals to the capihlistic q/stem

Ld us lod at a h)pothetical situaticn cf a ficttcnal family tn lr4aya Cartre the l\4cpals

Nft. lr@an was hired b/ Cocksccrnb Basin Wldlife Sanduary in 1987. It is no,v 1ts4 ard lvt.

N4cpan still wcrks fo CBWS m a ccnsiSsrt bsis. He is a regular ernpoye By working fa
CBWS he prwides 50% d the family incone This is a sizaHe ancunt fo the arcage villaga in
Maya Centre Ne. I\ropan hdds a lease fcr 30 acres cf land tn N4aya C$tre Fa'mlard Laycut. It
is average land fcr the Layorl At iE be$, the scil can yidd two harve$s cf corn two cf bax,
and two d grotnd fods, althorglr harvesb are ns/er very atundalrt c otlrandy healthy

because of the nature d the peercistinS cmditicrrs
In 1986 I#. Mcpan had five acres in oltivatiol. On two acres he grelv subiststce crcpq

induding ccrn, bem$ crcav4 calilor and cniol. Or the dher three acres he had approdmdely
3{Il tr€€s d citrus 200 aange hees and 100 grapfruit hees The rest cf the land he o,vned was

all hush. By himsdf and wittr themioral help cf his friends and scnq hemanaged the oops
and crdrtrds regulady. By the end cf that yetr he produced morgh food to b 10% sdf-

sufficient pus have sone e(cess to sdl at the makd in Dangri8a His otrus trees yielded the

fruit to make a decent Frdit. All in all, Bre produce that canre frcrn the land allo/ued his fdnily to
be sdf-sufficiert ard created ahlt 90% d the families incone The dher 1070 came trcrn odd

jcbs

Presmtly, Mr. lvlcpar wcrts full tirne fcr CBWS. Two days a week he tads to his milpa
A ccupe d tirnes a week he hires cther nren in the village to wak his farm. Iive res ae $ill
adive No,v, orly cne &e is used fcr the sub$erce ocp,s and the cther me he used in the

past fcr these foods is left cotpddy unatterded to The citrus still stands as it did bdcre The

tdal land in orltivdror yrelds enangh food fcr 507, sdf-snfficiorcy and the cihus lelds iust
arorgh to break srsr, due to the dnqp in nurkd prices and the rising cd cf inputs

CBWS allors lvf. lvlqan to Fro/ide the rest d the food needed { purdrasing it at the

n1aIkds The incomg in ccnjunctlor wlth hts wifds craft sales allcws the family to be coxpldely
seorre in tem1s c,f hcru$ng dcthing ad health. If the land needs tmding tq he pays hired hands
'Ihe family is $rm$y relyng upo'r theseslrity cf CBWS fcr its livdihmd.
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The hired hads becone dryendert upol the livelihood d lvf. lr,bpan. Hired hands for
farming are uually availaHe because thry do nd have land fcr thsrsdves lv{r. Mqan hdps to
su$ain the families cf two m€n that he regularly hires

Then, cre day lW. N4cpan qnes hone frcrn wcrk to tdl his family that he has be€n laid

cff BAS has had to make orthcks in CBWS emplcryment because d la* d fundln& No lorge
is tvh. Nbpan aHe to g€n€rate 50% cf the family inccrrre. He can no lorge. hry as rnudr fmd
frcrn cutside scurces and he can nd pay cthos to wcrk his farm Thee is cnly srcugh food

bing gro,vn to sati*y the fanily fcr a fa,v mcnths The citrus will ncl be rcady to bear until the

ne(t s€ascn. His Mfds craft sales are nct at all siSnificant because it is nct tcurlsl seascn yd.
fYoHem

The two men, and thdr r€sp€ctive fanilieg hircd fcr labcr by Nt. N,hpar also lae cut.

The wcrk they did on lvt. I4cpm's fam oeated a third d their respective irccrnes Thry tmwill
have a dlffielt time pro\/idlng fa their faillies They w€tre tndredly dfeded by CBW$ but as

diredly affeded by the nerv nwkd systern as Ie. N,bpar hdem
this is a wcr$ case scenaio d a1 unfcrtunate individual hHng ort df frcrn a pnariorsly

dependaHe sorrce d incrne This is the inherent risk in a captali$ system. When cne rdies

upcn the system fa a livelihod, cne is at its mercy. ff the syslon fdls ycu, ycl'l lce clrt l,ke a

hercin addid just o:t df frcrn yo:r fix Yor crash. A scddy like l\,taya Centre is prhally
integrated into the capitali$ sy$€rn It has miy rcrtly becore a payer in the intematicnal

garne d C{itdisn lt is tm emly to malyze the dfeds d this shift, One wqnen really did tdl
us cf her husband's recent lcs d his CBWS job due to BAS ortbacks (She was pa'tially pleased

because he c;m no,v rest cn fundays). ft is posiHe that their fanily is mqlnt€rin8 $milr
cirsrrstarces as thcse d the fictioral fanily d l!fr. Iuopat. Dependency upcn a job is nd an

uncortrncn sght in the States and in Belize Gty. Yet to be d?endent upol a wage jcb in a

@lture ,ust acdlmaflnS to captaltsrn, lt ls a drastlc fiatge. The goodness cr bdness d the

drarge rs srhiectivq, but the dlarge ibdf shculd be caefully obssled Many m:rrences d
wcrsl cas€ scenaiG world probatty rnake cre deern the shift as a bad thing Althotgh if the

nelv nratd sy$em su$ain€d itself ald pogressed, ore wculd Frobauy deen the shift a a good

thin& at leasl finandally speeking

b Torrisn related j*
Ecrtcurisrn has a pctertially gred sccpe cf influence lcr the sirnple r@scrr that tolrist

vdume keep6 cn increasin& md respecflvely so dG the amoJnt d interesl in tqtrist rdated

hrsnesses The seemin8ly inoessat drwer ct tcurists that go to s€e the Jaguar rcserve-

rernfcrces the bnrsiness"like ahnoryhere ln Maya Gntre wry kind d tcurist rdated iJr is
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rels/ant tn ftis discussicn. Ecctcurlsm makes an impcrtant ornediqt b€tween lvhya Catre

ard CBWS. It alsoplays a key rdein the village attitude to ,ads land use

Gdt producticn / sale is the leading ecotcuri$ trade cf the village Amding to
BEST.'s lGya Cmte Cnnmunity Survey cf 1993, N% of the fariltes flnarially benefit fron
the crdt buslness It world pohHy be ccrred to assume that dce to l()07, d the crdt inccrng

oning frcrn prsing by torrists, is generated Q the aaft shcp d the Maya Worcn's Grorp It

wculd be eryally valid to say that fte sesrd crdt strop was created with the a,vtr€ness cf the

kind d mcnry being genrated by the fir$ cne The crdt strcps ae Frominent oltlds fcr the

wcrnan to gd invdvd in ecctcurisrr If lnore frcrn crafts cormhtes 2070 to the tdal lncore
d a family, then the saft trade is hardly gcing to be discorraged Alsq nuking crafts €ntails fwv

cppcrtunities dg since the wcrnen have always dole it (to a srnaller degree) and they still

marage to corplde thdr hosdrdd duties Althorgh earning mcnry does Fornde necesdties, it
de have the pctential to dversdy €ffed attitudes to^rard farmlng In the pwlors o<anple d
tvt N4cpan's dtuaho1 why shorld lvt. N4cpan place nuc}t d an anphasis upcrl themilpa wh€n

he has nd cnly his jcb tut also his wifds craft sales to create incone whidr can proride enorgh

fcr werything thry need It is nct necessarily true that a fanily will disrega'd thdr farming lmd
bcause d jcb6, h'tt it dc pe the impcrtance d mtlpa in Jeeardy. Erne$o q1ce rcmrked
that why wanld a villago decidetowait fcr lcng-trm rouardg like oqs, whan he cr she can gd
.a<y mcney, qul&ly ty gcing into tcuri$ businesq like the craft strcp?

Aurcra Saqgi's guest holse is a new kind cf touri$ entsprise There is ddinitely a

markd fo horsinS tolrists as thry cone to vldt CBWS cr Maya Centre There ts no dher gueS

horse in the village o within the imnediate vicinity that corld conpare to the lcatior d lvtraya

Centrq being just 10 km dovn the res road hcrn CBWS ln light cf the oeatior d this guest

hcuse the lvlaya Wonan's Grorp world like to e*aUish cne BE.ST. is cffering the lUaya

Wonen's Grrup assi$arce tn cttalntng land fron Emesto Saqul, gettinS fundng fcr the butldlnS

d the gued hcuse and wntlng a prqcal fcr granb cr'lens B.EST also has a loan pnograt
that may be applicatie to the lvlaya Wcnren's Grcup. The gued hcuse Frged ruy b very

similar situaflcn to the craft shcp in the near future Again, it rneans mcre inong thus strangr
financial wdl being and "high€r $andild d ltving". On the dh6 hand, it ts a pctential threat to

land use

heserrtly, it is diffiorlt to nrake the ccnnecfior betwen la& d land use and Suidin&
Primanly because guiding is limited to fa,v pe$e , is dcne iffrequently ad lasts for

incol$stent, shcrt priods d time Y4 as the number d toJrists interetted in trekking inoease$

so might the numbs and intere$ d Suides If guiding de gror, so will the average inccrne d
the villagq ccnsd€ring Buiding pays wdl. Thus guiding may be anclher rdnfcrcinS fada cf the

neu/ markd qfstern Granted guiding das inhoduce the tcrrri$ to the porerful aesthetic
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Frcpsties cf the Cocksonb Basin. It also prcrnct6 "envircnmental educatior' cn m asy to
onprdrard, e<periential lsid. Altholgh despte whatwc Pluses, prdific guiding nuy be a

separating fadcr bdwegr the farmer and his milpa. As mentimed bdae, why wotld a man

qperd all d the day, mct cf the week cm the milp4 waiting nutths fcr resulb, when he car gd

mcre incone ort cf a three day trtp up to Vlctcrta's Peak?

