
6

I
t
I
t
I
T

I
I
I

I

U. C. B.
Belmopan )u nior
College Libra rv

tEP 25 #5

IABLE OF CONTENTS

,Ad.no,vledSernents- .

I Intnrductitn.

I[ Badi,gcrmd.
A Land clescriptim
B Maya Cenhe
C Cocksconb Basin Wildlife Sanctuary
D Gorrnmeital pdiry

ttL tv{ahoddo6y
A Reference researdr
B. htervie\ rs with goremmort cfficials
C Participalt dseNation
D Village intavia,vs
E Sessiors with Emesto Saqur

n hoad b6d readings

[V Parties Intqests and Issues. .......
A Parties and intereds

1. Villagers cf Maya Cortre
2. Bdize turddm Sociery
3. Emesto Srgur
4. hivate land o,,uuet:
5. C,o/emm$t d Belze

2

th

10

1U

I
t
I
I
I
I
t
t

B. Issues
1. Ivtaya (brtre reacts to netrv markst systcnn

a Alan Rahno^,itz
b Mlpa
c Hunhng/fishrng
d. Wagejft
e Tcunsnr related j&

2 tvtaya Celhe €ntrlng the nurket ecolony
a Wage iobs
h Tounsm related jds
c Ccmmerdal agriollture

3. Cultural reacticns to Issues 1. and 2
a Attitud6 tcr,vards enurormqrt
h ReltgiGr
c Desire fa morry

slc. n: i' IJY

I

I



4. Threats to Co*scqnb
a Physical threats

- citrus gro,vers
speoilatcrs/ derdopers

- villagas
.GOB

b Pditical threats
-GOB
-lqislahcn

V. Sduticns.

VL Corclusror.

Appmdices

I.Ndap 1

Il,I4ap 2

IILSryared ltlaya Carhe Farmland laycut

IV, Floru chart

45

47

I

I

t

I

t
t

I



I

Acknowledgements

We wrsh to thank the many people who gave ther time and eftort to help us
to understand the perspectives and issues embedded in this complex situation,
including Emesto, Aurora, Rigoberto and Gabrie! Saqui, Liberato Saqui, Antoliflo
Itrp Terece Rath, all of the gods, the peccari that scared Robin and Matt, the
moqitos / sand flies/ mountain cocknaches and Rerc<y and her posse. Of course we

appeciate the wisdt'rm and guidance offered to us by our faithful academic directors:

Jerry Enriquez and Matthew Miller. This paper would not have been Possible if not
for the generosity of Undsay Fiantz. Thank Youl

t

t

I



t INTRODUCIION

1

2

4

5

6

7

ti

The orrrent ecdogrcal crisis has dioted wcldwide rearyriticn cf the inuninent need fcr

€nvironmentally surnd ecrncmic dwelcpnent, use (t' natural rescurces and wildfiless

c(nservatrcn. Dspite the conple( hurdles clall€ngln8 Belize this ycun8 naticn has mmaSed to
qr1firm ccnservaticn pricrities m its agenda and 37.27o d its land areas enJcyed scrne degree d
res€rve $atus as d 1s91. (King 621 ancng these, the Gxksconb BaSn Wldlif e Sanctuary.

At the enbance to Crxlsarnb Basin Wlldlife Smcfua'y ( CBW$ lies the small N4cpan

Mayat village tt' Maya C€r1tre Histcrically, the internaticnal cfris€rvaticn mo/ement has lcnked

to the traditicnal rdaticnstrip bdween native pecPl6 atd the etrth as a model d su$ainable

rescurce managernent and qrntual fulfillment lt wr;uld thus seern to fdlor that the presance d
Maya Certre wtrld be advatageqls ttrvads the nranagsnmt afld buff€rin8 cf CBWS lt

becane appa'ent upm lnr firS vist to lvlaya C€ntre that the Stuaticn is ftr frcm sirnple <r free cf

cnflrct. Many Latin Arn€ncan qrservat,on pnleds have recdved intematimal rcmgniticn fc,r

thdr succesSul effcrts to intqfate indigenous MllaSers espeoal ly the Ctxnmunity Bahrr
Sanduary in Benrrudian Landing Il was obvicus to us dter ryendinS a fet mcnths in Belize that

the adual situatio in Berrrrudian landtng is vry ctrrhwersial a]d betrs httle resqlblance to the

pctureperfed dejcnpticn Ff,x'hayed in cur Envlrtrrmfitd Sfudies t€Dds frcrn cur Arnerical

untversities. The h'ie, cwsvrerrr presented by the chairman d the Mayan C-enke villaSe ccuncil,

Emesto Sagui, deprded a smilaly pdematic situatiot with his c^ fl ullage ard CBWS, Ntttng

the trend d cmt'lict ald ccrltradlctlcn frtm cur prevtcus iffipressi cn, we becane dawn to
studyng the true relabmship Ewegr village (indigenurs) land use and ans€rvation,

speofically in Maya Centre and CBWS.