The o#t shcps the gue$ hansg pctential guesthorse and guides all represent the main

ccnrpcnents cf the ecctcurid tusiness. Fir$, thse is m $eadily incresing internaticnal int€red

in the €nvircnnr€nt d CBWS Smt4 there is a steadily, incrGint intereS in pwiding
attractlcns fcr the tcrrrlsts cr1 the behalf d vtllagers Thtrd, and lastly, the mo$ fundanental

Frqcn€nts d the ecctolri$ hrsiness are right behind indu*riors villagers Su& pnonrdrs ane

BAS, BES.T and nwry cther qrvircnnrentali$s/ccns€rvaticniSs Edcurism hdpe Pres€rve

natural areas, educate pecple or the impo'tance d natural meas and pwides a living fo thce
invdved wlth the Lusiness. ln thls dtuaticn dcrrlsm hdp6 seolre the protected trea $atus d
CBWS teadres tctlri$s abolt the fragile ecqlstern d the Codsqrnb Basin and 8€lnerates mcney

fcr villagos who parbopate

No cne can deny the crudal role ecotorrism plays in this day atd a8s when natural reas

are Hn8 dedmated or a steadly tncreasng pace The fra$le ec6y$em d the subtrcPical, wd
fse$s d CBWS ne€d to be cded fcr in a respcnsiUe malner. Envrrolmmtalists say that

traditicnal Mayan milpa Fadiced cn slcpes in the Cdscrnb IJaSn, is unzu$ainaHe So BAS

and cther envircnrnental grrr,rp urge edcurisrn as an alt€rnative Lqtcally. fut ecctcirism's

pr6€nt day effed upcn Maya Centre is nd as idealistjc as the terd bods Prmlaim It is aPPaent

that edo.rrisrn pulls the vrllage away fiom its traditrcnal cmnectisl tothe land Ernesto gqui

rnce menticned Traditicnal lvhyan orlfure paces a strcng emphasis upcn nature and using

nature to zurvive Thus milpa is a cfinerstole in the fcundaticn cf Mayat culfure lt is ircnic

that Frrctecticn cf the envlrcnment may h gdng so far as to danaSe the klnd d bellds that

cffered fundangrtal in$ght into the presml r€naissancelike mvtrolmental m(remmt.

Edorrisrn also stnn$hars the grip d the sare capitalistic sy$em aornd the villaSe that was

so basically respcnsiUe fcr nnrclr crf the envirrrunortal degradatrcn cf the $&al hclfiere that

edsts today lt is nd that ecd(Inlsm a1d all d tE lmplicaticns ae negatlve, hlt ernphasis must

be place upo'r the rrnprrtance cf ftrm lard a1d baditicnal land usein Maya Centre

c Crrnrnercj al Agrio:lfure

Slnce sugarcane replaced tlmber as the mainstay L{ the cci<rti al eonory in the 1960s'

corrnercjal agnorlture has made up the lag*1 compcnent d the natiot's eccrlcrny. Today,

agliorlture accornts ta Bz$229.2 millior, o 50% d the GDP. Derrc8raphic hreakdcvrn d the

entities b$ind this podudior indicate that d the 9900 rural, latd ovning hotsdtdds, 7500 clrm
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plcns d land less ttren 50 acres, ard wculd thus be ccr$ldered small fanners Their ccrnuned

hddings accornt fcr 120 ttrtr acres, R% cf which is hdd by flo<iHe fcrms d t$ure Sutdstence

milpa farming ard banana plantatims are the majo agriorltural activitis in Tdedo while dkus

and sugarcanedcntnatein thecmhal and ncrttrem distrids, reryedtvdy. (King, Pratt 61-4)

The Stann Geek Dstrid lies in the c€ntral regicn cf Bdize and is dcnrinated by cjtrus

The two rnajcr citrus ccnrpanieq Bdize F@d hoducts ard Gtrus Conpany d Belize are laated

in Alta Vista, ard Pcrncn4 two Stann Geek villages alorg the Hummingbrd Highway. The

villag€rs d lvbya Centre gro,rr citrus cn their mflpa ard sdl their haruest to the praessus fa
cash. The structure d the Bdizean dtrus lndusty and the cunext tr€nds tn the lntematlolal

dt'us nwtd have signifi cat rrnpicatiors upcn the villagers' livdihood.

Th*8h spoal fade agrenentg Bdize s agrioltural e,xpo'ts enjtry prefcrantial ams to
Arnerican, Eurcpem ard Caibberr rnakds Anrerica's Ctrihm Badn Initiative (19&t) has

allcwed agriorltural epcrts to ents the U.S. duty free (norrnally 30% ) and in 1990, the progran

was e<tended indefinitdy, Eurqe's Lcrne C-otventicn prwided sxty Third Wrld natjcns with

limited ms fcr lcw ta'rff irnP,ots, hrt this a'ranSement is due fc revisiqr this yea. Within the

C.nibbe4 CARICOM grarb Bdize, the lange$ citrus podudng nretnb, a Suaattee that it will

nct luve to ccrnpde with ncn-rn€rnber natcns. These aSreem€flt$ while prorided Sudante€d

mark€ts md thus inccrne fcr Bdize, have also inzulated its agrioiltural sedor frcln efficjency-

ancorraging conpetiticr. t^a* d capital fa industrial infrastructurq cpportunities fcr

ecolcrnies of scale and rdativdy high laba wages have impared Bdizes effcrts to pnoduce

ocpcrts at ccrnpetltive Fnces Ffr instancq King esflmates that the two majcr dtrus prcSnS
pilts cperates at cnly 5990 d thejr pdential capaoty, These inefficiencies have Iimited

rep€ressians while Bdize has guranteed access to prderential makets, but the finalizaticn cf

the NAFTA agreernent pcrterds an era d inaeasinS free trade whidl threatens to end this

prderential access ( Bary 45-7)

The cjhus rndu$ry ls among these threatsred agporltural activities Ccrnpdthot,

especiatly frcm Brazil and Me<ico, in the gl&al citrus martd wcrld severely hurt Bdize s

ccrnparahve dvantaSe and sales pctortial. Thrcugholt the 1980s and early '90s ohus gro,ving

in Bdize inoeas€d eecnenttally in reacticn to prctedecl markd a8r€enents and triping 8l&l
cih'us pnces By 1990, mcre than 40, m0 aoes were dedicated to this lucrative ocp. Many srnall

farmrs jumped cn the bandwagm since the reJatively lo,v nraintsrance "lazy-man's crcp"

pcrnised a high rate cf rdum. Thry nuke up 7070 of the 4fl1 Bdizean citrus grouers. (1990)

Unfcrtunately, sine citrus pnces peaked at $12l hg in 19fl, pnces have fallen steadtly to iust

ors $4/ bag today. Falhng danund fcr aange olcmtrate in the US. and the Carihb€an

acccunts fcr much d this deprciatiotr and has 6ivsr Belizean 8rcu,€rs a taste d what increasing

tree trade may have m thdr livdihoods in the future The snrall cjtrus farmers are prtiellffly

/

t

I

I

I



31

susoqptlHe to markd hends because nct cnly do they have the rd opendaHe $terprises frcrn

the go/snment's and bank's Frcints d viet ,, tut they are also dryerdolt upon the Eig prmsing
ccmpanies fcr drenrical inpruts The rde cf lvlaya Ccntre farnss in the citrus indusqy is thus

vsy tatuo,rs (Barry 57-9)

Currotly, %% d Bdizes dtrus producltcn is opated as fr@en ,ule ccnsttrate The

two processlnS plats Fro/ide prrcsng fcr 40% d the expcrts md also acolnt fa mcre than

half d the acreage unden citrus anltivatior(King hatt 34-6) The lage lando,vn€rs dea latd fcr

cjtrus with hulldeerS hrt the frrners d Maya Centre do nct cwn mechaf zed equipn€nt ard

usually dem the land with rnadretes Tractcrs can be ccntraaed frcrn the two h8 ccrnpmies fo
$25/hor. Once the fa'mer pants the hees, thry take five yetrs to bea fruit and harveds ca1

wrtirrue fcr up to 4G50 yms Grly when a fanncr's grwe is prducing fruit 6r he apply fcn

mernbrship in the Gtrus Growers Assciatiol (CGA. 'lhe CGAmembershtp is dcrnnated by

vnall farners; 390dthe4T5mernbgro,versovnlessthantwentyacres The30 ldgesoiler$
induding the two prcsnS unpanies have diryropcrtioute ccntd o/err the indusfry as they

cdledivdy otltivate 22" 750 acres, a 79.5% d the tctal. Additioully, the lage gror,vrs dorninate

the maraSing ccrrnittee d the CGA the t*en "srull man's rcpresentativd' owning ccnsiderably

mcre land than the avaage snall $ann Creek grorer. ( Ba'ry 58; King Pratt 36)

The interests and grxls d the CGA do nd rdlect thcse d the l4aya Cenfe fanss, who

ae sr$eded to the agreenrents and systsns whidr sazerdy dfed their prcfit ma'gins. ln ader
to sdl their fruit to the FrocessnS Grnpanies, farnrers nnrst prcduce dtrus d a stain Sfade
ddermined by the ccrnpafes. h crder to adlieve these Sze, cdcr, etc requlrern€r1ts, ftrm€rs

rrrust use fertilizers ard peshcjdes. Thry pnhase fteir drernjcals fr<rn the pr@esstng ccnpmies
fcr $30/ bag d fertilizer ard $80l8allcn d pedrclde The dtrus trees require abet ane 1ttr lb
bag/acre two -thr€e times a yea and trre gallcn/acre d the pesticides. The CGA prorides

ptrnphlds to guide the famers dlendcal appllcatlcn, slnce ndsuse and oreruse is ccrnrncn (A

Pop perscnal intsvreui )

The acfually sellinS Fr(cs is also cmtrdled by the ccmpades When a farrnerr thinks his

huit is ready to be htrvesied, he nnrst send ten fruit sanpes tothe fadcry in Poncna paylnS for

the h-drsp(rt. One the ccrnpall$ appro/es the quality a1d rlp€ness of the sanrpleq the famer

prcks and bgs all the fruit. He then nrust crder a tradcr from the fadcry to cclne prcl up his

load, fcr whidr he pays $.25-$1.00/ bag A fau days lato he can take a hus into DanSri8a o/€r

twenty miles away, to pick up his pay deck, currcntly a little o/€r $4/b& (Pcp pssonal

intsvisil)
The ornent shucture cf the citnls indusq/ places the Maya Centre families in a very

ccrnFrorised pclticn. The are suqed to ccrnpany rates ftr thqr inputs and the same ccmpany's

Frices fcr their produds Russell Garci4 the Mni*er d Agriolturq recognizee the implicatiot
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cf this arrangemat fcr the srnall farmss and dscorrages cjtrus pantatiors d less than tw€nty

acres frcrn entring the fidd. 'Ihe small farmer can nct insulate thsnsdves against price trmds

and delnand fluctuatiors and sholld rely or nrcre self-sufficient crops, sudl as daily fcods atd
vegetaHes. Fcr additicnal inmng Garcia advises N4aya Cfitre farmes to gro,v organic cacao ftr
the groi/ing Eurcpean natural dl@late markd. He reascns that the fanners would nc have to
purchase e<pensve chernical inFits and that the plants start produdng mature $ans with flo,rrer

in a year and a half and can ccrrtlnue fcr mcre than fcr! years A cm cocperative based in

Tdedo canld handle the marketing arrmgenults ard the Fryv€rs wotld nd be sutied to as

mudl internatlcnally c(,npetttiorl in this silnall ntdle (Gada persmal interylelv)

Sne Hrshry doert the dors to its rnorrytcinS cacao ccnpany in the ealy pat d this

decadg cacao must be o<pcrted fcr pnming In ccnversatiqrs with cther cm fa'mss, the

industry des nct se€rn to hdd so nmdr prcrnise The oot d o<pcrhng raA, matsials fcr

Frcesdng is nct ct dfedive Intfiiattcrral prtces arc pr€seltly tm lci,rr to sr'sr warrant

hm/esting. Grated, this rs the case fcr ttle ncn oganic makd, tut the sarc fanrers ae
*epti"al cf the viahility cf gro,rring cacao with no pesticides given the siSnificant insed pctlerrs
and mdd-inducing wet dimate whidr afta*s the plants The fanners d l/aya Centre are

arrrently groiling limited numbers cf cacao plants fcr hcme use and r+crted that thry were nd
vry successful. (Pq and &llertot po'sotal interyier,^/s)

Gvgr the disccuraging ftrffid fcr the crnmscial agnculture pdential fo" the lvlaya

(hrtre fanss, it seems like it wculd be prudent to colcenhate In:ne q1 subistmce trqr
Farmss sesn to be aue to produce anorgh ccrn and bems fcr hot1e usg thotlSh vegetaHes atd

rice still have to be purdrased. Thete is no real nurkd fa beans and ccrn in DangrlS4 tut the

farm€rs sor€hcrv rnanaSe to sdl their odra haves[ An extended drarnage system in the

Farmland and better nurketing arrangements ccnld pr&Hy impro/e the pndudtvity cf this

vqlture and help to make the farmss mcre sdf-suffident in ve{idables and rlce In geno"al,

corrmeroal farming is nct a reliaHe sanrce cf future incone fcr Maya Cenhe

3. CULTURAL REACTIONS TO CBIVS, CHANGING ECONOMIC BASE AND MARKEI

ECONOI'lff

The manns in whidr a saiety respcnds to a stimulus is rardy uni-dimsrsicnal. Uzually,

the scidy will respcnd in a numbs cf wayq rcs different lwds cf fundammtal structures cf

the ccmrnunity. The structure d a sci€ty is cunpced d orlfurq pdittcs, eccncnic$ nafural

rcscurces , dc Thus a smiety will odritit cultural reactiotq pditical readlcns ecolcmc

readions and natural resolrce reactiolls in respcns€ to a stimulahnS fadcr. Fron the int€ractiol

d Maya C€ntre s traditimal N4ayan culfure and CBWS' qrsenvaticrr the markd systern arises as

a pdelt, disnrptive stimulus
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Gilture is the mod bsic and influmtial part d Maya Centre Gllture has the ahlity to

affed polihcs, eccrrcrrxs and natural rescuros, Orlture is the undslying fadcr d all aspeds d
life in Itrlaya Cfitre Culture fcrnrs belids, haditicns and genral attitudes cf the villagers Sq

whqr tlre l{cpan }Uaym culture d lr4aya Centre wm affedd ry the new milkd sy$fii, etiery

6ped and dlaradertsttc d the vlllage w6 duly affeded. There hare Er are three Fn'frnln€nt
readicns within village orlture Village attifudes d ovirortrnqtal awarsress have besr

influenced. There has been influerce upol and by rdigicn, whidr plap a fundamental rde in the

estaHishment d connrunity values The inhodudior of mcnry as a hsic necessity is a recently

acquired ccncept. Fcr instancq scrne vtllagrs are betng affected b/ the llfEtyl es cf tourisb.

a Atitudes to,rrards the envircnrn€nt

Traditicnally, the N/aya have a shong sense cf fivircnm€fltal awareness. The ancjent

Ir4aya lorg dnce e$ablished $stdnaue means d survlval. Su$dnaue survlval cc]ldsled d
scund agncultural mdhodg resporsiHe use cf natural rescurces and wildlife fid a rdigicn that

cffered suppative bdiefs fcr thdr adicns

The Mayan fa'nrer always favcred the slcpes to the plains. $cpes dfered the ouoal

drainage needed in the scils d the subtrofical ald fcpical fcreds The average land tilled by

the Maya was, ard still i9 made up of impermeaHe dayistr sol. With the high avsaSe rain fall,

lcrrrland pains Bct waterlq]8ed ea-{ly, especially with no type d natural drainage systan The

hills were favcred because slopes provided natural drainaSq whidr allcrrued thefi to gro,v $aples

llke ccrn and beans. Flrst, a cnetwo acre pd d lald was deaed d bush and bumed Then the

planting ccrnrnenced. Scil scim was kept to a minifirum by the inter-pantlng d fruit bering
trr€s like pantain. The rod lyst€rns d the tre€s hdd to6ether the xil. Cbrn was plarted aTlcn8

the plattain hets. After hm/esting the ccrn, bems woe plarted to rmorislr the scil with the

valuaHe nutrients lcd frcrn gro^dng the ccrn. When the bems were h ve$ed, a ssccnd cre d
crrn was bryun. While at the sane timq, another pld d land was kEng deaned. When the

seord ccp d <rn was hrve$ed, the plantain tr€es were cut drrpn and the plci left fallcpv fs
threefive yea's. Then the ryde ccrrrn€nced aSain in the secrnd pld. Five plcts, onetwo acnes

eactr, wculd last a mar ard his fadly a llfetine At the height cf lMayat dvilizatiol, thefe were

cne millicn plus pecple fa'ming mct cf the land in Bdize, s'us1aflably. tE, Saqui prsotal
intsviev/)

Sinalarly, natural resorc€s and wildlife were used in a $$dnaUe malner. Ihe fcrests

was depended upcn for all d the neessltles ffr survlval. The bush provided shelte, ddhing
tols medicine; and gane Trees like mahogany, ne{rr61a md salta mtrla prwided the lumb
needed to make the walls tf thdr hcrnes Calhun and bay palns prorided thatcl fcr rods. The

$rurg fibers cf gppy 8ap4 may ha\,e been used fo thred in dcthing Large bred leaves and
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bambo werc used as tods in varios ways. Apethcra cf medicinal pants, like jackass htters

and quining malntained the health d villages Gamg such as gitnut, peccary ad quash, was

availaHe fcr huntin& The impo'tance d these typ€s d natural resorrces gave the ftre$s a

reqp€ded status as the pro/idq cf lifenecessities Consi$ently with rdigiors belids, the natural

resorrces and agriculture lands were givex high r%ard

h Religicn

ln traditicnal Maya rdigicn, there were va'icus gods in the universe The gds
repsented all d the natural srro;ndngs cn Eath. There was a god d the sky, d the nm, d
the fcrests, etc Gods atd +rrits maffe$ed all ptrts d the nafural €nvlrotment d the Maya
When the farrner wanted to create a milp4 he had fir$ to qd dorn xrne fcrest Bdoe taking

dcwn a secticn d the wocdq he wculd have to make a 'pffn€s4' an dfering to ttre god d the

faest. If the cffering was nd made, the god may qrse the man and his fanily wtth illness As

the orn was being plalted, the fanners had to make dfrings fo a brntiful yidd The

fruitfulness cf the harved wculd be in pspady if the god cf agriculture was nd aFpesed ThuS

fanners respect'ully manife$ed thdr belids in the methods they used to wcrk their the land they.

Cile was taken nd to wa$ethepedils gifts of nature.