The fcllcwrng pap€r is a result of the investigaticn into this crrnpe< relatimship and its

implicatlcnr We have s&ght to prc dcle a rdatively ccmprehfisive descrlpttcn d the histcry,
qlrrent status and potent,al diredicns d the stuahm, frnrslng or the fdlc 

^/in8 
as@s

The hi$cries d Maya Centre and the creaticn d CBWS atd thor interacticn

The pa'tie; invtived in the rclationship the villagers, the private estateS BAS , the GOB

and therr respecbve rnterests

The reactitr tT Maya Ceitre to the (ieation d CBWS and a clanging eomrrnic base

Maya Cartre artering the market eqrnory

The Mayan qlture reslffd to this trend to,vtrd the market

Hr:t,y land userssue; threaten to CBWS

Ltrtg-tenm sclutit.lts
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Due to the innunsaHe qrpl€cdties invdved in the relaticnship it is ino/itaHe that

scrne asp€cts have duded orr fcrdgn vieurFrint q understandin& Alsq thre re n ny areas

which w e remgnize as desmring fu rther $ury; these will be hi gftlighted as well.

Bas€d cn cur interpr€tatiar d the payers and thelr interestq the lssues whidr have alseri,

and the pcpced sduticni we will analyze the rods d the *ruggle and the orrr€nt situatio'ri

cffenng orr pascnal insight into tre mcrit and viatility cf the prescri$ive rnesures whidt have

been recomrended 'Ihis invedigaticn has pwed pesoully invaluaUe in elgcring us to the

p€rspectives cfto onltted in cur to(tbd.s, the difflcultles invdved in om-cultural flddwcrk,

the strudure d the decisicn-nraking ndwcrk within the go/€rnrn€nt and the NGG ald all the

unanswered qrestiors and unddrmined pocedur€s within this ycr,rng frcntier d a cotntry.

Because Bdizds ccnservatim pdicies are nct yd entrandred it is impcrtant to'lock at the

paths cn whidr they tenucilsly snbart and try to pnqed where they may lea( gvm the

ctstdes thry have enqrnteed thus far. Lerning abcut the prcHanu whidt hare aisst
*rrcunding Cocksccrnb nray hdp tre Gorsnnrent d Bdize ( GOB) and NGG to avcid simila

situatiols in future prqeds In additicn to the rde/moe cf this *udy, to the future ccns€rvatiol

prqeds and coffnunlties CBWS and lrtlaya Centre face scrne dangerqrs threats whidl need to

be addressod no^/ to slsure the suMval and viahlity d Hh srtihes Recattly, a rutntr
circulated that the Mnister d Wcrts, ( lvldvin Hulse) intended to dereserye half d CBWS to be

divided up arurg private land orrynrs The orpcure d his alleged pans wcked furiots
readitrl frcrn enorgfr peqple b oftd his assurances that he world nd follo,v thrcuSh tut the

incid€nt linges as a rerninder cf CBWS' urstatle status Simultaneansly, falling citrus pnces

threaten the livdihood cf l/aya Centrds milpa farmers and alt€rnative crcps need to be

inveSigated in case the hmd ccntinues The orlture and ccrnrnunity cf N,laya Cenheisalsobeing

tested b/ the tndudlcn cf tcurtsm ln the tradtlcnal vlllage h llght d these prdsns whldl

mise fron ine(hicaHe cirqmstances, it is impcrtant to search fcr hdistic pans in$ead d rdying
cn uni-dinrensicnal pespedives dferd by s?arate 8cr/erffiralt ministrieg NGOs cr villagrs
As ortsders, we nuy hare a mcne cbjedive viovpont allorinS us to see the pctlerns throtgh a

variety d persp€ctlves (thorgh we also certainly see the situaticn with scrne Hases - we do nct

have a dired o ve$ed intered in any stuatiol). We hcpe that cur prged is hdPful to^,ards

these glds

iI BACKGROUND

Bdcre ddving into the integral csnpcrmilts d the rdaticnship between lald use d Maya

Cbntre and the corservatim tadlcs d Cdsconb Badn Wldllfe Satduily, lt ts necessay togd
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an o/svielr, d the $tuaticn. The oreryieu, @ldsb d the hi*cri€s cf fcur primary entitie$ land,

Iriaya Cenre village, CBWS ad rdei/at pdicjes d the Gorernment d BdizdGOD.

,4 Lttd&S*n
(hfcrrnatior trwded by CBWScpeatioal Plat 1994-'1995, BAS)

( See Apperdix D Cdscnnb Brin Wildlif e Sanctuay ad lvlaya Centre ae lmted in the

cahal part d the Sann Cre€k Dstrid. CBWS cnccrnpasses the Co&sccrnb Basin tvlaya Cenhe

lies 10 km frcrn the Eastern borndary d CBWS

CBWS has an arca cf 1(E,4{tr mes cr 154 square mtles Cod<sonb Bdn ls 8fi€rally a

lange valley bodqed ry high ridges ard loru hills cn all fcur sides. To the Ncrth is the

Cdsccrnb Range, to the Ed Cabbage Haul Gap, ridges to the sqrth and the N,taya ldcuntain

divide to the wed. Co*sqnb Ba$n can b bcken up into two badns ea$ badn ald we$

basin. The east basin is the hedwater d ttre Sortl Stann Cree*. The we$ basln is the headrvater

fcr the Swasey hanch (part d the tvlcnkey Rivs). The east basin is gererally flat, 75% being

bdovv 200m abore sea lord. The talle$ ridges rise to 4ff)m abore sea lwd. Water flows thrcuglt

the Sorth Starn tJap frqn the Scuth $ann Geek (Kardra 1987). The west bin is geneally

rncuntaincrus, cnly 20% bdng Hor 2ttrm abore sea lwd. The renElnder of the basln ls a s€rles

d hills, ridg6 and $eep valle)n 'Ihe Swase/ handr lerves fte bin thrcugh a secticn d the

l{rya ltlountains (Karnstra 19&7).

The bedmk d Cocksccrnb Basin is dcidedy granite Abo/ethe bedrcd the scils vary in

type Scils, '...thrctr8hcut the regicn ae ccrnpced d qutrElte, $cny, blldetrsi san{ lmn
wrth depths d 3 in&es Granitg sandy day lors can also b t'cund 1CBWS Operatioul Eat
1994-1995, p10) Thee scils ae hasically infrtile athighly eraive

Cocksccrnb hin receives 250 on d rainfall cn averaSe, yealy. Tanperatures ra18e frox
11 C up to 39 C Thus Cdsccrnb Basn ls well $lted fcr fcre$ vq3€tatlcn. There e two

geneal kinds d vqletaticn Trarsitimal Boded Fcre$ pffi in lirnelo/in8 +ecies colSstinS

rnainly d s€rni-6/€rgr€€n fcrest whidr is fcund in higher derzaticns. B@dled Fcr€d with fs^,

lirnelo/ing ryecies ol$$ing mainly d serni-wrgreen s€ascnal foe$ whidt is fcund o/er the

lager part of the Badn.' (CBlilS Opefatlcnal Plm 1994-95, Pll).

Abcrrt half c,f the rae cr endangaed ryecies d wildlife d Bdize ae laated in CBWS.

There arg '52 ryecies of mannrals, 290 species d Urds 23 nrytiles and 6 arphitians..reccrded

from the Basin.'(Kar$ra 1987. The jaguar and hcwls mcnkey are the md ffilcus rcsid€nts

cf CBWS

tvlaya Cartre is situated alorg the Sorthenr Higfrway. The village resb upcn 50 acres d
land. The ms rod to CBWS runs alorg the scuthern bcrder cf the villaSe The wedern and

ncrthern sides ane bordsed by private landorners The easem borndary lies 1 mile to the ea$
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cf the Scuthsn Higlrway. All cf the famlng land lles bdwer the Scuthrn Hlghway a1d the

eastern Mer. The farm lard is hrnded by the Catbage Haul creek to the scuth and by the

Sttee Rivs to the ncrth. It is rcugfiy a mile s+rare in size

Land tvDe fcr asriorlture

h = hi8h flod plain bendr (h) whidr is $6m abore a lou flod plain

cr F10m abore the river and is rady flmde4 cnly dter o<ceptioul

storrm

t = ternace, whidr is only flooded #ter very e<o$icnal dimatic evenb

that woild aorwith a fre$rorry d a1000 yea's a sq &l0m abve
high flood plain ben$.

u7 = a'qs sf a.lluvial wash ae fornd or the edge cf the lard sy$en where

alluvium has been d?cited when the river has o/ertopped the terrae dunng the

e<o+icnal dlrnatic events ( land Resanrce Assessrnot d Sann Creek Dstrlq 1989).

The villages use thdr agriorltural land fcn milpa farming. MIpa fanning invdves the

anciart Mayan padice d slah and bum agriorlture Tday, mlpo der 1- 5 acres cf lard

annually with thdr rnachdes, allo,tr the cut vegetaticn to dry in the sun and subsequatly h,tm it.