The hee was sacred to the lraya Trees were ccnddered to be no less impo.talt thtrl
clher humrs. The sap that flored thrcugh their vascule +/$erns was vialed similarly tothe
Hcnd that rm throrgh the humm veins Trees and humans wre ju$ different kinds d preciors
crganisrns that held eq:al wcrth. When hee was to be o:t fo timk u fcr the dering fcr milp4
ote needed to ask permissicn Tiees qrt in reckless akrdor marked the disresped d humans fcr
the tree gcd and the respcnsiHe humans th€n faced the ccnseqJercei

fuiimals had Wirits repres€nting than called "ouners' When an alimal was to be killed,

it had to be 8ivgl prcper adno,vledgrnort. A wad killed to feed a failly was thanked fo its
flesh. The oarnss d the animals were appeased in this gratitude II animals were killed
unnecessaily, orners krE disrnayed and vgrted thdr rrger cn the hunters Thuq resped

was dfered fcr all d the fcred aninuls, regardless cf thdr pradical wrth.
Traditional Mayat rdigior was hdistic What actions humans take tq,vads the land,

trees cr animals was reciprocated in scrne fcrnr The ancient lv'laya woe deeply instilled with
resped to/vards nature Naturq throrgh the nranifedatims d sup€matural antitieg was all

prwiding. The natural mvircrlm€nt arcund them had inhsmt wcrth. This wcrth existed in
nature rqardless d hov useful lt was fo human needs EV*y mnponmt d the fcrest had sore
sprntual fcre that lived throrgh it. That supa-natural exhty, the o,vner, was thsein the jaguar,

whdher cr a nct a perscn knew a jaguar eldSed in actuality. Any laguar that crcsed their path
was been sprritually endoped. So, individuals were very respectful d any jaguar thry
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encorntered. It ls apar€nt that nuny Hiefs d the olrrcnt enviroirmental mo/ement stem frqn
blids d cultures like fte Maya Fcr scnre d the villages d I'/aya Cortre it is easy to make the

cqlnecticn frcrn their baditioul bdids to the ccns€rvaticn dfcrts d CBWS Fcr others this

attitude hm deterirated. The chanSe d trditicnal €nvironmental vieu,s is partially due to the

pesance cf Glrisflanlty. (E. and A Saqti persolal intenriews)

Since the beginning d lvtaya Cettre Ofistian rdigicns have been a part d village life
There are two Grrisfian rdigicrrs Cathdicism ard B"Ft sr. Each drurdr has 50% d the village

as members Althorgh the Cathdic faith is nct dcrninant in the villagq, the sdrd is Cathdic

The BaFt$s ccnsld€r" Cathciicisx to b a scrncvvhat la( falth that requires ltttle tnvolvem$t.

Thus Cathdicisrn is nd a v€ry intruive force in traditicnal day-today life Or the cther hand,

Baptisn dqrunds its adtrerents to fdlo,rr tends whidr rgeds many haditicnal l\4ayan practices

Thre is anly ane drurch leader in the village and he is Baptist The @i$ faith rquires rnudt

attentlcn and adhsence Thodcnq BaFism pays a large rde ln the attttudes d v'tllag€rs

B$isn is very differ€nt fror haditrcnal lvtayan rdigtol and it has darged scrne village vrors

cf nature

An intervi€r, with the Bapt!$ mini$e d Maya Centrq lvlaga'ito Bdm, F/ealed sc]ne cf

the fundan€ntal vier,rvs d the Bapt$ fdth. We asked I!ff. Bdcn abolt the Baptist vedor d the

drtracter d nature (humans md human difads e(duded). In respoue lvf. Bolcn referred bck
to the Od Te$anent, the Gaclen c{ Eden. He described hclv Adan w6 thru$ ilt d the (hden

because cf his sin. The Grden rctresmted nafurq, so Adiln was to live apa't frcrn nature md to

fea'it frcrn then ar. lt was then Adan's task to tane naturq cmm tt and harness its enerSy, the

natural resarrces Evrdatly, this vielv rI' the human's rdaticnship with nature is qlte diff€rent

frcrn that cf the haditiolal Maym religicn's man living ortside the circle as dcminatcr ver$s

N/an liMng within the drde as m inte8ral partiopat
Acccrdng to IW. Bdcn th€re ls no rels/mt plae fcr fadlficnal Mayan mythdogy and

religlorsbdidsintheBaSr$raith. Hesadthathedesndctreifthepecpledhiscoryregatrol
Isn abcut the myths, because they nc*v knc*rr that the traditicnal myths and belids dond helP

thsn If it is true that the Bafists cf lr4aya Centre, cm$,tuting half the villaSe PcPulatian, dond
see any siSnlflcace in the ways d the traditicnal Maya then lt wculd s€em appdent that rnudt

d the village is mc,vinS away ffim the proriorly €n8rained ncti$s d the r€sped fo nature

Hcw can a naturefffiing fa'rner be asked to @rsid€r the intrinsic wtrth d the calhun palm that

rru$ be deared away to rnak e der space f cr the p arting d crrn?

Christianity, espeoally @isn seenB to be moring villagers away from their

ccnnecticns to the land. Althcrrgh it d(}s nd dissuading villagers fror fanning Grristtarity is

septratinS villagers fr<rn there traditicnal o.rlfural value fcr the lard. h dong sq Clri$ianity is

makinS it easier cf vrllaS€rs to rnor'e away frrm su$ainaue mlpa farming becau se little
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significance is norr placed upcn the woth cf the land lvtr Bdor shessed the freewill that

humans have This freewill allo/vs villagss to make ccnfidsrt decisicns fcr thernselve$ Nd
otly does this idea c* freewill make it easis fcr villagers to si\,rritdr faiths, hrlt nukes the

kansiticn into the nov markd systsn smocth€r. Fcr instalrcq if a Bapi$ dlGes to pay less

attsrticn to his farm and mcre to guidtn& then that ts perfectly aaeptaue and no guilt shculd be

fdt.

Tcurisrn is flcr:rishing in Maya Certre In a Christiaf zing villaSe the incfustry is s:re to

orpad, with less crphasis placed cn the necessity d land fo dired srbslence h a traditicnal

Mayan village where the anphads placed upor the lrnpatmce cf land fcr subsi$€nce is

maintained, the torri$ industry world nd repace clbd$qlce farning cr destrsy the integnty d
the nafural envircmm€nt. ln the case d lr4aya Cenhe there seer:rs to be a mixture cf the two

Mcre pecple ae getting invdved with the taurist tradg while feurer tre ccntinuing with

substence agriorlture lrvlth the nelv rnarket q/slern ftrrnly estaHtshed, indviduals tre rcalizlng

the monday wath d the natural envircnment. The relizatim d the mcnda'y wcrth d the

fcre$, frcrn tcurism is a ner / qrtc?t. 'lhene ae a fers pcssiUe culfural readicns

Otce derrcnt Bapti$ villagers see the impcrtance d preserued foesb d CBWS as a prcfit

Ben€rat,n8 cppatunity, they rnay alter their artagtrdsflc views to,vads nature instilled by their

fath. Acccrdng to I\,t. Bdcn a nature fea'ing @ist may gan resped the value of naturg

horywer it wrll b rcsped ftr the padical wcrth cf the trees ald wildlife to humans, nd their

inhersltlint'in$c wcrth unto thenrselves. On the cth€r hatd, the devort Baphst may rrmSnize

the innate wcrth d the faesl as the undrllng fada whidt is drawing ecctcurist business

Perhaps, this assdatio will bnng Bapti$s back to a fransilsk $milr to that d haditioral
Mayan religicn

Traditicnal villagos who decJde to angage in thetorri$ tusiness may begin torealize that

th€re is a poilerful mcnetay value to CBWS Ihry rnay see this value as mcre siSniflcat thtrr

traditiotal values They may begin to think that the tcurist fade is mffe satisllng than merely

stb$ing frcrn the milpa They rnay dedde to go fully into the tori$ hadg leaving the milpa
f they still held the traditimal bdids, thry may drme to do bdh torrisrn and milpa Thet

aSain if they were disgusted with the new mtrkd syslern , thry may conpletely rejecl the tortst
industry.

Ecdcr:rjsrn may Frcve to be a druHe edged Hade Eithen slicjng a nidre in the indusfry

o sliclng a nictre in the haditicnal ways. Adually, the swcrd d ecr:torrism is thrusting itself into

Maya Catre, dfa'ing a taste cf bdh sides d the sled. Ho,v tcurism #feds o.rlturc is very

irnpotant. Grlture is the undollng fcrce b*ind all aspeds d the village. If the ns,v rnakd

ry$fii oltivates wrdesped int€resi in the torrid industry, then traditioral vrews d usin6 land

nuy falte. Thus torrisrn may aruse villaSers nct to cae abort subsistence land This wotld
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have ss/€re political aral ecolorical rep€romsicns. Mayb villagos will allo,v big citrus cuvners

to gd hdd d iv1aya Famland l.ayctt. Or the village may give up their dfcrts in trying to dain
betten farm land fran the 8o/snnurt. Thus the village will be ccmplddy, totally dependent

upcn makd caprtalisn as a means d survival.

orl the cther tund, ecdolrism may educate the vlllaSers abcut conssvaticn. For many

cf the villagers who have fcrgctten haditicnal, eodogrcally scund attitudeq ecotanrism may re
induce them to the significance d the ccnserrvatiol tactics ci CBWS Thce who recqlnize the

signiticance d the inccrne gs1eratinS ryality d CBWI may leam to appeciate modem

srvirtrlmental awareness Thuq the nsr/ martd systern nuy hdp CBWS tn lts consert/atlollst

and mvlrolmental educatior missiols. Presartly, the village is scrneu,here in the middle with

the natr market systor / ecctcurisrn cn cne side and traditioul ways on the cther. Exlr side

ls/ies ib o!r'n influerces upor orlture and ultimatdy land use

c The Desire Fcr Manry
(he certain effed d ecdorrisrn's uprl lr4aya Centre is the iniedicn d morey. Ic the

first time in the shcrt hi$cry d the villaSe ,nerxbers d the curununity cat easily aquire cash.