This rffthod handers the nutrients fapped ln the lush sub-fetcal vegdatlcn tothe sdl whtre
it is used to norish orys A deaed potisused fcr onetwo years afte the frrns deas andher

parcd while the criginal land is ldt fallcr,v to r€Sensate fcr five to tal yers. N4aya Cathe

fanners grout haditioul ocps cn their milp4 and cihus trees induding cranges and fap€fruits
The aoes panted with dtrus are nct left fallo,v as with tradttcnal crrye and scnEtlmes ftrrners

hlre tradqs to dea land fo the hees Alsq $firicals are inoeasingly used as fertilizers and

peSrodes, unlike traditicnal milpa farming whidl is Filrdy crganic and unmedtanized

E lW@le
(infcrmaticn prci/ided ry Uberato Sa$i)

The village d tr,taya Centre was e$aHished in 1976 by fanilies frsn the village cf Sat

Antcnio Reascns fcr nagratinS frarn San Antcnio induded the unavailahlity d fann land job
and mcney. Alsq the criSinal families w€re disccltented with the lad d infrasfucture and

conmunity dorelcpmmt.

Fiftecn to twenty fanihes s€ttled the area no, krxl m as the N4aya Cenbe Mllage

hesortly, thlrty to thirty-five fanilies inhaUt the Mllage At the time d rrival a prlvate land

I
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cHner, D. Brd, cwned theland crl whidr the familtes squatted. Ho,^/s/€r, Just aromd the tlme

d s€ttlernent D. Buck erdrarged the land with Dcnald lVho atdhr prlvate landc^^mer. MGl

d the land was being l:s€d fo rredranized rice Dcnald Who dorated 1,(tr0 acres or the eestern

side cf the Sorthem Highway fcr farn lard (medrarized rice lad) atd at additioul 50 acres an

the west€rn side fcr a village thug the fdniltes td up ncn-medlanized rlce fandnS crl the

l,ffi acres, kncrvn as lvlaya Fannlad Layart
Sor dter ottaining lard frcrn Dcnald Whq tho village fonders created a schod. The

sdrd was built by crrummity vc{unteer laba and rescurces

hitially, the drildnn were instruded by unpaid vdunte€rs. Frne$o Sa$Il was the flrst teadrer.

Drring the erly stages d the sctrod, trd vrllage the Cathdic Mssicn care to tr4aya Centre and

o<patded the scope d the sdrod. They dfered 'insight and gave Emedo a Pay d $50 a mcnth fu'
teadrin& The gwerrrnant sffii becane iwdved. The Mni$er of Educatlot visited the

in$ituticn. He dfldally r€cognlzed the sfid md appdnted a 8o/ernrrEnt Pdd, Ga1tuna

pnncipal, Ncrris \4fi lliars
One d ttre rnain reascns ftr e$aH'ishinS the sdrod w8 to 8d title to the lmd d Maya

Centre frcrn the gorernment. One cl the oiterja fcr dfidally e$auishlnS a village is havlng a

pima'yschod. Arornd197-TS,theindvlctualfadllesfrcmlvlayaCJ,lfeweregventltletothe
village land and the 1,000 acr€s d famlard.

Also rcund the tirne d furnding a village ccuncjl was creat€d. The fir$ dldrmal was

Eulogio Shq unde to Eme$o and Uberato Saryt. Eulogio Sho was drairman frsn the time d
incepticrl tmtil 1%4. In 1%{, there was a shlft in po\r€r wtthtn the 8o/emment. The Pecples

United Paty (PUP) d Eulogro 9rq handed the reins o/€tr tothe lJnited Demqatic Pilty (UDn.

Likelvise pditical po,ver shifted in lvbya Centra EulOgto Sho and his PUP influenced ccr:ndl

were vded cut d dfice (ln ar att€rnpt to win ccnfirunity suPPcrt, #ter defeat, Eul@o s[to

intrqluced the BaptlS churdl to Maya Centre. It ls +eorlated that he used the nerv drurdt +1J*

to gain ccrnrnunity $iF,pcrt fr€rn tho6e csrverted to Ba$isrn) A UDP inf'luenced cotncjl cane

into pol/er with Frnesto gqui as dairrnan. The nqrz ccuncjl ainred to inrPro/e villaSe

infrxtrudure
This new ccundl rmc /ated the ncw dd, des€plt sdtd ln 1985 Arcnmd thls ffme

USAID and the Gwernrnent d Belize prt in hmd purnps aromd the vlllage frr drawing water

nrcre easily (althcu8h the pumps w€re faulty ard did nc* wak). In 1989 wrrk was beSun to

huild the corrrunity entre $rrurying cf lcts bdng $ven to fantlies by the gcvrnmail

mrrred ln 1989. In 1992. alxgfj' sdrod was bdng hlllt to accfimodate a grortng Pcpulatlcn

and allow fq better fumishings This was funded by the Intonatiotal Resoie Catnittee The

Crrnnrunity Cenfe was finished, the sclrod was finished and a rain watet'tank was catstruded,

all by 1993. Streets were made into Nhya Catre in Janury d 1994. Eedricity cane to the
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village in .[uly d 1994. Agatn with the hdp of the Internatlcnal Rescue Conmittee an dfldat
Rudirn€ntary Wato S1r*en wr prt in with F,ip€d wate in Spt€rnber of 1994.

Ncte

In 19E1, thse w€re dght Mrym fadlles llvlng ln the aea d q]am Bank (10 km west d
Maya Centrd. These fanilies w€re living in the sanre aea d where Cdsccrnb Mntil Saw Mll
(USA logsing conpaty) w6 op€ratin& The conpary bqlm l%gtng acund 1978 bttt be6at to

decline in the ealy 19ms. B/ 1982/1983 logging ceased. Reascns fcr the decline and halttng d
timber offactlc| d Quan Bark ile *etdly. Wth the estaHtshment d CBWS, the vlllagers were

fcrced to leave thdr hcrnes Arcund Decernher d 1984, the dght fanilies d Quar Bank

migrated to lvtaya Cenhewhere they were acc?ted ard given land, to scrne degree

C OMtut Wdlfe,hauzy
In reryore to ar alleged iaguar pqrrlatior/hahtat dedine BAS askd Dr. Alat

Rabnorvitz fcr ccnsultaticn cn Fguar ecdory. Dr. Alan Rahinouits was resetrdrinS the trsa cf

Cocksccrnb Basin. His researdl ccnduded that the eooq/stern cf Cocksccrnb Basin wr wdl
$rited fcr Ja8uffi and their hahtat. It was also rwealed that human adlvttleq zudt as hunting

may ocntribute to decline in numbas cf wildlife fu in$arce eftnctim d the howler morkey,

in Cockssnb Basin rnay have been influenced by hunting (CBWS Opeaticnal Plan ). In an

dfct to preserve wildlife hatitat CBWS was prcpced in 1984. Duetonaticnal md intematicnal

ackno,vledgmot d thts prcpcal, CBWSwas offldally e$aulstled tn 1986.

The GOB apponted the Bdize Audful Sciety (BAS) a manage d CBWS C.overnmmt

d?artm€nb were unaHe to hfidle the manag€rnat d CBWS BAS was capaHe cf managlnS

CBWS thus t@k o/er the rde Erne$o S'a$ri wa hired as directcr d CBWS. The BAS, Wsld
\4fildllfe fun4 USAID and faguar autcrnctiles cornpmy fund CBWS.

D CoemeildPdtcy
ln re(o8niticn d the lmpcrtalce d Bellzeat natural aEasi the 8o/emment hx produced

thl€e protedive ads Envir€nmental hecticn Act Naticnal Pak sy$em Ad and \Mldlife

Prdectior Act. These do.rrnents e$aHislr propen envircnnrentally sannd bdravicr, dassificaticn

md aspects d natural a€zxs and wildlife and the relatimship bdween intere$ SrcuFs and

natural aeas and wildlife

I
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kr prrsuit cf this stu{ we cqrduded rdersrce resmdr, anarged inteffiails wtth GOB

cfficials and npressltatives frcrn rdevant NGOq utilized dhnographic pahcipant &evatiot
approdres, dexigned a s€t cf questicns fcr mernbers d the It laya Cartre village ccuncjl, the

BaFiS minister and the wonar invdved with the odt shcp ard used the lmg intenrielv

s€ssicns wlth Emesto to tle crlr lnfcrnratlcn tqa€th€r and tap lnto hts encrncus wealttr d
knovledge abot the area In additior, we read wcrks by pdicy makes ecEnoni$s, thedoSlans

fid dhicjsts to give us a h'ctder bckgrotnd fcr the laga' paradigrns we use in the la$ two

sectims

A RdovreRwdt
We utilized rnat€rials frcrn the Bdize Center Is Envirurrnental Studies the Ardcbcr

Scriety, the lr4cnkey Bay Wldlife Smctuay lih'a'y, the Mnistry cf Natural Resanrces ald the

Mnistry d Torrism and the Envirqment. These materlals induded malaSement plans,

ecd%rcal $rmrntris of arthrcpdogrcal researdl, pdatial land use rder€n@s, nupe dficial
GOB prdedive legislaticn, and resear*r cr cth€r reas which seerned to slrre scnre basic

dra"adristics d the lvlaya Cenbe/CBWS rdatiorship ryeoflcally Progranune fo Bdizds Rio

Bravo We sclrght to g€t md und€rstmdlng d the Udogy ard Sedo8y d the re8,cn to Bter
strt o.rt the discrepmcjes in the yaiols interpretaticms d pa$, pres€nt and pdertial latd uses d
the rqio. We also attanped to gd a bod idea d la, d tenure in the ae since the attainm€nt

rt' the derments listing specific ormens cf silrrcunding aoeage reqrires @al authanzatior

and weeks cf wrtting We analyzed the wordlng d the prrtectlve l%lslatlcn to dd€ndne the

spirit ard dadaticns d the laws and hor they ae manifesl in the adual nvnaSernent d CBWS

regicn.