Bdcre the torri$ hrsness was everl a rernde ldea, ffirtng ffidlles were gen€ratlng small

rnccrlei frcrn the sale d e<cess subsistence crcps and cjtrus \^fith the €Dd$ex@ d CBWS, the

tcrri$ trade has evdved. Tcuri$ husiness cffer access to quick inc{rnq;. This ne*t kind r{
inccrne in corpncticn with village infra$ructure devdcpmots has created ar atmophere fcr the

enjqfm€nt d scme cf recreatioral activltles that ffrrdltes ln the Sates take rcr Sralted
Eednoty rs scrnething we Ju$ assurne as a 8iven. That is what we assurrE as binS a

$andard in the Sates cr in llelnrcpan, but orly recently did this po,ver o.rne into hdnS in N4aya

Certre Wth the advent of dedricjty in July cf 1994, s/ery htmein Maya Centre wa aUetobe
dedrified, prorided the fafilies purclased the requlred wlrln& (There have been cther

irrpotant, rec€nt infrastructurE ds/elrynents, like the water ryslern and rods, hrt thry ae nd
as pervasive 6 the presernce of elecfricjty in this disorssicn abcut the cultural dfds d the new

markd sy$ern and CBWS.) This infrastructure ds/elcprnent is necessary to $lppcrt modem,

tecind@cal hcrne f adlitles

No,v the average family ln Maya Centre can have many d the thinSs that nukes fcr a

techndo8ically devel@ horsefrdd. Agarn, ld us retum to the pro/icus case cf the ima8inary

Nacpan family fcr the segud- 'I.lopnr Faily II, llHs Tlr Rqd' Bdcre lvf. lvkpan lmt

his jcb his family was in the lap cf luxury. They benefited frcrn incone prduced frqn the

CBWS lcb crafts and the farm/ citrus. They were a well-todo family in Maya C€ntre Kno /ing

that el€ctricjty was iu* arcund the ccrner, Nf. N4opan had the hcus€ installed with all d the

necessary wiring and with a fary ortlds acnnd the horse Whor dedrioty carne in Iuly, lvf.
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Mcpan purdrased a TV, VCR and a refrlgerator. His family adcpt these luxurles with ease In

faq thry td a Iiking to these nov features

Grildren in the fanily wculd watdr TV a a rv.rde wh€n tirne p€rmitted, usually in the

wening after srppr. Ittrs. Mopm wqrld watdr the mt€rtainmsrt systern intrmittently
thrg.lgho'rt the day, in bdween hqlsehdd drcres and making odts IW N&par gd used to
relaxing in frcnt d the T.V. fs abcut an hcur cr so dter refurning frrrn wcrk.

The rdrigerata peaHy created a rncre siSnificmt dtange lt was at irnPcrtatt assd.

The freezer cJ the unit allorred thern to make ice ard to stae meat borght frcrn the rnakd fs
lcng periods d tirne V%etaHe picked frcrn the garden r ndlp4 o ptrdtased frcrn the makd,
cold la$ days insde d the oiryer drawers. Any food leftorer fiqn any d the meals otld be

paced in the refrigeatcr fa eatinS at a Iater tirne

The }vlcpm fanily wa engaginS in sone d the tlpical adivitres that a modern Americal

de The Mcpans also had scme d the cther thlngs fadly podudnS m averaSe lnccrne in the

States has ErpoEivq nm-h"ditianal foodg like ercctic vegetaHes, were brght ard put in the

refrigeratcr fcr freslmess. I\,f. IUWtrr ard his wife srpplied the clildren with nice dc*hes

Barght them a fsry ncn-haditicnal belorgrngS like sneakers, baseball cap md t-shirts. If one

p€rscn in the faltly was fard d sone bdcnging a pas$ng by touri$ had, he a she may be abie

to glrdrase it Wth morey, almGt arything was thdrs fcr the asking

The tedmdogically dwd@ Mcpan fanily is r€Fresentative d srrne reallife fffirilies in

Maya Centre Eme$o said that as inccrnes have grcwn frrn crdts and ofus, ". . . no,rr

werybody wants thdr TV.s ald VCRs. . ' Pcs€ssicns like TVs ad refrigeratcrs do nd
necessailv adversdy #fed baditioml life$yles fut te&ndo8y dre enccurage fanilies to
lavcr and depend upor the rystern that pnwides moley to purdrase it. Techndogrcal

possesScns wr nd be easily otianed frcm subistence farm'ing tcuri$ related job ca,

potentjal prwide sudr pcses$c,ls The diff€rences bdween milpa wcrt ald torrist wort may

lead pecple d the vrllage to miSrate tortrds tcuri$ joh6 a1d bu$nsser This fad, canld place

the a't d farrning and need fcr milpa lard in dir€ sbaits Why wculd somecne who desir€s the

lifestyle d the average midde dms Belizem gong to rely cn fanning as the majo scurce cf

inccrnd

The conhnaticn d mcnry and torrism cculd make a tcurist hap out d Maya Cahe in
the nct-s+di*ant future A qri* glance at a place like San Pedro will rszeal a ccrnmunity either

dorcid cf haditicnal orlture If lrdaya Centre was to go do,vn that path land use wculd hadly be

an issue Thge world be no need fcr subistexce land where fel,v peryle adhere to traditlcnal

wavs. The nqr makd syst€rn creates ecotourist busineisei Ecdqrist busineisq; seate mcney.

Mcrry allo,vs individuals to h'ry thinSs lhe Fssessiors can perzuade the individual to favs
the new trlnoo,rlture cu€r the traditimal orlturc The drange d culture rneans alteraticn or
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atEence cf tracuttcnat Fradtces olle such pctmtlally thr€tened hdttcrlal Facttce ls land usq,

including milp4 hunting ard s1$ainaue use d natural rescurces This is nd meant to be a

fatali$ p€rspedive hvdvernent in the ner,rr nrakd ry$em de nd necessally mear a tctal l(xs

d traditicnal orlture, althcugh, hends in Maya Cortre pont in this directicn.

The acticns md decjshs which ae cunently bdng mde in th,s issue tre Just the

begnning What is dcne and abcut the orltural ir@icatians upcn land use d Maya

CentrCs/ CBWS ner,rr mrkd sy$a4 will have a prdornd inpad upal the future gareraticns cf

I/aya Centre Thce pa'tes invdved rigtrt nor tre e$aHishing the cmtod in whidr future

villagos will live What hapens now wlll have a gfeat lrnpad up(n the attitudes ard lifeslyles

d tuture gencaticns Th€rdcrq, it is irnpotafi to aulyze the ladcns that will influsrce the slate

d the future gaeraticns

3 THREATSTOCBWS

The issues pres$ted lry the rdatiorship betweo lr4aya Cmtre and CBWS threator nd
oiy the villagds wdl being, as we have disorsed aborg hrt also the security d the Sanctuary

CBWS is nd an island nethc phy$cally no pditically, and is very much dfeded by the

activities cf the surrcundng villages and the Bdizem sciefy. The @nflicfing land use interEsts

create situaticns whidl pce hreats to the health d CBWS, as an ecogystem and as a pditically

srtity

A Wd 77Ms

1. Gtrus GoA,€rs

The rising otrus Fnces in the '80s increased the acreage und€r orltivatim b/ 1400

aoes, cnly 40 d whtd was prevtosly deerned slrltaue fcr pmtaucns The o(parsan lnto hllly

lands and day sols poe great envrrcnmental threats indudinS scril erqrcrl, dainage proHors
ard dremical urtanrinaticn.( Bary 133)

ln effcnts to squeeze eve.y last crarge cr Srap€fruit crtt cf their land, gro,verg have

dea'ed land and planted trees right up to rlverbeds " LcnS tfin erdcn atfrbutable to cjtrus

estdes is likely to be mse laalized, where fcrests have been dea'ed do,vn to river-htks, or

during pa'iods d flooding The plertial eftxive inrpad d the latten has been inoesed by the

padice cI hulldczing hees into drainage drannels " (King, Pratt 91) There have nct ber error gh

srudies dcne cn the impacts cf scrl ercic,n to detemline the full tmplicaticns cr sfearn ecdogy,

but vlsHe effeds are eMdent. h additror to the far reaclinS ecdqltcal dfeds d the plantaticnf

Sgnificant flcra ancl fauna habtat is lct, speofically alorg alluvial floodpains The fatlure cf

planters to leave a tuffs zcne alcng rivers partielarly threat$s the favcred hahtat d the
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2. Speorlators/ De'velcpers

Land surrqrnding CBWS has becore a hct conrnodity arcng speorlatms ln
alticjpatio d nq,v torrisl €nterpriss raiSng the value cf their hddings the speorlatcrs cling to

thdr lmd waiting fcr dwdcpers to sttrt biddin& Ivffi d the land ffrrently rfiEins in relatively

pnstine ccnditio ald actually prwides good buffering fr:r the Sanctua'y. But future

ds/dcpmslt pces rnany threds to the halth d the regioul ecy$cn ln additicn to the

habitat ld diredly throrgh the deainS ad Luilding cn lan{ increased tcuri$ ent€+r,s6 will
put mqe pressure cn the thinly poplated aea Terist enterprises wculd attract mcre tolrists
who world hnng ar-pdlutng vehicJeg increased needs fcr @nsumer gods ard infrastructure

to deliver thern, moe fed to €rode hail$ addittcnal wa$e needing diryrxal, etc The

do/dcprn€nt d a moe sigpifiqrt tilrism industry is really ins/itaue Ir1 fad, it is encouraged.

lnccrne is needed to ens!rc CBWS' seor,ty as a self-suffldefit eflflty md a prqnder d natimal

eccnornc d6/dcpment. Unfcrtunately, the speelattrs/ develqem tre nd fcrd to adh€re to
any lqal respcnsitility d tuilding ecciogrcally sensitive eeantrpises, tho:gh it world

crtainly sesn to be in their lcnS t€rm interest to do so The BdS can encorrage neighbcrs to be

sensitive d the fragle ecosyst€rns wlth whici they ae deallng hlt effcrts thus ftr have nd be€rl

successful.