We lo*ed fa simila'reseadr dorc pertaining to ciher corservatim pged and vlllages

hlt fcund mGtly maraSenEt pla$ desotbng lnt€nded progrars md little spedflc lnf o'rnatlcn

abott the adual dynanics cf the rdatiorships. Afto gaining a basic under$anding d the

proderns and pncpcea sdutiqs, We used written rdercnces to investigate further, spndfically,

we loc*ed at the intricacies d the cjtrus, ca{ao md cthe agriorltural industries to ddermine

where the srnall milpa farnen flts lntothe syslern no,v ard hls place fcr the future

B .bttoiaq;uthGnnnsfr & JV@Afiod;
We used the cpgrtunities to rned with pdicy nukers to uncor'er the GOBs adivities

geared to,veds ammunlty ds/dem€nt d Maya Centre and seore the protedd status d
CBWS It be@ne evld€nt to us frcn the cnsd d orr investigahcn that F$ as the phystcal wdl-

beinS cf the Maya Cantre villaSss and the €co6y$ern d which the/ ar€ a Part is dePendent uPot

themaintenance d theflcral/fauna bodivenity cf CBWS, thepditical seotrity d CBWSdqetds
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upcn the suppcrt and eccncrdc wdl-being cf fte lvlaya Centre oonnunity. Ernesto and Gmany

Salas recognized this dryerdeicy in the gareral rnanaEsnsrt @ives d the cpoatioul plar
fcr Januaty 1994 to June 1995 in the fdlouing dated gmls

b Prcrnote and fililitate natursbas€d teri$n ln crder to lmpro/e the

natiolal ard rc{iicnal wrcrny;

c lnoease prHic awaeness ard unde$anding d ccns€rvatim and

ecdogical prtndple$ ard to derncnstrate the lmpcrtanoe d pdeded
wrldlands aeas fa thefuturewdl-bdng d all Belizeals (Salas 18).

The mmagenrent pm gG cn to o.ltline prqrrans desigped to,vads these ends, We wanted to
ddernine what C'oB rdnlstrles and the NGOs ae ddng to hdp dllwe these gmls and fadlltate

a smdh transitm fo the Ir,taya Centre ccrnnnrnity. Or interviq,vs lead us to rtuny

srbdivisicns d the Mnistry d Nahnal Resorrces the Mni$er d Agriorlturq the peidart cf

the Audobor and board nember d Programne fcr Bdize, NARMAP, BESI, Connunity
Dwdcpment dfice d the Stmn @( Dslrld and the Cmtre fcr Envircnmefltal Studies

CPaltcipttCM'o
h crder to 8d a feding d the life$yles cf the villager and tlre dynanics d their

ccrmunity, we spent a lct d tirne int€n'ding with the villag€rs in the ccrted d thdr daily lives

We attended a tcffn ccuncjl rneetinS in whifi a sy$on d horseby-horse paym€nt md g€n€fal

rnaint€ntrlce fcr the neq/ water purnp wa designed. Althorgh the meeting was otduded
dmd entirely in Mayan, we ohenred a ld abcut the perscnalities and pclticns d eadt rnemberr

md the infcrmal afn6prere d the sesdor. We also spsrt time casually walklng trcrrnd the

vrllage watdring the daly ntuals d washing cd.ing bathing &ild rering sdrod dtildren
palng md the dcrne$icated aninuls rwning freely acund the thatdred hcuses We talked

with the wcnren in the crdt shcp ahrt thdr hrsiness ard the crdb and the cotversaticns drifted

toi/ards dher zuWs zudr as marlage rdigic]r md the oxnrnuntty d Maya Cantre One dry

we went to a mlpa with Antdino Pq wh6e he shcuved us the different ocp he was 8rclvin&
sFaned poUerrs ccnfranting the pants ard his ratianale fcr drming the crcps cn his pld d
land. He described the pocess d raing his citrus trces, ha'vesting the fruit and selling the ldd
to the large prrcsing plmts We cbs€ned Antdino ard his ptrtners deffing the fldds wjth

thdr madr€tes as he tdd us $cries abcut Surdins 2fl) pornd "tcr$s' up to Vidcna Pak. The