3 Villagers

Despite the presence d legal bornda'les that sepaate CBWS fron the ortside, scme

villages ch(se to crcs the lines into the prdeded tre6 that lie withln. The indivrduals who

enEaSe in adivities cortray to the rules rt' CBWS ae geioally tryin8 to practice past, traditicnal

ways. Tlvo zuci illegal activities may and/cr domrr: milpa and hunting

mdangered Hack Ho,vler lvlcnkeys and Baird's Tapr. CBWS is surrolnded by maly dtrus

plantahors and the denng Fractices are e/id€nt. Increased flmding is 6/ident as ore drives

ora the bridges alcng the scuthe'n highway, spanning waterr,vays drcked with bulldcsed trees

Effcrts to linxt fruit ld to p€sts thrcatmed the pcpulaticn d saneral tird specieO including

parrds and woodpe*rs (Kln& Pratt 91) Grcrwers wre asking fcr the suppcrt d the GOB to

begrn dforts, sudl as shoding cr posoring to paofy the yellov tails, whidr were damaging

citrus crcps 'Ihe BAS $epped in and Frct61ed, agredng to resear$ deterrene altematives

Fertilizers and pe$icides ae cften applied irrespor$Hy. Using ba*pacf and aerial

sprayers, dsnicals arc disssninated bryord the bcundaries cf the pantaticns &cessive a1d

m6sy applicahs pce threts to nearby, plang animals and hunrans alike Ccntaminatior d
rivers affeds all three CBWS seeks to Frcted the ecosystem within its bcrderC tut the danuge

inorrred by nerby planhticns is brymd the managers' corhd.
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fu menticned tn the 'Bdgrcr,rnct' sectlcn, lndlviduals Fes€mtly resldlng tn Maya

Catrq lived rn Quam Bank. Qram Bank, ncu the lmation cf CBWS hed-quafters hdds sffie
cf the nrd arable scil in tlre Cocksconb Basin. This and scnre dher scil cf CBWS are fertile atd
poncte healthy milpas Acccrding to the cperaticnal plar d CBWS, "There are pcsiHe'milpas'
leated wlthln the CBWS near its scrrth eastsn access pdnt..." (14) The qerafloral plan states

that aconate rnfarndicn ct ill%a! milpa farning is diffiorlt to dain, because borndarie are

nd dernacated N4aybe that is why 'illegal" fitrlpas €rdst'in the first place lt is apparart that no

illegal milpas are bdng caried ot by villagers d Maya Centre.

The cPeratiotal pm pcints ort that, "There is 8roffln8 evidence that tndicates that

hunters travding up the Sttee Rver dtsr penetrate the CBWSin semdr d gane ard fish...At the

CBWS scuthrn access pcint, Red Bark, hunting is also alnrd c€rtain to be mrrin&' (14)

Hunting and fishing traditicnally prouide corrncn ccrrs€s in daily rneals Thse is no evidence

that villagers d }vlaya C-atre prrsrehuntlng cn CBWS gru.rnds

Aacrdng to Erneslo Saqur the gryular o(olse fcr illegal hunting is the fad that the

hunters do nd realize th€y ae cn CBWS t€rritcry. Donacating bundaies have been

established alarg the bcrdrs sepanating CBWS and sare villages, induding N4aya C€ntre

Emesto menticned that is crudal to teadr the hunters abot the bcunddes, It is vital that the

huntens understand the purpce of the demtrcating borndaries, whidr ircnically ressnble

ryacicr,ls hunting hails

4. GOB

The GOB conhds the Gcxvn lands cn CBWS bcrders The oitena they use tn

allcating and zcninS this land will have critical impads cn the natural €nvircnment d the

rqlicn. Presently, the Ministry d Natural Resanrces is designing a hecjal Dg/dcpm€nt Area

pan fa the land sorth d CBWS and Maya Cottrq but s/otually, scme ktnd of zcnlng plan wtll

be implarented in the lvlaya Cmhe reglor, as wdl. The GOB recdves a ld of pressure frcrn
inclividuals and conpanies to cp€n the (-rcM,n land fcr citrus plaltaticnc milpas and hunting

Large scale dwdcprnent agrioiltural cr ctherwisg wcnld have effeds well into the Sanduary

land, as dscribed abve

B Pditid lWs

1. GOB Resgnding to Dwdcpnmt hessure

The efcrb a the GOB to intqfate ccnssvaticn with ecolcmic ds/elcprnent are

dtallatged when the needs fcr cne do no pncrncte the cths. hessure fcr inccrne frcrn scurces

cthq thm ecctornsm usually Fesent drallerges to ccnservahot. An example d this ccnflid
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colrred iust a fs,v mcnths aBo whal the Mnister d Wcrks, was rurncred to have prcpced ut
id@ to dereserve half cf CBWS rn resporlse to pleas fcr land frcnr vrllages and cjtrus gro,vss

Current legislaticn allo,vs easy shifts in land dassificaticns (this will be discused further belo/u)

so this prcssure frcrn citizms pc6es danEerors threab. The GOB is eagerly tryint to seolre its

eccnqdc tndependence and estaHtsh a staue nidre In the lnternatlolal pdttlcal ecorony. Huge

trads cf land locked up in nature ressves is cften nd cn the tcp d the pncritie agenda torvards

this 8oal. Thus, irotically, ore d CBWS' md pctelt thrcab Gnes frcm its creattr and $s/vard

3. Inad€quate Legtslatlol

The present state cf CBWS is under the constart threat frcm scrne statutB in legislature

Speifically frcrn sedicn 3, subse<ticn (2) cf part II d the Naticnal Parks Sy$an Ad, The

pasages d this subsecticn describe two polvers cf the Mni$er d Natural Rescurces These two

allovanceg pose a subtantial threat to the purpce and Edsterce cf CBWS

Acccrdng to Sedicn 3, (2) part (a) the Mnis16 may cpt to $an8e the prdices d CBWT

(2) The Mnider nuy by crda puUished in fr'e Gedtederlare that frcrn a Wecjfied date -

(a) the limits cf any nahcnal park, nature reservq, wildlife

sanctuary G natural molummt shall be altered cr varied, . .

Sore cf the 'limrts" d CBWS are slated in sedicn 6, whid prdritit in any prcteded natural area

any psscn to
(a) permanefltly cr tefip(rtrily reside in cr hrild any structure cl

whatever nature whether as a shdter cr dhenvisq
(b) damage deshcy cr rsno/e fror its pace therqn any ryecies cf flcra
(d hunt any ry€cies cf wildlife
(d) nemwe any ut tiqrty, cave ftrmatttrr, oval rr ciher qed <, otltural rr natural

valuq
(d quarry, di8 cr cmstrud rcds cr hails
(0 ddace cr destrcly any natural o cultural feafures cr any signs and

facilities prorided ftr Futiic use md enicylreflq

(g) inhoduce crganic cr chfilical pdlutants into any watEr,

(h) dan land fcr orlhvahm,
(i) graze donestic livestock;

(j) carrry firearne qpears, traFE cr cther rneans fcr hunting cr fishin&
(k) lnhoduce erctic qpedes cf flcra and faun4

fl) catdr fish by any means whatsera;
(m) do any cther ad whidr may be prdibted by any ordc made b.v the

Minister hcrn hme to hme
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Mnists ffcln time to time

Thuq the Mni$er can at will allo\iv odractrcn d my plalt that is d cultural value to the people

c{ IUaya Cenhg src}t as med'icinal pants The Mni$er can allo.s a private land o,vner to
crltivate vast trads cf fetile CBWS land fcr dtrus. Alsq he may allcw the citrus 8ro,v€r to dump

petrodsnical ferttlizers and pestiddes into the Sltee Bandt whldr runs thrul8h CBWS The

Mnister can also allou villagers of Maya Centre to graze cattle (x sheep in CBWS rr to hunt and

fish speoes d wildlifg valuaHe fcr sr.rbeistence cr fcr finandal incrrne Any allowmce d
ddcrestatiot, rnems pcsiHe disrupho d jagur hahtat. Any allowarce d hunting cculd seal

the fate d the recently reintroducecl howler mcnkrys

Althorgh the "linat$ d CBWS ae nd thorght d as a threat in the futurq sone wrldlife

sanctua'ies do fall victim to the magic wand d the Mni$er d Natural Resqrrces F-a in$ancg

Go*ed Tree Wldlife Sanduary recently becane the nar w$ed d the Mnistef s dcrninicn. An

atide in The Belize lmes ,13111 11W4, describes Eduadohar's (Mnist€r d Nfiral Resanrces)

inwitaHe plans fcr cmstrudinS two buildinSs cn a w€tlards sedior d the wrldlife sarctutry,

Sectiot 3, (2) pa-t (a) desigpates Nt. Juar's ability to'altef the 'limits" d ary wildlife sancfua'y.

Thus he has used this ahlity to d1a18e the pcirihiticn d sectior 6 (a) - n<* being allowed to
bilild any kind d strudure/hilcling ol wtldlife sanctudy lands. The aHlttles d the Mnister ile
phencrnenal in their sccpe espeoally wihessed in pat (U.