villages were genrally velry friodly ad reo$ive to r effats to interad in village life
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D Villryhtavac
Under the advisemmt cf Eme*o and his wife, Ar.lrcr4 we opted nct to ccndud hcuse to

hcuse intervieu/s or use surveys in the village Thry fdt that the villagcs wculd nd rd well to
this appredr and reccrnnsrded that we ffiegically drce intenrialees whowould r?resmt a
Lrd spedmm cf vie$,pcints We Hded to llrnlt cur interviovs to mfflhs d the vlllage

ccuncil. the wcrnen d the crdt shcp and the Baptist minister. Afta desgning a s?arate sd d
q.resticns fcr each grcllp we srducted a ssies d intqvieurs whidr induded a fevrr randcrn

interviortees who did nct fall into my grcrrp Withort e(ceptiol, the intenrierirrs wert vey wdl
and we were aueto cdlect a lot cf lnfcrmatlsr, althorgh nuny d the r€ryoldents had practlcally

idatical (almd verbtim) answqs to cl'lr qteshcns

E -Wotswith.Ma
Our tlrne wlth Emesto conSstecl d a series d lcng ccnversatlcns whldl po/ed to be

invaluaHe fcr cilr investigaticn. As rnanager d CEnryS, ar ernpoyee d BAS, a milpa filmer,
hained educatcr, qrservatiori$ and village dtairmat d Maya Centre Emedo is intimately
fanilia with all cf the issues surrcunding the rdatiorship bdwean CBWS and )r4arya Centre He

darified nmfi d the scattered lnfcrnutlcn we collected and fllled In the gap6. Edl s€ss,ol, he

presanted us with rnaly n€lv ls$es atd acornts d the hov pa$ pogan prcpcals have

enaded upm the is$€s whidr have lingered or fcr yeas Our cnly limitaticn was time -

Emedds busy schedule scrnetimes rendered us with half a list cf questiols upo'r whidr we had

nct even tordred Thls papa' cannct ev€n begln to ddve tnto the wdl d Ernestds kno,vledge or
these issues (and wewold rden any questicnq daificaticns md inquiries to him).

F.etdMRdrrys
The small vlllage d }vlaya Centre md CBWS are conFftienb cf Bellzem, lnternatloral

ard universal sy$€rns We fed it is inrpcrtant to analyze hor/ these systefi$ irfi@ cn the rsses
speofically placing thern in the ccnteart d the int€rnaticnal pditical economy ard a syderm d

ecrrentric dhics h crder to gd a breder und€r$mding d these ltr8er sy$sn we red bmks

and artides fron the Ntnkey Bay W S. lltray

Drring orr ISP, we stayed fcr cne night in Aurcra Saqri's guedhcuse (we were her

seccnd guesbl). The rest cf the tirne we slept in tents cn the $de lawn alorg wtth the fcur dogs,

two cab and several dlld<ens and oked orr meals under a thatdl Eefoe ard dter orr
fiddwcrk in N&ya Centre we $ayed at lvtnkry Bay fcr the easy access it pro/ided to Bdize City,

BCnr,opan and the library.
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tV. PARTIES INTERESTS AND ISSUES

A Parts atd hteds
hr cur fir$ ccnversatiar with Eme$g he identified three distindive grotp invdved with

the prdedicrl d CBWS md ds/dqment d lvhya centre the l@l lndlgencus peqle d the

village the fcrejgn/dfirestic lilge lando,vners/ dwdcpers and the 8,o/erffn€nt. We will use

these 8€n6al Sro'rFngs to descrlb the paties ard thdr respectlve inter€sb in the CBWS/ Ii,hya

Centre rdaticnstrip. We have added the Atdcbot Saiety ad Emedo Sa$l as s?trate entlties

since they ae key players in the maraSsn€nt d these issues.

The fdlo,rring secticn functicns to prwide a broader o/erview d the pattesr induding

backgrund infcrmatior and the ryecific fadcrs which slrape thdr intered in land use In the

poess d this inve*igatior, it becane s/id€nt that it is impcosiHe to isdate the single issre d
land use in this multifaceted rdaflorshtp

frcm its md fundffisrtal pcint, human's vieh/ cf nature is ergender€d thrc[tgh histoy,
reliSicr, educatior, larguage eccnonicg sajalizatiqr, natural envirannstt and life$yle In the

Western traditiq p€rc+ticrr d nature tre strongly influened by the fudeolslanic-Chrisfiat
wcrl&iew, the capitalist markd grortth moltality, the mod€rni$ falth in tedlndoSy and the

thecretical and expsisrhal di$ance maintained ftsn naturc in the derrnath d the scientific and

industrial rs/duticns.

h the dwdoping wald induding Bdize, the impad d these fcdgn ccncrytual

influences ls begnning to p€rmeate sddy at the rnacro lwd thrcugh the tnt€rnaHoral pditical

economy. their irnpact is nct so easily entrenfied in village culture due to the v€ry ccno€te

po,vrful rde d naturc in wayday rural life ln the case d lr4aya Cmke and CBWS land use is

'influenced by the villagers subi$€nce needs, the cjtrus makd, the cotservatiol dhic Froffted
by the Wldllfe Salduay and all of the hlstcrlcal, eccnoriq o]ltural factors undclylng these

influences An undenstanding d these fadcrs is necesstry to dd€finine eadr pa'ties interest in

land use and their rocts

1. VILLAGERS OF MAYA CENTRE

Land use is fundametally affeded by olture Grlturq, r?resents a Smeral way d being

fcr a grcup d people It is an analSamaticn cf a wide variety cf intendated aspeds d the grolp

In resped to the peqle d Nhya Centre there is ote bsic orlturg whidt intrmingle with

variaticls. The nrain qrponents are daily divittes (d nen, wonen and dtilffgt), food,

language ad drcss religior, educatior and o<ternal fadcrs

Throrghort the day men, w<lnen and childrer pursue differat activities lr/at d all ages

typrcally wcrk in wage job and milpa. Adult nen split therr time up during the wek bdween
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wage i$6 and their milpas. Sorc waily dtsfitute thdr tlme to eadl chcre Scrne dred mcre

att€nticn to cne rncre than the dhs. The two main wage pb are wcrking fcr CBWS cr fa citrus

ccrnpanies [4an ccn$antly invdved with wage ]fu nray pay cther nran to t€nd to thdr milPas

Thoe who tend to their oArn milpa uually put as nudr dfcrt into frming as they wotld put

intowaSei& per day.

The daily life d a wcnran in l4rya Celtre indudes drcres sudr as cocking deailng the

horre and washinS dctlEs Cod,ing begins erly in the mcrning befcre the red d the hcusdrdd

ryvakes Cockin8 @ntinues in intcrvals throtgfrort the dry cmcentrating acund beakfa$,

lundr and dinno, endlng scne tlme aft6 dlnner. The hcrne is deaned rycradcally throghqrt
the day, wherarer tirne psmitr Laundry is ty;ically dcne in the nsnin& by hand wash-boud,

so that dcthes can air dry cn the line in the afternsr sun.

Grildren attend the Cathdic grffimur sdrod. The sd'd day @nur€nces aannd &m

am, treaks fcr lundr bdween nqr and l.ttr pm and ends abcut 2.30 pm Afta sdtod and cn

weekends boys ard girls hdp ort their paants and dder rdatives with daily dttres Bcys attend

to famE with thdr fathers, dds hhers cr undeg while the girls aide their ndhers, sisters cr

aunts at horselrdd tcks.
Food eaten by villagers snes frsn mllpat hmtlng cr the rnakd. Fd from milpas

ccnsists d ccrn, berrs, grurnd fmds (i.e tubers) ad fruits (i.e dtus), These crqs can b used

to crste traditicnal f@ds ccrn trtillaS *csved beans, refried bears bciled pdatc and fresh

fruit. Scrndimes, rn€n will hunt peocay, ghut cr trmadillo fu meat. Often nte$t and st@es

like flcur ard rice ae purdased frcrn mtrkets. Ncn- tradittcnal fod like rnacannl atd 6eese

are also ct*ained frcrn shcps. The haditioral language Mcpat Maya is spckei

ererywhere and by all villaSsr Nol-baditicnal languages, Englis*q Gede ard SPanish, ae

rycken reSulaly in sdrod, to nor-[4ayans and in ccrriundicn wtth lePan Maya

As with f.rd ald language, &ess ts hh tracllttoul and ncn-tradltlcnal. male drcss

se€t"ns very $milar to ffess d typcal Bdizear rnen. Fsnales wea traditicnal lvlcpat Maya

dresse and qnbcidsd tlcuses

Reli$cn cqn€s in three denaninatjcns traditjcnal Mayan, Gthdicirn and Baptisrn

Tradltiolal Maym rellgan ts rnatifested ln scrre ddly adlvittes atd mythdory thrcuSh

sltperstrtiots One belid being that Ix-tabur wrll lureunfaithful men away into the fcresl totheir

dryn Bathing in the Cabbge Haul <reek may be orly dcne by at indvidual during the

dternur day light hcurs, so as to nd interfere wrth slints, kncrrn as ornrs erbdying the

water

The ncn-tradihcnal rdigrcns cf Cathdiosnr and Baptism have e<isted in lilaya Cenhe for

crver a declde Roughly half the village is Catholic and the cttrer half Ba$ist Eadt rdigicn h as

beerr tully integrated intothe orlture d theillage
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