The mo1 drastic decjsirrr the Mni$er can jecpadize the exi$€nce d CBWS. this porer
is didated in prt (b) cf sedicn 3, (2)

...any naticnal pat, nature res€rve, wlldllfe sanctuay or natural molurnent cr

part th6ed shall cease to be a nahcnal ptrk, nature rcseryq wildlife sandutry ff nahrral

mfriurYlsrt

In dfed the N4inisten can dereserve CBWS, cr pieces d it, with a few strd(es d the Pen SnPly,

wake up in the manlng dta having an ideallsttc drean abot the pcsible tusiness enterprlses

that cilld be estadished rn the area u CBWS ad sign away its prdeded status Opgtrng up

the boders d the 102, 000 plus acrecge of CBWS cerld ellcr,v fc:r sricus di6rupticn6 d its naturel

$ate Villagrs d lr4aya Centre wculd be allo,ved todonalpa hunt ard etrad natural r€sc rces.

Big cjtrus crrnpmies corld be granted permissicn to eltivate thr:usands upcn thosands d
acnes, as srdr is therr prachce The hahtat ard lives d all d the threatened and/r endatSsed

animals wqrld be in lecpady. The hr:rryler mcnkeys that nrr,rv inhabit the fffeds d the

Cmlsccrnb Basin corld cnce again becorne extind in the rea
An erarnple d the Mntstet's pdfittal aullty to dereserve a prdeded, natural area is

se€n in the Tdedo distnd. Rumcru t'looded the ccl,lnfy of a Malaysat ccmpaly wmtlnS to lql
400,0{tr aoes a btlh in the Tdedo Dstrid. tuppcedly, sone individual in the Mnistry d
Natural Resorrces cn krestry Dpartmot Sgned the papa'alloMinS the lr4alaysan conpany tcl
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as repcrted by The Bdize Tine tq "'lease cllf alm6t half cf the Tdedo Dstrld fcr ttmbs

edradlcn ...' Althcugh ju$ a rumcr, it has beer vcified by almod evey govenmental atd

NGO cfficial who we questiorcd abcut the situatior. the sketdy rumcrs do nd latd ary

pinpont my e€d lcaticn, bilt any 400fi10 acre pacd in the Tdedo Dstrict world have to

indude scne natural reserve lands Therefcre the prGped d the situaticn world sgnify malor

dereservahcn if the lvt. Juan pve the cfficial nod. If Mr. Juan payed no part, thet it world

signify nulc vrdatians cf the N,laticnal Parks Systerrs Act

The er<ample d the pcsiHe loggrng by the Malaysian ccrnpany rs/eals the inrr$se
porue d nct orly the Mnister, tut cf cth€r cfficials in the Mnistry cf Natural Resorrces In

situaticns like the ore aborq the rules cf the National Parks Syston Act may have little authaity.

Even the rules uncter secticn 3, (2) alloru the gorernnrent ercuglr authtrity to fdlo^r throrg! with

adims like the one abore Gded Tree Wildlife Sanduary is a good example cf an trea that

was affedecl by the Mni$et's po,vers The powes invested in the Mnister under sedlcn 3, (2)

presort a large locphde in the €nvircnmmtal pdiry d Belize It poes soroe threats to CBWS.

Fcr instancg acmding to Gr ny Salag marugr cf parks fcr BAS BAS was sani-rdudant to

inve* lds d time and mmey into CBWS qrsiderinS its prdeded status ould be altered o
bnished any time It is diffiorlt to see ho / any maJcr impro/erents can b att€rnpted to aid the

land ls$le relationshipe betwem CBWS and Maya Centre undq the cunglt leSislaticn status

3. Rdatiorship beween BAS and GOB

The infcrmal nature cf the agreanent betvveen BAS and GOB also pces a thrcat to CBWS

seerity as a @itical enUty. h the CEWS Opcatloral HfrL the authcrs indicate this tenucus

agr€rsrt xored the nrain marag€rn€nt limitaticns

Guaamtees fran gwernmant to BAS colcerninS st#f seerity, infrastructurc and
ccntinuaticn d dweloped corservaticn pdides in the went of go/€mm€nt assrrn$iot d
CBWS managenent (and maugernent d dher prdeded trers) shculd be ctiained A
fcrrnal prdeded aea agreernent shculcl also be &tained (mutually agreed upo1 by bdh
the GOB and BAs) that world state the mandate p€rlod and GOB hput ln prctected trea
financing and make stipulaticns fcr Froteded dea entry and us€r le€s and thdr
orpenditure the la* d sucl a fcnrul a8r€€rnent shcrld be a matter d corcern. (9las
1e)

Obrio:sly B,{S can nct dfectively rutnaSe prdeded areas il it dts nd have a conplete

underslanding d the respmsihilities d its p6iticn, the rescurces to whidl has acess to achiwe

,ts grxls cr the duratrcn d its p61. Ineffective mmagfitent thrcatexs CB\iVS since there ae gr

many dtrus Sror€rs anxcars to see its failure

I

I

t



45

4. Go/emmmt Mnistries

GOB Mnrsnes cftql have ccnfliding missicns Even who Mnistries seem to have

conplernentary goals, sudr as Frorcticn d ccrnmercjal agriorlfurg they cftcr implarrart

corfliding proSrams While the Mnistry cf Ecorcmic Dsidcprnent ccntinues to hail citrus as

Bdizes nidre in the lnt€rnatioral eurony (Arzu lecture at BIq, the Mntstry d Agrt@lture is

disouragrng further dtrus planhng. ( Gacia perscnal intervie\r) Sinular prdJaru ociS in the

land use issue surrorncling lvlaya (hrtre and CBWS. The prondian cf tcrrrisrn certainly des nct

necessaily ccincide with ttre prdecticn d the nafural envirmnrent cr the rnaintenance d
indigenors orlture The fact that the Mnistry d Torrlsm and the Envlrmm$t is a sin$e mtlty
may help to increase awareness when addressing such delicate issuei but it is vital that the dual

lcyalties are recqlnized as sudl Ofts\ there tre no qnprcrnis€s Human dandcpmant

invaiaHy puts Fressure or the natural g1virf,nm€nt, A Mnistry designed to Froncte Torrism

can nct, bry its very naturq Nure tts allqlidrce to 6vironm6tal prdedicrl. Mnlsfies must be

created speofically to address corservabon and indigancus villages Grnently, th6e issu6 are

refres$ted by tureaus with larga departmats (Fcrestry and Human Dwelcpyr€nt) whidl ae
pnmarily geared tcuvards mtirdy diffoort gols

(1) It EA Cente-Agriodhretr^nrd the

I

V. SOLUTIONS

Wth reryect to all the issues which have been disatsed in the pr€vicrls sectims, maly

g.xential sduticns e.yisl M6t d the sdufims blo,v ccme frcm the minds d the authcrs d this

paps (Althogh it is apparmt that mot have been Fevicusly coltemplated b/ Emesto Sagui

and the village orncil d tr/aya Cenhe). Sduticns ccrninS frcrn clhers will be duly nded.

Ho,wer, the pcpoed sduticns are nd shcrt-ttrm a1s\ rers Eaci and wery pcpoiticn mu$
be ccnsidered a lmg-term sdutlcn. Due to lack d funals ard leSislatim, we fornd lt nearly

imposiHe to find fast, resporsve sdutiqxs. Despitg therr seeningly imF,radical nature within a
shcrt tirne franre the follo,ving sduticns have lcng tsm pcsiblities Bcfcre the rymfic
irnplicatror d the is$es can be addressed. a saioeccncrnic-pditical atmoqph€re ccnducive to

clange must be seorred Passage d time seems tobe the orly solutior fcr this prms
The sugge$ed which fdlo,v are directed torards the Mllage Cotncjl of N,laya G1he,

BAS, COB and cth€r NGOS It is s/idslt which party eadr sduticn targets. The fdlo^/in8li$ d
sduticns is grorped into foJr cateScries (1) Maya Centre-agnculture/land usg (2) Maya

Cenhe- ecdolrisrn (3) Ph)6lcal threab to CBWS; and (4) Pditical ramiflcaticns/pdifical

threats to CB\{S.
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1. Implorcrlt use €f ddcmlte as f€rtlllz€r, ln$ead cf envlrolmentally harmful fisrxcals
(Mnrsts d Agnculture)

2. lnrplernent qrnpding d hosehrld waste lrr fertilizing purgses

3 Put pnessure sr Mni$er d Wcrks fcr &ainage canals in Maya Cortre Filnland laycut.

(Eme$oSaqui)

4. Rs/ltalize Traditicnal ir4ayan farming nethods

5. Create a trust fcr a village milpa ocp su$ainaHe tedndoSy, nurey to ldCry fcr legislatiot

amanding ard any adivity that is fo the bettrment d thevillage as a whde
6. Teadr drildren in sdrd ah.lt traditlcnal tviayan agrlodture and its significane,

7. Tead dtildren in schod abort the impcrtarcq, pracfical atd +rritual, d foest resotrceq i.e.

medicinal pants

8. Teadr drildren in schd and adults throrgh ccrnmunity awareness, abcut ecd%tcal oncerYrs

d farntng huntlnS and natural resource usq, i.e. envlrolm€ntal educatio, ec6y$em

awaenes$ dc
9- Educate those who hunt abqrt the irnpcrtmce cf rnaintaining spedes div€ndty ard ryecies
poFi,llaticns

10. Geate a ccrnprdren$ve *udy cn mtrketaug ncn-timber fcres:t Ploduds that odst within

Maya C-entre te!'ritay, cr pcsiue Nraya C€ntre tfiitcry.
11. E$aUish village awa'aness abot aryeds d nature that ccrnpce trditicnal Mayan orlture

(Q lltayaCentne-ffisn
l. Grefully moritcr hends in villaSe interest in the torist trusiness

2. Cirnpae cdledive villaSe intercS in tcuri$ husiness tothe int€r es1 in traditimal land use.

3 Draw ccrrdaticns Eween pdfital pdit.making endeavcrs (fftm tcurisl husiness) ard the

enccuragement d badittcnal ways

4. Ddermine villagas' rynians abcut the torist business ard the new mtrkd ryst€rn
5. Geate a conprdrensive pan ortlining su$anaHe rdatimships bdween the to:rist industry

and traditianal Fractices (eryecjally colmning land use)

6. Sr,lggest volunttry dmdiars to village land trust.

7. EstaHish mandatoy'dcnahms" to village land trust, i.e village tare;

8. Establish an entrance fee to CBWS fcr all tcuri$s (Irnedo Saqui)

9. Dstritute par$rlets to tGrists disorssing envirrnnrental awal€ness and the relatiouhip

between Maya Centre and CBWS.

10. Orfer 'cpar ho.rse' disols$cns abort all d the lmpicatiols ct the lilaya Colhe/CBWs

reJaticnship ('land use vs cs$€rvaticn, etc) fcr tcurisls and villagers up at CBWS hedqtartcs
and in guest horsds).
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11. Begin a series cf village nleetinSs to oeate a cpen fcrum fcr disclrssicn abcut ds/dcpmmt
(totrrisn and dhqwise) within the village This may reliwe scrne cf the latent resentmqrt

dicited by the injecfim d monry into tlre village and the resultinS cnpdlticn. Cocperatives

dfcrts corld also be facilitated by sudr meetings.

12 Dsigp a qp€dfic pan fcr cocperatives tusness prqeds bdcre thry are undstakm. Indude

qpeofic infcrrnatior abo.lt what will be eeeded frcm eadr merilber ir1 terms of hme and mcney,

what perc€ntage cf Frcfit he/shecan €D(ped, and sct up a sySsn cf flodHe inpub and returns- so

if a mernbs can orly dedicate a cerrtain amcunt d time/ mcnth he/she is Srll digible fcr a

porticn dthepdits

(3) Prrlnicd ftreds bCBltS
1. Teadl envi(nrrsrtal educaticn and CBWS cons€rvatim principles to dildren in sdtod ad
adults, thrcu gh connrunity wcrkshcps

2. Make vrllagos awile cf the d€rnacaticn borders d CBWS ( Emesto Saqui )

3. Occzsicnally patrd hrders. l,okort fcr huntens, h€spass€rs ard cjtrus devdcpneit.
Empcy *speced viciattrs as padlerq givinS thern xme responSUlity may discerrage their

o\ rn tllidt adivifies

4. Stndly mfcrce laws and rules stated in the Naticnal Parks ffstsn Ad

({) Hiticd Ranifi c*icrsfditicd Tlu* b C8ltE
1. tdlry GOB fcr the amending of secticn 3, (2) in Natioral Parks Systan Act.

2. Reqialuate the EPA Wldlife Prctecticn Ad and Natioul Parks System Ad.

3. (}t land hon GOB fcr Maya Carhe (land use milpa NTFPq dc) throrgh Land Acquisiticn

Ad
4. G land trun GOB fcr CBWS ( as hrffer zcne for the northrn a1d eastern bcrders) thrstgh
lease purciase cr land acqursitir;n

5. lnsst d GOB Assessn€nt d land use b/ Frivate land r:rners Determine sodal ald

€nvirtnmgltd irnpads d their adivities and find ort the darelcpnent pans cf Weclllatcrs
6. Geate an inttr-ministry confidssff wlth reprcs€fitativei fftrn diffsglt minlsfies to

csJdinate the management d the CBWS regror (ard regtots sutrcundinS cther Prdeded

Areas)

Vt CONCTUSION

In this paps. we have preserted a dcoiptive inuge d the relatiotship bdweer CBWS'

cols€rvaticn and lr4aya Grtre s land use We have induded ba&,grotnd d the fotr maior

parties analyzed their intercds in land usq described the marn issues arisin8 frcrn th6e
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ccnfliding intercstq and pr6orted $ggestions fcr lcng-tsm sduhcns hitially, we sought to
dtscorer why it ls diffiotlt to fcrmulate a symtiotic rdatiorship betureen the tuo faces d
ccrlsevahar and indiganor land usg whidr thecretically sean to have so mudr in cofttrrul.
(}'lr study has rsrealed that within a vacuum the two fmces world pncbaHy c@d$ 6ily, but

within a realm te€rning with pditicsi ecolcmics md rdigic'l, ccrnprqnise is elusilve The

Westem JudoChn$iar paradigpr and the captalist market systerx (whidr it engadsed)
presert inzurmontaHe fuades to the gels d qlvirqlmental ccns€rvatior and nuintenance d
indiS€ncus orlture AltholSh the two entities d CBWS and Maya Cenhe seern to shae corrncrr

arerrieq their lack d pdltical lnfluance porstts thern frcrn dfedtvdy wcfklng tqlethetr Bcth

are lo,v cn pditicians and businessrnm's agerdes and struSSle to retain the little po ,er they can.

'[he divisive nafure cf rdahng rdigiors pssuasicns in tvhya Cenhe allorys fcr po
conmunity togetherness The rdigior atmoqphere of lvhya Centre is split into two halves Efty
pscent is Cathollc and fifty psaent ts Baptt$. Acccrding to Erne$o Sa$li, it is impcsiue ftr the

village to ccrne tqidher as a whde cn cstarn dedsicrrs because cf this diffq€nce A Cathdic or

BaFi$ wjll nd opt fc a cornunity activity that will ieryardize the stror$h d his/her

reryeclive faitlr. lr4aya Centre ca nd hcpe to play an influeitial rcle in my decjsicn makin8

pr(Es lf it wl nd ec<press itself ccrrrrrunally. Religrcn beccrnes a further influentlal ccrnpcnent

rn terms tl tradition Trditjoral l/aym rdigrcn is hdd by scme villagerg h,rt is nct cpenly

pradiced (in gereral ). Traditicnal Mayar rdigior is eypressed thrtlgh land use and daily

adivities, such as superstiticns abort bathing in slreans #ter sundo,vn. Land use ard stain
daily activities rcpresent the fcmdatiot cf Mayan olture in lvlaya Certre As disotssed

prq4cr$ly, traditicnal prdices are beccrning endangred. Gri*iatity is cne sceive fador.

Ecmrmis is the dher degrading aspect.

On cne lwd, the rnovernent d Maya Centre into the market ectrrlcmy world seern to be a

liberating trord, allcr^/in8 ther acess to a Mder rarSe cf cnnsumer Soods ard mcre dlvefse Jcb

cptrI.tunrtres Sinrlaly, the inteSraticn o Belize into the intematirrral markd ecc]lomy appetrs

to be bmeficial in terns cf the GOEs effcrts to irnprwe the dcrnestic eccncrny md $ada'd d
livrng Both extitjes Bain drcices and cpp<rtunities, but they also gain a dEendenry ot an

ncral mostrosity whidr has no vested int€rest in their wdl-being ' Adarl 9nith himsdl

onphaszed rn hrs Ihecryd-tr4lTd_smlmg1s that the makd is a rystem so datS€rcrls that it

Fresuppces the mcral fcrce d shared c(rnmunity values as its necesstry ccn$raininS ot€!d.
The ma'ket dG nct ecrncnize cn mcral capital; it deplets it." (Daly 140) Once }vtaya Cortre

and Bdize extfid beycnd their natural ccmrnunities and qrnrnit thernselves to this systern, thse
rs no tumrng bad<. Partakrng rn fiee mdkd trade rsnwes (Tre s freedcrn nct to fade As Daly

ntles abr:t Third Wrrld cruntriei, ". . . follc ,vinS the pre;sure t ihe nurkd ard the advice d the

ecGrfinists, thry have Srven up their rdative self-zufficiorry, have spedalized and entrusted
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thgnsdves to the rnagtc cf the market. Thelr eccrlcrnles are based on the oQort cf crle cr hlo
ccrnmodrhes Thry must e(pcrt to survive fcr they can no lorger feed themsdves, and thry can

nci pay fcr ful inrpcrts withcut e<pcttng." (229) 'lhis analysis hdds rue fcr the village cf

Maya Cortre The t€mptahm fcr villago's to rely or thdr cjtrus crops, wage i$s and tolrist

mterprises threatens nct cnly thelr hadticnal elturq, tut also their basic livelthood, The

colssvatlctl movetnmt shculd recognize the fragile pciticn d indigators culture and add the

maint$ance d this culture alto its aSenda After all, laing the pra<tices and ryirituality d this

ancient envircnmental morenrent world be as detrimental as the envlrcnmental destructicn

whidl the ccntempo'ary mo/ernent is attempting to halt
The relaticnship d CB\46 and Maya Centre can be analyzed thrcugh the dissecticn d the

issues o frcrn a lar6o pa'ryedive Similar to a pic cf nrmhinery, the rdatiotsttip is ccnrpced

d many interrdating ccrnpolmts [f there was a prdJern wrth that nudrine, the medtanic

wculd nct sdely analyze the part that seenrs to be faulty. [t is necessary to vie\,v the prcuern

hcm a hdistlc perspective Thqe are corflids within the rdatioruhip bdwem CBWS and Maya

C€nhe We remnmend further study d these issues to mme up with very specific

recorrnendaticns This paper pwides a podudrvg hdistic analysis d a prcblanatic situaticn.
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